Leven Valley C of E Primary School

Admissions Policy for 2010-11
Leven Valley Voluntary Aided Primary School caters for boys and girls aged between 4 and 11 years.

Admissions timetable and applications

There is one intake each year and children are admitted into the Reception Class in the September following their fourth birthday.  Children may be admitted into any year group at other times of year if transferring from other schools.  Applications for admissions must use the Common Application form issued by the Local Authority – SPT/1.  The current deadline for applications is 1st December 2009, but late applications will be considered.

Our Published Admission Number is 9.

Over-subscription criteria

Should the school receive more applications than there are places available, the applications will be prioritised using the over-subscription criteria and relevant notes set out below:
1. Children looked after by Cumbria County Council, giving priority, if necessary, to the youngest children. (see note 2)

2. Children who have very strong social or medical grounds for admission.

3. Children living in the catchment area who have brothers or sisters in the school at the time of their admission. (see note 3)

4. Children whose home address is in the catchment area served by the school, giving priority to those living closest to the school measured by the shortest route to school by road from the pupil’s home to the school main entrance. (A map of the catchment area is available from the school or the Local Authority)

5. Children living outside the catchment area who, at the time of their admission, have brothers or sisters in the school.

6. Children whose parents choose the school on denominational grounds.

7. Children living outside the catchment area who live closest to the school.

If it is necessary to prioritise in any of the above criteria, the distance tie breaker in criteria 4 will be used.
Note 1

If a child has a statement of Special Educational Needs naming Leven Valley Primary School, the Governing Body will admit the child regardless of the over-subscription criteria.

Note 2

A child looked after, i.e. in public care, is defined in the School Admissions Code as a child who is looked after by a local authority within the meaning of Section 22 of the Children Act 1989.

Note 3

Brothers and sisters are those living at the same address, and include step and foster children.  The brothers and sisters must be attending the school at the time of admission.

The Catchment Area

A map of the catchment area is available from the Local Authority.

Late Applications

Late applications for admissions may be made using the Common Application form issued by the Local Authority – SPT/1. Late applications will be dealt in accordance with the Local Authority’s Co-ordinated Admissions Scheme.
Deferred entry

Where a parent of a child who has not reached statutory school age wishes to defer their child’s entry until later in the school year, their place will be held open.  The place must be taken up when the child reaches statutory school age and must also be taken up during the academic year, preferably by the start of the summer term.

Waiting List

Where the school is oversubscribed in any year group and one or more children have not been admitted to school, the school will maintain a waiting list.  Should a place become available it will be allocated according to the over-subscription criteria, not length of time on the waiting list.

The Right of Appeal

Parents of children who are unsuccessful in gaining a place will be informed in writing on the date laid down by the Local Authority and will be told of their right to appeal. Where the governors are unable to offer a place because the school is over-subscribed, parents have the right to appeal to an independent admission appeal panel, set up under the School Standards and Framework Act, 1998, as amended by the Education Act, 2002.  Parents should notify the clerk to the governors at the school within 10 school days of receiving the letter refusing a place.  Parents will have the opportunity to submit their case to the panel in writing and also to attend in order to present their case.  Parents will receive at least 10 schools days notice of the place, date and time of the hearing.
This policy is reviewed annually and has been subject to public consultation. It has been approved by the Admissions Forum and the Carlisle Diocese Board of Education.

Approved by the Governing Body on 
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Signed: 
Mr S Lawler

Chair of Governors

