From the Newspaper Archives
West Cumberland at War

July 1918

Second Battle of the Marne breaks out in mid-July
and fighting continues until early August. This is
the last German offensive on the Western Front,
and fails when the Germans are counterattacked by
the French.
In Russia, Nicholas II and his family are executed.
Haiti and Honduras declare war on Germany.

4 July 1918

25 July 1918

MERITORIOUS SERVICE
MEDAL FOR A WHITEHAVEN
SOLDIER

4 July 1918

18 July 1918

Mrs M Routledge, 69, Duke Street,
Whitehaven, has received a letter from her
husband, Bomb. J Routledge, Mountain
Battery, Salonika Field Force, stating that
he has been awarded the Meritorious
Service Medal for attending to wounded
under heavy fire. Bomb. Routledge enlisted
on August 4th 1914. He formerly worked at
Moresby Coke Ovens.
11 July 1918

FEARED LOSS OF A PARTON MAN

11 July 1918

18 July 1918

Mr. and Mrs. James Williams of Workington are
anxiously awaiting news of the fate of their second son, Pvt
Robert Williams, R.A.M.C., who was known to be on the
ill-fated hospital ship Llandovery Castle, and whose name
does not appear in the list of survivors. Pvt. Williams came
over with the Canadian contingent two-and-a-half years ago
and while in training became ill, and was a considerable time
in hospital. For the last six months he has been engaged in the
transport of wounded to Canada. Private Williams, who left
his native village of Parton eight years ago, enlisted shortly
after the outbreak of war. He was 31 years of age and of a
fine, steady character, and in Parton and district was wellknown and highly esteemed by a large circle of friends. The
parents are also natives of Parton, but for the last few years
have resided in Workington. For many years before going to
Canada Pvt. Williams was assistant to Mr W Lace in his
grocery business. His wife, who is left with one child, is the
only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Debrick, formerly of
Parton, now in Canada.
11 July 1918

11 July 1918
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11 July 1918

WHITEHAVEN YOUNG SOLDIER’S
DEATH
On Saturday word was received of the death of
Pvt. Daniel Henvey Tyson, Royal Fusiliers, only son
of Mr. G E and the late Mrs Tyson, Scotch Street,
Whitehaven. The sad news was conveyed to his
father in a letter from the Rev. E S Ellis, a Chaplain
with the Forces in France, who stated that during an
enemy “strafe” on the morning of the 15th July a shell
burst near Private Tyson and so severely wounded
him that he died shortly afterwards. “Your boy,” the
writer adds, “was well thought of by his officers and
very much liked by his comrades, and his death is
greatly deplored. It was not practicable to take his
body away from the line to a back area and cemetery,
so it was decided to lay the remains to rest near
where he died. We did all we could to pay honour to
him and to represent and remember you all at the
grave, and at the close of the service we all stood at
the salute in silence for a few moments. We were too
near the enemy to allow of any last volley to be fired
or ‘Last Post’ to be sounded.”
25 July 1918

11 July 1918

DISTINGTON SOLDIER KILLED
Word has been received by Mr. and Mrs. William
Holliday, Distington, that their son, Gunner H Holliday,
R.F.A., was killed on June 21st. Gunner Holliday was brought
up with his grandmother Mrs Kirkpatrick, Chapel Street. He
enlisted in May, 1915. He was ultimately drafted to Egypt with
the R.F.A., and after being there about 13 months was sent to
France. He was well-known in West Cumberland Football
circles, having played for Lowca, Frizington White Star and
Distington. Before enlisting he was employed at Lowca
Colliery.
11 July 1918

4 July 1918

11 July 1918
25 July 1918

18 July 1918

18 July 1918

These articles are taken from the Whitehaven News, held on microfilm at
Whitehaven Archive and Local Studies Centre, and indexed by volunteers over an
eighteen-month period to commemorate the centenary of the war, and to act as a
lasting memorial to all whose lives were touched by the events.

