Stanwix Urban Neighbourhood Forum
25 March 2009
Stanwix Primary School, Church Street

1. Welcome & Introductions

County and City Councillor Liz Mallinson chaired the meeting and introduced Councillor John Stevenson, Carlisle City Council Deputy Chief Executive Jason Gooding, Jane Humphries, County Council Neighbourhood Development Officer and Lisa Forrester, County Council Administrative Assistant.
2. Apologies

Apologies were received from Councillor Colin Stothard, Joyce Smith, Lynne Wallace, Mary Lawley and Caroline Poels, North of Eden Nursery Rhyme Time.
3. Councillors Declarations of Interest

Cllr Liz Mallinson declared an interest in the Stanwix Community Association Grant Application.

4. Notes of the Last Meeting and Matters Arising

The notes of the last meeting were agreed as a true record and the issues sheet circulated showed the actions taken since the last meeting.
5. Stanwix Updates
There were no Stanwix updates.
6. Police Matters/Fire Service

PC Liz Graham updated the forum on issues currently affecting the ward.

West House Dentists on Scotland Road had been targeted by criminal damage but there have been no further incidents reported.
Residents who have access to the internet can view crime figures for the Stanwix ward and can compare the previous three months with the same period for last year.  

- Overall crime has fallen in the Stanwix area by 14%.  

- There has been 18 incidents reported a month compared to 21 for the      same period last year.

- Vehicle crime has fallen by 66%.

- Violent crime has increased slightly

Pc Liz Graham read out a press release concerning the recent alleged attack on a female in the Stanwix area where she indicated they were not looking for anyone in connection with the incident.  

Residents can e-mail any concerns to the Stanwix team via the Cumbria Constabulary website.  These are checked on a daily basis.  Residents who do not have access to the internet can use the comments box situated at the Stanwix Newsagents.   

Residents asked the following questions:-

Q. There was a recent arson attack in Cavendish Terrace.  Is it worthwhile contacting the Civic Centre to see if there is evidence on CCTV?

A. The cameras do reach as far as the Eden Bridge, so if they were in that area it is worthwhile contacting the department.

Q. Motorists are seen by residents in the area using mobile phones while driving.  Is this being monitored by the Police?
A. Motorists are issued with a ticket if caught using their mobiles while driving.  The fine is £80.  

Q. Do the cameras used to monitor road tax pick up motorists using mobile phones?
A. Sometimes but it depends on the clarity of the photograph.

Fire Service.
The Fire Service was not in attendance.  

Cllr Liz Mallinson informed residents that fire officers are currently carrying out home safety checks in the area.  She encouraged residents to ask for and check identification.  The fire officers are there to ensure homes have the necessary safety equipment in place.

7. Richard Hayward – Area Engineer, Highways, Carlisle
Mr Hayward covered the following main areas in his presentation: -

1. Budgets

2. Work undertaken and issues raised in Stanwix ward 2008 – 2009

3. Work to be undertaken 2009 – 2010

4. Gully cleaning

5. Parking on grass verges

6. Appeal decision – Gates Tyres

7. Connect 2 Sustrans Cycle Track

a) Budget Questions

Mr Hayward explained that there are three budgets i.e. A road network, non principle road network and members funds of £12,000 per member to be spent on highways and transport.

b) Work Undertaken and Issues Raised in Stanwix Ward 2008 – 2009

1. Stanwix Parade lay-by
The matter was investigated due to a Forum referral and petition for changes to the loading bay and more parking at Stanwix Parade.  The cost of extending Stanwix Parade lay-by would be in the region of £35,000.  Many issues in the petition and referral are due to the lack of enforcement by the City Council and they have refused to accommodate any of the changes recommended by the area engineer.  Therefore the outcome is that there is to be no change.

2. Stanwix light works completed

1 column in Thornton Road

1 column at Gosling Bridge
5 columns at Jaysmith Close

8 columns at Etterby Lea Close

2 columns in Church Street

2 columns in Walden Grove

4 columns in Longlands Road

5 columns in Croft Road

3. Due to poor weather last summer the full programme of works was unable to be completed i.e. Etterby Street – only patched; Brampton Road – only patched.

c) Work to be undertaken in 2009 – 2010.

