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Executi ve Summary

The flooding experienced in Sedbergh on the 5" and 6™ of December 2015 was one of the most
significant flood events in the history of the town, and was the result of the effects of Storm Desmond.
This storm caused a period of prolonged, intense rainfall across Northern England, falling on an already
saturated catchment and led to high river levels and flooding throughout Cumbria. Sedbergh was
affected by flooding from several ordinary watercourses that feed into the main watercourse through the
town. Due to the steep nature of the local topography in Sedbergh, there were also flooding impacts from
surface water runoff.

In response to the flood event, this Section 19 i Flood Investigation Report has been completed by the
Cumbria County Council as the Lead Local Flood Authority, under the duties as set out in Section 19 of the
Flood and Water Management Act 2010. This report provides details on the flooding that occurred in
Sedbergh on the 5™ and 6™ of December, and has used a range of data collected from affected
residents, professional partners, site visits, surveys of the area, data collected by observers, and river
& rainfall telemetry recorded during the flood event.

This report examines the flooding that occurred in Sedbergh from the various sinks in the area that feed
the ordinary watercourses and from surface water. It identifies the likely causes of flooding in the
following investigated areas:

Maple Close/Recreation ground
Rehearsal Hall/Supermarket
Guldrey Terrace

Guldrey Lane/Guldrey Fold
Loftus Hill

Main Street area
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A total of 9 actions have been recommended in this report to manage future flood risk, which will
require the involvement of a number of organisations and the local community. These actions
include investigating potential improvements to the existing flood warning service and reviewing the
catchment gravel management programme.

In response to the flooding, a number of community meetings have taken place, and these will continue
in order to ensure that all those affected are given the opportunity to be involved in reducing flood risk in
their area of the town.

Any additional information that resident and others can provide to the Environment Agency and
Cumbria County Council to help develop our understanding of the flooding is welcomed. A lot of
information has already been provided, much of which has been used to inform this report. The scale of
this report means that not every piece of information can be incorporated into the document. Any
additional information should be provided to:

http://www.cumbria.gov.uk/planning-environment/flooding/floodriskassessment.asp


http://www.cumbria.gov.uk/planning-environment/flooding/floodriskassessment.asp

Flooding History

Due to the steep nature of the local watercourse catchments that drain into Sedbergh, the various
watercourses that flow through the town respond very rapidly to heavy rainfall. The rapid response of
the local watercourses to heavy rainfall means that Sedbergh is classified as being at high risk of flash

flooding.

There are records of flooding in Guldrey Lane in 200.2005.2009 and 5™ Dec 2015.



Event background

This section describes the location of the flood incident and identifies the areas of the town that were
flooded.

Flooding Incident

Sedbergh is a small town situated in the county of Cumbria in the north west of England, with a
population of approximately 2800. The town is located on the A684 east of Kendal. Due to the steep
nature oftheloc al wat e theyoeact \v&rg quiskly to heavy rainfall.
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Figure 1 - Location of Sedbergh

On the 5™ and the 6™ of December 2015, approximately 5 properties in Sedbergh were affected by
flooding. This flooding can be attributed to a record-breaking rainfall event from Storm Desmond. This
led to flooding from the nearby ordinary watercourses indicated with in figure 2 below.
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Figure 27 Ordinary watercourses.
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Figure 4 - Identification of Areas Flooded

















































































