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The Somme, 1916

After nearly two years the ~ months before. alone. France lost 200,000 men
reporting of the Great War in the Then came the event which  and Germany nearly 500,000.
pages of the Whitehaven News hindsight informs us was one of On 3 July 1916 The Times
seemed to have become stale. the bloodiest of World War One — told the world: “Everything has
News of casualties was beginning the Battle of the Somme. Fighting gone well — our troops have
to appear in the “districts” news  raged from July to November. successfully carried out their
rather than on the main news During that time the British Army missions, all counter-attacks have
pages, and the 70-point “THE suffered 420,000 casualties, been repulsed and large numbers
WAR” headline had been dropped nearly 60,000 on the first day of prisoners taken.”

On Thursday, Mr. W. Coliis, watehmaker
and jeweller, Lowther Strect, Whitehaven,
received fromn the front a letter written by
a chaplain of the forces, in which he said
it grieved him sadly to have to write and
tell him that his dear boy was killed in
action during the great, attack last week.
He did his duty bravely and they might well
be proud of him. He was reverently buried.
near the trenches, and he could promise
that lis grave would be lovingly cared for.

This was Isaac, the only son of Mr. and
Mrs. Collis, who have the heartfelt sympathy
of a large cirele oi friends and aequaint-
ances, as they will have that of the general
public, on their grievous los=s. Educated at
Ghyll Bank School, after two years at
Southport, he joined his father in his
business, where he becamne a great favourite
with their patrons.  On the outbreak of
the war he was rejected by Army doctors,
having been injured at football the previ-
ous year. IHis own decter having informid
him thay an operation might possibly fit
him for service, he made arravgements for
it at a nursing home (where he had
earlier in the sanic wgar undergone another
operation) before telling his parents what he
had dome. This was in Sepdember, 1914,
when the “Pal” Movement was running
strongly. In November, 1914, hé joined the
Lonsdale Battalion, at Carlizle; and after
a vear’s strenucus training he went with
that battalion to France, in November,

Laxce.-Corrr. I. COLLIS 1915. He was 27 years of age.

(OF \'n’lll'l‘EliA'\’EN), 20 July 1916
< iD IN ACTION. . : -
”‘\“,‘L;,P ,l, !l(‘ f ? Carlisic.} * Isaac Collis is buried at Blighty Valley

Cemetery, Authuille Wood, France




Csrr. R. R. BLAIR, D.S.0O.,
KILLED IN ACTION.

There ‘had been from time to time various
rumours ‘that Capt. Blair was first of all
wounded and afterwards that he was killed.
So when the latest report got out it was
hoped that this might have beeir another of
the same. But it was soon recognized that
the repont this time was too definite to leave
much room for doubt. Tt was in a letter
received from Quarter-Master-Sergeant
McConnell, A Company. 5th Battalion,
Border Regiment—Capt. Blair's own Com-
pany. The letter, received on Monday
morning was addressed to the Quarter-
Master’s wife, whio lives on Bransty, and
said he was sorry to tell her that Capt.
Blair had been killed. In the evening there
was official confirmation of the sad news
received by Mrs. Blair, Capt. Blair's mother.

Each of the casualties that arrive are of
course equally distressing for relatives, and
evoke public sympathy more or less wide-
spread. But from the position which Capt.
Blair = held at Whitehaveir and his past
record, it is safe to say that there is none
that has occurred or that may yet occur
which has moved the town and district to
s0 general a deep regret for the fallen and
of sympathy for the berecaved as this of

Capt. Blair.
27 July 1916

The Whitehaven News of 6 July 1916 carried
details of very few casualties. But by the issue of
20 July the ongoing reports of dead and wounded
local soldiers was taking space normally devoted to
sports reports.

The issue of 27 July carried two pages of
photographs of dead and injured - 15 in total. Most
weeks there were 3 to 5.

* Robert Blair is buried at Dranoutre Military
Cemetery, Belgium

EGREMONT SOLIDER’S
EXPERIENCE

Private Wm. H. Lindsay has written to his
wife at Swan Lane, Egremont, informing her that he
is wounded. He says he received a shell wound in
the left knee, and a bullet wound in the calf of his
left leg, besides being hit on the face with a German
bomb, but he is now progressing favourably in
hospital at Birkenhead. The lads (the letter
continues) were cut down like grass with the
machine guns, but as soon as we get into their
trenches and see the bayonets they yell out for
mercy. We go at it for all we are worth. | accounted
for about seven Germans myself. I cannot tell you
anything about the Egremont lads. | know that they
all did their duty bravely. 1 was hit in a German
trench, and had to crawl half-a-mile through dead
and wounded to the R.A.M.C. dressing station. It is
hardly possible to describe the battle. It was one
continual roar of guns and whistling of shells.

