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Carlisle District Equality Profile

Overview
The Equalities Act 2010 replaced existing anti-discrimination laws with a single act. The act covers nine protected characteristics, which cannot be used as a reason to treat people unfairly. Every person has one or more of the protected characteristics, so the act protects everyone against unfair treatment. This profile shows the make-up of Carlisle District’s population by protected characteristic. 

Age

Figure One
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Among the residents of Carlisle District:
· 16.9% are aged 0-15 years.
· 64.4% are of working age (16-64).
· 18.7% are aged 65 years and over.
This compares to England where:
· 18.7% are aged 0-15 years

· 64.8% are of working age (16-64)

· 16.5% are aged 65 years and over

Carlisle has the smallest proportion of residents aged over 65 years in Cumbria however the proportion of older residents is still above national levels. 

Carlisle is the only district in Cumbria where the population aged over 65 years is increasing at a slower  rate than that nationally, rising by 8.4% since 2011 compared to the national increase of 9.9%.
Source: Office for National Statistics (ONS) 2010 Mid Year Estimates.
Carlisle district has the greatest proportion of working age residents in Cumbria. Since 2001 the working age population in the district has risen by 5.3%, compared to a 0.8% rise in Cumbria. This is the fastest rise in the county and close to the national increase of 6.3%. 

The population aged 0-14 years has fallen since 2001 by 6.8%. This compares to a 9.2% decline in Cumbria and a 2.1% decline nationally. [image: image3.wmf]Marital Status in Carlisle 
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Disability

There are many different ways to define and measure disability. Under the Equalities Act a person has a disability if he or she has a physical or mental impairment which has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on that person's ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities. In the 2001 Census 19.3% of residents in Carlisle reported having a limiting long term illness, compared to the county average of 20% and the national average of 17.9%. 
The Annual Population Survey (April 2010-March 2011) examines the level of disability among the working age population and the impact of disability on employment. This information is summarised in the table below:
Table One
	
	Carlisle District
	Cumbria
	England

	% aged 16-64 disabled 
	18%
	20.2%
	20.4%

	Employment rate of people aged 

16-64 disabled
	42.6%
	47.6%
	49.5%

	Employment rate of people aged 

16-64 non disabled
	 73.1%
	72.3%
	70.4%


Source: Annual Population Survey April 2010-March 2011
Gender Reassignment

There are no official estimates of the transgender population at either a national or local level. To date no major Government or administrative surveys (e.g. the Census) have including a question where transgender people can choose to identify themselves. In a study funded by the Home Office, the Gender Identity Research and Education Society estimate that between 300,000 – 500,000 people in the UK experience some degree of gender variance. 
Marriage and Civil Partnership

Figure Two
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Among the residents of Carlisle District: 
· 41.1% are not married (single)

· 36.5% are on their first marriage

· 6% have re-married

· 1.9% are separated (but legally still married)

· 6.9% are divorced

· 7.6% are widowed
The district has the highest percentage of residents who are separated in Cumbria.
There have been 69 civil partnerships in Carlisle District since they were introduced in 2005. 

Source: ONS, Census 2001

Pregnancy and Maternity
There were 1,275 live births in Carlisle District during 2010. If current fertility trends continue the average woman in Carlisle District can expect to have 2.1 children, compared to 2 for Cumbria and England (ONS, Vital Statistics). 
Race 
Figure Three


          Figure Four
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5.6% of Carlisle District’s population are members of black, minority or ethnic (BME) groups compared to 4.9% in Cumbria and 16.7% nationally. 
Carlisle District has the second highest proportion of residents from BME groups in Cumbria, after South Lakeland. 
Source: ONS Population Estimates by Ethnic Group 2009
Religion or Belief

Figure Five
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Among Carlisle District Residents:
· 80.7% follow Christianity
· 0.6% follow a religion other than Christianity
· 11% have no religion

· 7.8% religion is not stated
The proportion of people following a religion other than Christianity is the same as the rate for Cumbria at 0.6% but significantly below national levels of 6%. 
Source: ONS Census, 2001
Sex
The ONS Mid Year Population Estimates for 2010 record that:
· 51.2% of residents in Carlisle District are female.  

· 48.8% of residents in Carlisle District are male.

Sexual Orientation

Table Two

	
	Heterosexual
	Not Heterosexual
	Not Specified / Prefer not to Say

	Carlisle
	78%
	3%
	18%

	Cumbria
	80%
	3%
	17%


Source: 2006 Quality of Life Survey. 
Further Information

· For more information about the Equalities Act please go to: http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/equalities/equality-act/
· For more information about Equalities in Cumbria please go to: http://www.cumbria.gov.uk/equalities/default.asp or contact Joel Rasbash, Strategic Policy Advisor – Equality and Cohesion, Cumbria County Council on Joel.Rasbash@cumbria.gov.uk or (01228) 226639
· For more information about this briefing please contact: Judith Scarborough, Research Information and Intelligence Officer, Cumbria County Council on judith.scarborough@cumbria.gov.uk or (01228) 221047
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