St Mark’s CE Primary School, Natland
2010 / 2011 ADMISSIONS ARRANGEMENTS

As a Voluntary Aided Church of England School the Governing Body of St Mark’s CE Primary School is the legal admissions authority for the school.

THE ADMISSION NUMBER

The Indicated Admissions Number for St. Mark’s CE Primary School, Natland is 23.  

THE CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS

The closing date for applications for September 2010 entry is 1 December 2009. Applications must be submitted using form SPT/1, which is issued by the Local Authority (LA).  Form SPT/1 and more information about the application process are contained in the parental information pack published for parents by the Local Authority (LA).

Parents or Carers wishing to be given priority for admission on the grounds that they are regular worshipping members of a C of E church must attach to their application form the evidence asked for in Note 3 below.

THE ADMISSIONS POLICY

If at any time there are more applicants than places available, children will be admitted in the following order of priority:
1. Children looked after, i.e. in public care giving priority, if necessary, to the youngest child(ren). (see note 1 below).
2. Children living in the catchment area who have brothers or sisters in school at the time of their admission. (see note 2 below).
3. Children living outside the catchment area who have brothers or sisters in school at the time of their admission.  (see note 2 below).
4. Other children living in the catchment area:
           In the event of over subscription the admissions would be dictated by this order:
           (see note 3 below).
a) Whose parent(s) are regular worshipping members of a C of E Church.
b) Travelling distance between the front doors of home and St Mark’s School
5. Children from outside the catchment area with a parent who is a regular worshipping member of a C of E Church.  (see note 3 below).

In the case of category 5, and in the event that such admissions resulted in over subscription, then the principle outlined in category 6 would apply, i.e. the closest application(s) to the school would be accepted.  Applications would be ranked in terms of distance as measured by a straight line on the map.
6.  Children living outside the catchment area, giving priority to those who are living closest to  

the school measured by travelling distance on a map (from the front door of the child’s     home to the front door of the school).
Note 1 - A ‘child looked after’ is defined in the School Admissions Code as a child who is looked after by a local authority within the meaning of Section 22 of the Children Act 1989.
Note 2 - If it is necessary to prioritise in categories 2 and 3, priority will be given to those children with the youngest siblings.  Brothers and sisters are those living at the same address and includes step and foster children.

Note 3 - If it is necessary to prioritise in categories 4(a) or 5, parents must provide proof with their application that they are regular worshipping members of a C of E church (e.g. by providing a supporting letter from an appropriate member of the clergy) and have been for more than two years. This may relate to more than one church.  

Applications will be prioritised using the above criteria.  An exception may be made if a child has a statement of special educational needs naming St. Mark’s C of E School, as in these circumstances the Governing Body would have a statutory duty to admit the child concerned. 

THE CATCHMENT AREA (if applicable)

A map of the catchment area is available from the school or the Local Authority.

THE RIGHT OF APPEAL 

Any parent not offered a place has a right of appeal to an Independent Appeal Panel.  The panel would be entirely independent of the Governing Body.  Any parent wishing to appeal should contact the school office. In 2009 there were 20 successful admissions to St Mark’s with no need for any appeals.  
WAITING LIST

Following the allocation of places in the Reception intake the LA will, at the end of May, 
re-allocate any places which become available as a result of parents not wishing to take up their offer.
After this the parents of any child who has been refused admission can ask at the school for their name to be placed on a waiting list.  Any vacancies which arise will be allocated using the Governing Body’s admissions policy shown above and length of time on the waiting list will not be a factor. The waiting list for the Reception class will remain open for the whole of the first term in the admission year to which it relates.  A waiting list will also be held for other year groups.  

DEFERRED ENTRY TO RECEPTION

If a child who has not reached statutory school age has been allocated a place in Reception and their parent wishes to delay their entry the place will be held open.  The place must be taken up when the child reaches statutory school age or by the start of the summer term at the latest.

(The Code of Practice indicates that the Secretary of State expects places to be held open in these circumstances) 
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