WHITEHAVEN
CASUALTIES.

In a letter Corporal Corkish, D.C.M. of
Whitehaven, reports that Sergeant Joseph
Telford, Borders, has been killed in action.
Sergeant Tellornd, who formerly worked at
William Pit, Whitehaveir, was a reservist,
and rejoimed his battalion shortly after the
outbreak of war, since which time he has
heen promoted on two or three occasions.
During a short leave, over twelve .months
ago, he came home to be married, and has
not been Lack since then,.though he was
expecting to obtain leave soon to visit his

wife and child. Sergeant Telford was well

Enown at Hogarth Mission, and used to play

in the Mission Band. He was also a mem-

ber of 171 Lowyal Orange Laodge.
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BAREPOT SOLDIER KILLED.
On Saturday there was the vegrettable
tidings that Private Osborne Lewis, the
second son of the late Councillor D. Lewis
and Mrs. Lewis. Glenfield House, Barepot,
Workington, of the local battalion, had died
in the hospital at the base of wounds
received at the front on the lst inst.  He
was 24 years of age and single. He enlisted
in the battalion in Oectober, 1914.° _
Other men belonged to the battalion
reported wounded on Saturday were:— .
Lance-Corporal John Mounsey. son ol
Tnspector Mounsey, Peoter-stroet, Working-
ton, who is doing well; Private Stanley
Smiith, brother of Miss Swith, Jane-street,
Workington: and Private Thomas Camp-
bell, single man, Devonshire-street, Work-
ingto. ’ !
Lauce-Corporal Jack Tumbull. son of
Mr. Christopher Turnbull, Boirwick-street,
Workington. Word was received on Mon-
dav morning that he was lying in a hospital
at Birmingham. His left eye has been shot
out, and part of his face has beea shot
away. i

13 July 1916

The special war correspondent of the “Daily
News” on Wednesday included the Borders
amongst the regiments that have distinguished
themselves in France during the past few days.

6 July 1916

Lance-Corre, ¥. DOWNES
(EGREMONT), fHE BORDER REG.,
KILLED IN ACTION.

(Photograph by The Romney Studio, 8¢,
King Street, Whitchaven.)

27 July 1916

Lievr. L. R. GUNSON,

KILLED IN ACTION.

Another of the casualties that are cutting
off ‘a number of well-known Whitehaven
young fellows from a promising career, 13
that of the death of Lieut. Lezlie R. Gunson,
Royal Garrison Artillery. A letter was
reoceiver]  one Thesday anermimg, by his
parents, from the Major of his Battery,
stating that he was killed on the 18th.  He
wus oub on oll,l-r‘--l;‘z‘\'u.u‘:in"n diaty, and as he was
returning. a bullet cavglht him in the back.
A man who' was with him offered to hind
the wound, but he replicd, " 1's no use, 1
am done”: and he only lived [for ton
minutes.

27 July 1916

* Leslie Gunson is buried at Quarry Cemetery,
Montauban, France
*Fred Downes has no know grave and is
remembered at the Thiepval Memorial, France, the
memorial to the missing of the Somme




ST. BEES OFFICERS
KILLED.

CAPT. S. KENWORTHY,
171« MANCHESTER REGIMENT.

( Photoyraph by P. Guttenhery, Manchester. )

The death of Captain Sianley Kenworthy,
the elder son of Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Ken-
worthy, of Sea Croft, 8t. Bees, who was
killed in action on July 1st, the first day
of the Britich advance in France, was tele-
graphed to Mr. Kenworthy on Friday. After
the outbreak of war Captain Kenworthy was
one of the first to offer his services, and
haviag besn accepted, he was shortly after-
wurds gazetted as second-lieatenant in the
17th Clity Battalion, Manchester Regiment.
He seon proved himself to be a very capable
and smart officer, and was promoted to the
raink of lieutenant, and then to that of
captain. Since he had been in France he

had seen a good deal of fighting, and his

name appeared m Sir Douglas Haig’s list of
those who had distinguished themselves in
the field, which avas published on June 16th

The deepest publiec sympathy with
Mr. and Mrs. Kenworthy is everywhere
expreszed, with sorrow, for they, wvith so
many others, have sufferesd the bitterest loss
that war can infliet on parenis—that of the

Pvri. ARTHUR GIBSON,
SANTON BRIDGE,

| KILLED IN ACTION.
( Photograph by H. Beutley, Day and Electric Studio,
Barrow-in-Furicss).