· Slurry surfacing to be undertaken on: -

· Brampton Road, Longlands Road to Croft Road

· Brampton Road Art College to Vallum Close

· Surface dressing for Etterby Street

· Refurbishment of a number of 4m columns with swan necks in Thornton Road, Knowe Park Avenue, Lansdowne Crescent, Northwood Crescent and Woodlands drive*.  A bid has been put in for column replacements on Scotland Road, Etterby Street/Etterby Scaur.

*Actual column numbers can be obtained from the CCC Area Engineer.

d) Gulley Cleaning

Mr Hayward explained the difficulties of keeping to the schedule of two gulley cleans per year when parked cars were present.  He explained that some were Carlisle City responsibility and others County.  A resident suggested a note through doors to warn residents of where there was to be a gulley clean would improve the difficulties with parked cars.  

Highway Hotline 0845 609 6609 should be approached for any defects in relation to Highways.  Contact can be made at cumbriahighways.co.uk.  If it concerns street lighting then the number on the street lamp will be required.

A resident raised the issue/question of excess water on Eden Bridge about halfway across on both sides.  Mr Hayward indicated that he would look into this.

e) Parking on Grass Verges

Mr Hayward advised that the City Council should be approached about parking on verges.  He indicated that there were two main remedies, i.e. grasscrete and tarmac.

f) Gates Tyres: Appeal Decision

Mr Hayward explained that the appeal had been heard in school holiday time when traffic problems were least and that it had gone against local views.  However, traffic restriction recommended by Cumbria County Council had in the main been taken up.

When questioned about the relationship between the proposed development in Caldewgate and the Stanwix shop, Mr Hayward explained that it was up to Sainsburys whether they would go ahead with both.  When questioned he thought that there would be no petrol for sale in Stanwix.

g) The Connect 2 Sustrans Cycle Way

The map of the proposed route has just been published and shared with the Forum (copy available from the Community Unity).  The key consideration for the Forum was the position of the new crossing of the River Eden.  Cllr Liz Mallinson will send a letter from the Forum asking to contribute their views about the crossing to ensure local knowledge was utilised.  Mr Hayward explained matters were in their very early days and various investigations and consultation would take place before plans were finalised.
8. Neighbourhood Forum Grants
The meeting considered the question of the £5,835.21 earmarked on 3rd December 08 for Stanwix Community Association.  The meeting agreed to review the decision so that the grant applications which had come in could be considered.  They also requested that the Stanwix Community Association application be split as shown below.
	North of Eden Rhyme Time
 
	

	Total cost of project: £1,096                                                         amount requested:£390 
	

	This is a mother and toddler group which meets weekly and focuses on music, art and crafts. They are seeking funds to help replace musical instruments, buy craft materials and general running costs.  Equal numbers come from Stanwix and Belah. Belah has also been approached.
	

	amount awarded:
	£100

	Stanwix Bowling Club
 
	

	Total cost of project: Whole front glazing £6134, porch only £2194

                                                                              amount requested:  a contribution: 
	

	The Club have had an energy audit done and are in the process of undertaking a number of different tasks to improve the fuel efficiency and environment of their bower.  They would like a contribution towards whole front glazing / porch.
	

	amount awarded:
	£150


	Lakeland Opera
 
	

	Total cost of project: £ 4765                                                       amount requested: £433
	

	The request is towards the costs of a schools opera workshop held at University of Cumbria on 10th February 2009. It is part of a programme delivered in different parts of Cumbria. 
	

	                                                                                                                amount awarded:
	NIL

	
	

	Stanwix Community Association
 
	

	Total cost of project: £1,623.32                                               amount requested:£1,123.32 
	

	This project is to replace worn chairs (£1,123.32) is a well used community facility.
	

	amount awarded:
	£1123.32

	Stanwix Community Association
 
	

	Total cost of project: £500                                               amount requested:£500

This project is a Fun Run to raise funds for the association. It is being organised by someone with considerable experience. 
	

