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St Cuthberts Catholic Community School Admissions Policy 2010/2011
Children can be admitted to the school at the start of the Autumn term after their 4th birthday and may attend initially on a part time basis in order to ease the transition from home to school.

Although it is felt that the large majority of children would benefit from commencing their primary education at four plus, parents do not have to ensure that their children attend school until the beginning of the term following their

5th birthday.

St Cuthbert’s is a Catholic school situated in the Diocese of Lancaster and is maintained by Cumbria LEA

The governing body is responsible for admissions within the requirements of the law. In so doing the governing body has due regard for the advice of the Diocesan Trustees, it’s responsibility to the school and the Catholic ethos of the school as stated in its Mission statement. 

Admissions up to the standard number (30) will be made and the following criteria will be used if applications exceed that number.

1.  Baptised catholic children in public care. 

2.  Baptised children of practising Catholic parents who live in the parishes of Our Lady & St Joseph and St Augustine

3.  Baptised children of practising catholic parents living elsewhere.

4.  Children baptised according to the rites of the Catholic Church residing in the parishes of Our Lady & St Joseph and St Augustine. 

5.  All other children baptised in the rites of the Catholic Church.

6.  All other children in public care.

7.  Children who have at least one parent baptised in accordance with the Catholic Church and reside in the above parishes.

8.  All other children of baptised Catholics.

9.  Baptised children of other Christian denominations whose parents regularly attend a Christian church and wish their children to have a Christian education.

10.  Children of any other denomination whose brothers and sisters already attend the school.

11.  Children of any other denomination or faith living in the area whose parents wish them to have a Christian education.

12. All children not previously identified within criteria 1-11

Notes

a.      Parents should provide a baptismal certificate or other evidence of baptism where applicable.

b.
In the event of a tie priority will be given; i) to children who will          have a brother or sister in school at the time of admission and ii) those children living nearest to school measured in a straight line on the map from the door of their house to the front entrance of the school. 

          Parents will be informed of the outcome of their application by letter. For unsuccessful candidates reasons for the decision along with details of the appeals procedure will be included.

c.       A waiting list for children who have not been offered a place will be kept and will be ranked according to the admissions/oversubscription criteria.  Parents/guardians are invited to contact the school if they wish to be informed of their child’s position on the waiting list.  The waiting list will be closed at the end of the Autumn term.

d.       Where there are twins, triplets etc. wanting admission and there is only a single place left within the admission number, then the governing body will exercise as much flexibility as possible within the requirements of infant class sizes.  If places for both twins or all triplets, etc cannot be offered, the family will be advised accordingly.  This may also apply to siblings who are in the same year group.  If only a single place can be offered then it will be up to the parents to decide whether they wish to accept the place offered.