On Wednesday, last week, word was
received of the death of Pvi. Arthur Gibson,
of Santon Bridge, who had been shot by a
sniper, whilst returning from the {renches,
on {he 5th inst. As a youth Private Gibzon
was employed on the Flurness Railway, but
ill health and consuaption developed, and
for several years he lived and dieted on the
outdoor system for consumptives, and was
alsq given a long sea voyage on one of
Mesgsrs. Brocklebank's steamecrs. After a
brave "and patient figirt, he ultimately
recovered, and assisted bhis auint Miss Tur-
perin theananagement of the Santon Bridgs
post-office. Ever "since the war began he
talked of joiiing the. Colours, and lasi
November he offered himself, and was
accepted for active service. He was trained
at Barrow-in-Furness with the Border
Regiment, and in May last was drafted to
active service. He was a keen fisherman
and follower of the Eskdale [foxhounds.

20 & 27 July 1916

* Stanley Kenworthy is buried at Dantzig Alley
British Cemetery, Mametz, France
* Arthur Gibson is buried at Ridge Wood Military
Cemetery, Belgium

HARRINGTON MEN WOUNDED

Word has  been received of a few Harrington
men who have been wounded in the big push m
Fronce. Included among these are Privates
l{ugh Templeton, Llewelyn Douglas, Robert Dian

Hlld L]'Ol'd(}“- 20 \JUIy 1916

eldest bown.,

13 July1916



AWHITEHAVEN SOLDIER IN
THE ADVANCE

A Whitehaven soldier writes home: “At last
we are out of it. We went into the worst trenches
on earth on Wednesday night under shell-fire,
stayed on the front line until Friday morning, and
at eight am went over the parapet and took three
lines of German tranches. It was a magnificent bat-
tle, and no doubt it would be in the papers. The
bombardment before we charged was simple nerve
-racking, The best sight was when the Germans ran
away before out bayonets; when our machine guns
mowed them down.

| rather pitied the Huns, because our artillery
killed hundreds in their dug-outs - it gave them an
awful time, When we got to their second line our
bombers threw bombs into their dug-outs, where
they hid, setting the places on fire. What Germans
got out were bayonetted. The others were burnt or
buried. After a short stand in their second line we
rushed the third, killing many Huns with our ma-
chine-guns as they retired. Well thank God | am
one of the lucky ones, | have seen the horrors of
war. | know what it is to be hungry and thirsty and
have to work without an ounce of strength in me.

Great excitement prevailed during the ad-
vance, one sergeant shouting at the top of his voice
“Come on lads; let’s all be in the kill"” Then every-
body ran faster, It was a sight worth seeing when
all the Brigade rushed after the retiring Hun, and
shells dropped everywhere.” 20 July 1916

These articles are taken from the
Whitehaven News, held on
microfilm at Whitehaven Archive
and Local Studies Centre, and
indexed by volunteers.

The issues covering the time of
the Great War have been
indexed by a group of volunteers
in an eighteen-month long
project undertaken to
commemorate the centenary of
the outbreak of war, and to act
as a lasting memorial to all
whose lives were touched by the
events.

Pvr. TOM SCURR
BORDER REGIMENT,
WOUNDED FOR THE SECOND

TIME.
(Photograplhy by W. Gibscn, Tangier Build
ings, Whiatehaven.)

Information has been weeceived by lus
parenis, Mr, and AMrs. George Scurr, of
Chairch ‘Street, Whitchaven, that their son,
Private Tom Scurr, [formerly of the linotype
department of *The Whitchaven News.,”
Iid., had been mounded for the second time.
They have received the following letters:—

“Clearing Hospital, Eastleigh, Hant-,
: July 7. 1916.
“Dear Mother.—1 write these few Lines tn
let yomu know that I am back in <ear old
England once azain. I got wounded on the
afternoon of July 1st at the battle of the
Somme, but am pleased to tell you that i
is not very much, and I am mending more
every day. I got to the German fourth line
before they managed 1o knock me over, and
I can tell you that (he German who dil
knock me over won'i kinock anvone else over,
because he is under the daisics now. 1t
was a terrible battle, and 1 don't know how
Tom Grundell came on in it. . . . |
am being transferred from this hospital to
Newcastle, and hope to be hoane for Adugust
Monday at least. T am hit in the hands,
but won't lose any fingers, so you =ee | am
lucky.”

