From the Newspaper Archives

West Cumberland at War ~ June1915

e

I’RI ,ATE ABRAHAM AUTO\
Pl OF: WHJTEHM* 2N,

Fighting continues in the Dardanelles.
Later this month the British win the
Battle of Gully Ravine on the Gallipoli
peninsula but at a high casualty cost.
Increasing numbers of women are
being employed in British munitions
factories.

10 June 1915

THE WAR

WHITEHAVEN’S V.C.

KILLED IN ACTION
PRIVATE ABRAHAM ACTON

On Thursday morning, Mrs Acton, of
14a Peter Street, Whitechaven, received an
official intimation from No. 3, District
Record Office, Preston, dated June 1st, 1915,
conveying the sad news that her son, Private
Abraham Acton, V.C. of the 2nd Battalion
the Border Regiment, had been Kkilled in
action in France on the 16th of May. Private
Action, V.C. was the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Acton of 14a Peter Street,
Whitehaven and was formerly a member of
“A” Company, 5th Battalion Border
Regiment and on the recommendation of
Captain R. R. Blair he joined the 2nd Border
Regiment in January, 1914. Deceased was
about 22 years if age, and spent his last
birthday (December 17th) in the trenches,
where some four days later he gained the
V.C. Private Acton was educated at the
Crosthwaite Memorial School, under Mr. D.
Lindow, and he had always been popular
amongst his comrades in the army and
companions in civil life. He was an old
scholar of the Hogarth Mission Sunday
School, and his name is on the Mission “Roll
of Honour”.

Private Acton wrote on January 2nd to
his mother, - “We are expecting the Victoria
Cross, two of us, for bringing in two
wounded men under fire from the Germans.
The General has recommended us for it. So
vou will see I have not been idle out here.”
Later the Mayor of Whitehaven forwarded
Private Acton a telegram conveying hearty
congratulations on the distinction conferred
upon him, and stating that his valour
reflected great credit on himself, and
brought honour to his native town. They
were all proud of him and wished him a safe
return. The sad news of his death has been
keenly felt by the townspeople and much
sympathy has been expressed to his mother
and family in the great loss they have
sustained.
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CORP. HORACE BLACK,
BTH BORDER IMENT F.

i1 (CLEATO ‘IOOR).
"KILLED IN ACTION
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SUBMARINE OFF IRELAND
The ss.Greenisland of Belfast, which
arrived at Whitehaven on T uesday morning for
coal, was chased by a German submarine when
off Ireland. She was near the shore at the time,
and the captain was taken steps to beach her,
when help arrived, and the submarine made off,

so allowing the Greenisland to proceed on her
course

17 June 1915
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ANOTHER MILLOM MAN EXPIRES
FROM WOUNDS

Information was received at Haverigg on
[uesday evening that Private T Burns, of Pool
Side, Haverigg. had expired in the hospital from
the wounds he had received. It appears that on
Monday, June 7th, the day before the other
Millom men were killed in the trenches, Private
Burns was shot by a German sniper, the bullet
passing through his body. Private Burns, prior
to the war, worked at the Hodbarrow Mines and

was much respected by all who knew him..
24 June 1915
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AITOTHE R WHITEHAVEN MAN
(S KILLED. ,
:l)ﬂ"ﬁc'.in-l information, dated June 5th Hnu been
'l‘l%{'(fi\'ih(] by o Mrsl - Crawford, Br:.vr*f Coust,
Quaen-street, Whitehaven, stating that ht,\ hus.
b mcﬂ, 5552, Private R He Crawford. 2nd Border,
British Expeditionary. - Foree, was killed in atiion
o the 16th May.  He was -an old soldier who
a0 \e(l in the Boer War, and he enlistad after the
ot bbxedk of war. -He ‘was in peace times a shift
: bdn at Ladysmith Pit.. ;
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PVT. CHARLES P&(—:L,
- SILECROFT
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PTE. WM. HOLMES,

HILI, OF MILLOM. 4rm K.,O.R, -|

LANCASTER REGT. DIED OF
WOUNDS IN FRANCE.

24 June 1915

GERMANS CRY TO ENGLISH

FOR MFRC Y.

LOCAL, SOLDIEP\E’ ST()RY.

Miss L. Ball, Sandwith, Whitehaven, received a
letter from hoy | brother, <1718, Private W. Ball,
“A” Company, No. 1 Platoon, 5th Border Regi-
ment, Northumberland Briga,de. }HE-P‘-< on Junse
5!3. in whieh jhe states : “We | landed | in the
tronches at nine o'elock on Monday night. At
two.o'clock om Tuesday we were gassed. [We got
shelled out of the trenches, so we had to got up
in tho first line' to strengthen the others. [ saw
the Germans coming in “droves tU‘.‘;'dltl our met,
and tho ga¢, it just about killed: me. I' don’t
know what I would have done: nfl had not had
my vespirator oi1, It knooked som¢ of them outb;
it was that strong, but the rest of 1L stuck to our
rifles, and Helieve me we did cuf them up. J‘heh
etarted to shout “English, English. mercy, mercy.’
but we showed them no mercy, not fol “what they
had done. There: was one German officer gob
hold of one of our wounded men |with his loft
hand and thrust his sword thr Juvhulnm with the
other hand. [They ~dont take :ingn,' -wounded

prisoners; they, bayonet t’hem, and [ think we
ghould show them no mercy. 1 would socner be
shot than taken prisoner.. They Khink [if they
can't” beat ns with guns, they w1lI hoke us . with
gas. I tell youhwhat, it’s murder in|this war. Youw
wotldn’t thinh it, not till yow saw it. - I know
I have had my share of it. and only beenr: in a
week, No. 1 Platoon went in with 4?’ men, and we
only had two killed and seven wounded, o  we
came off lucky. Tha other platoons lwt’ heavily. I
saw some awlul [sights up there.| |It's like hall:
There is one Ibig town, and there | isn’t 4 brick
left/ in.it. T will tell )'ow'what there was a shell
dropped 'in a graveyard, and llnftﬂd offins up out
of the ground. They never “left a hepdstona stand-
ing! The church s the same, neadly knocked to
the| bottom, When & shall bursts it imakes a hole
in the ground you can bury rvsoha\ houses| in it,

‘2o you will know what it will do when it c{rmp: in

a hpuse.”
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