	                                                                                                                amount awarded:
	£500

	Allsorts
 
	£

	Total cost of project: £1,738                                                        amount requested: £1,738
	

	This project is to provide theatrical/ drama experience for the Allsorts Club where there are 24 sessions for 44 children provided by a professional theatre group (£1,500). They would also like to replace some games which the children have chosen,  valued £238
	

	amount awarded:
	£750

	Stanwix Playgroup                                                                                                
	

	Total cost of project £ 576                                                              amount requested £400
	

	There is now a greater emphasis on outdoor play the Playgroup is reviewing their out- door equipment.  47 children attend. 
	

	amount awarded:
	£400

	Ayers Explorer Scout Unit
 
	£

	Total cost of project: £6,970                                                         amount requested: £800
	

	The scout troop has won a national competition for a group to go coasteering in Newquay. The application is to help towards travel and accommodation costs.  There are 8 scouts from the Stanwix area. 
	

	amount awarded:
	£800


The remainder of the general budget, £2,034.83, has been earmarked to Stanwix Community Association.  There was no money in the youth general budget.
9. Residents Concerns

Q. Why is there a traffic count on Scotland Road and Brampton Road?

A. Mr Hayward did not know who was doing them but explained there were permanent traffic counts on Scotland Road and Brampton Road.

Q. A resident asked about a 2007 report on car parking impact assessment.  He wondered why it was not in the public domain and the impacts predicted for Stanwix.

A. Mr Hayward indicated the 2007 report was not in the public domain as it was a dynamic working document which was constantly being updated.  He indicated the resident could have sight of it if he contacted him.  A survey of 400 people had shown that they would not intend to park in Stanwix and walk into town despite possible changes to parking in the city.  The Upper and Lower Viaduct car parks will be closing in the summer for preparation for University of Cumbria building work.

A resident reported that at Knowe Road and Punton Road the recently patched sections were breaking up.  Jason Gooding is to take these matters back to the City Council.

Light no. 267 on Church Road goes on and off at 3 minute intervals.  Highways Hotline was recommended to the resident.

Cheviot Road residents would like to apply for parking permits again.  Mr Haywood indicated there would be a variation order made in the review and that where there were exemptions from time restricted parking, where there would be 1 permit per household. It was reported that overall city car parks were underused and the Devonshire Walk car park is not to change in size.  Plans are being considered to make it possible to enter the Devonshire Walk car park going west from Hardwick Circus.

10. Any Other Business
(i) Councillor Liz Mallinson drew peoples attention to the proposed developments for early years provision north of the river.  She explained that there were two funding streams in question: -
a. Children’s Centres
b. Quality and Access Funding for the private, voluntary and independent sector.

a) Children’s Centre money may be invested on the Belah Community Centre site.

b) The Quality and Access funding may be invested in the Stanwix Community Association Educational Hut.  Discussions have started between Childrens Services and Stanwix Community Association on a proposal to replace the Educational Hut with a new prefabricated building.

Stanwix Community Association has the opportunity to match this funding to replace the Community Hut.  Cllr Mallinson urged everyone to support the Stanwix Community Association Stanwix Fun Run to be held on Sunday 3rd May, when they would be starting their fundraising activities.  Emma Walton will leave her position as Stanwix Community Association secretary at the beginning of May.  A volunteer was requested.
(ii) Cllr Stevenson spoke to the Forum regarding his observations at the approved Appeal for a Sainsburys to be located at the Gates Tyres site in Stanwix.  He expressed his disappointment at the outcome and believed that it goes against the views of the majority of the residents who live in the Stanwix ward.  It is his view that this will only add to traffice problems in the area and will have an adverse effect on local shops.  

A resident commented that surely there is no need for an additional Sainsburys store in Stanwix as they already are planning to build a Sainsburys at Caldewgate.  

Cllr Stevenson concluded that there was nothing further that the Forum could do and it was the end of the matter.  
11. Date of Next Meeting

15 July 2009 in Stanwix Primary School at 7pm.
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