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This Comments Form is designed to encourage you to respond to the draft Cumbria 
Minerals and Waste Local Plan, which covers the time period 2014-2029. 
 

The form provides space at the start for general comments on the Plan and its Evidence 
Base.  Subsequently, it is structured in the order of the Local Plan itself with locations 
under each policy area for more specific comments on each policy.  Comments on the 
supporting text should be presented in the form within the relevant policy section. 
 

Comments can provide support for a policy or text, or indicate an objection, but should 
relate directly to the content of the draft Local Plan. 
 

Where you feel amendment to the Local Plan is needed, it would be helpful to say so 
and ideally how you would like to see the specific wording amended. 
 

The County Council has a responsibility to ensure that the Local Plan is “sound” in that 
it is positively prepared, justified, effective and consistent with national policy (see 
definition box below). 
 

Comments should be received by Monday 11 May 2015.  Comments/responses can be 
submitted by email to mwlp@cumbria.gov.uk or by post to the Minerals & Waste 
Planning Policy Team, County Offices, Kendal LA9 4RQ. 
 

If you have any queries or require any further information; the team can also be 
contacted via telephone on 01539-713409 or 01539-713425. 
 

Please ensure that you have given your name or organisation name, together with 
contact details including e-mail address.  This will allow us to keep you informed with 
regards to the further stages and amendments made to the document as it progresses. 
 

Having taken account of comments that are received during this consultation period, the 
Council will decide whether to submit the draft Plan to the Secretary of State or to 
amend it.  If it is amended, there will be another round of consultations before it can be 
submitted.  Plans that are submitted to the Secretary of State are examined by an 
independent Inspector.  That Examination process usually includes Hearing in Public 
sessions at which objectors can make their points directly to the Inspector. 
 

The National Planning Policy Framework’s definition of soundness (paragraph 182) is 
that the Local Plan is:- 

 Positively prepared – the plan should be prepared based on a strategy which 
seeks to meet objectively assessed development and infrastructure 
requirements, including unmet requirements from neighbouring authorities 
where it is reasonable to do so and consistent with achieving sustainable 
development; 

 Justified – the plan should be the most appropriate strategy, when considered 
against the reasonable alternatives, based on proportionate evidence; 

 Effective – the plan should be deliverable over its period and based on 
effective joint working on cross-boundary strategic priorities; and 

 Consistent with national policy – the plan should enable the delivery of 
sustainable development in accordance with the policies in the National 
Planning Policy Framework. 
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Name:  
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