27 July 1916

* Tom Scurr went back to the front and lost his
life 27 January 1917, but his death was not
confirmed until late April 1917. He has no known
grave and is remembered at the Thiepval
Memorial France, the memorial to the missing of
the Somme




AWHITEHAVEN MAN KILLED

During last week it was rumoured in
Whitehaven that Private John McCluskey, of the
Border Regiment, had been wounded, but his
relatives could get no reliable information of the
matter until Monday last when they received the
official news of his death in action in the “big
push”, which took place on the 1% of July.
Private McCluskey was a tailor with Messrs.
Lucas and  Cussons, Lowther  Street,
Whitehaven. He was 23 years of age. The last
time he visited Whitehaven was in March last
when his father, an old and respected employee
of Whitehaven Colliery, met with a fatal
accident at William Pit, and on which occasion
Private McCluskey obtained leave of absence
to attend the funeral. 20 July 1916

DEATH OF PVT. BENTLEY,
WHITEHAVEN.

News was received on Wednesday of the
death of Private Sidney Victor Bentley, of
the King's Own Royal Lancasters, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Bentley, of Church Street,
Whitehaven. Private Bentley who was only
24 years cf age, enlisted on the 15th Nove-
ber, 1915, and after training at  Plymouth
for three momths went to Egypt. and then
to the Persian Gulf with the telief party to
Towwnsend.  He there contracted dysentery,
and was  in the Field Hospital for some
time, afterwards being sent to the Military
Hogpital at Bombay. A telegram was
received on July 1st, that hewas dangerously
ill, and on Wednesday night another tele-
gram announced his death. Before joining
the IForces Private Bentley had served his
time with Mr. A. W. Wilson, Lowther Street,
as a dental mechanie, and was later with
Mr. Knowles, Tangier Street. He was
married on Javuary 22nd this year while on
leave.

THE TONER FAMILY, WHITEHAVEN.

Bom. Driver

Private
P. ¥. TONELR.

Private
PETELR TONEL.

20 July 1916

JAS. TONER, RF.A. J. TONER, R.F.A.
The four Toner brothers are sons of Mr. and Mrs. J. Toner, of 76, M;.ri;et‘ll’laug,
Whitehaven. Private Peter Toner, Tyneside Irish, 21 years of age, has been killed in
action ; Private Patrick Francis Toner, who is in the T}'Ij.cﬂ_l‘l.lﬂ Ivish, is in a trench
hospital ; Bombardier Jas. Toner, is married, and is in the R.F.A. Driver John “Yoner,
is also in the IR F.A. _
(Frow a Photograph by W. Gibson, Tungicr Buildings, Pangicr Street, Whitchaven )

27 July 1916



DISTINGTON SOLDIERS
WOUNDED.

Official news has been received by Mr. and Mra.
Joseph Hunter, Pica Cottages, that their son,
Private sJoseph Hunter, had been wounded on
July 1st. Ha is now lving i hezpital at Man-
chester.  This s the second time Private Hunter
has been wounded.

Word has been received by Mre. and Mes. H.
Thompson, Main Street, Distington, that their son
Private Williarn Thompson wae wounded in the
back :and has been brought to a hospital in Liver-
pool. He is doing nicely.

Mr. and Mrs. G. B. Fee, Pica Cottages, received
intimation on Menday that their son Private Wil-
Uam B. Fee, has been wounded in the back, in the
heavy fighting on or about July 4th. Private Fea
joined the army soon after the war broke out, and
before cnlisting was employed at Walkmill Colliery
Mereshy.

20July1916

FOUR SOLDIERS IN
ONE FAMILY.

ONE WHITEHAVEN MAN
KILLED AND
ANOTHER INJURED.

News has been received by Mr. and Mrs.
J. Toner, of 76, Market Place, Whitehaven,
of the doath of thelr son, Private Petex
Toner, ot Tyneside Irish, who was killed on
the 1¢t of July. He was a clog sole maker,
angd was working for Mr. Carruthers, of
Frizinglon, at the time of his enlistment.
His father and mother on Friday received
the following letter:— ]

* Dear Sir,—It is with the deepest regret
that I have 1o inform you of the death on
1=t inst. of 1269 Ple. Peter Toner. Doring
his service in this battalion he endeared
him=elf to his tellow soldiers, and his cheer-
ful ready spirit was much appreciated by
his Company ofticers. 1t may afford his
relatives some consolation to know that he
died in action during one of the Lravest
cttacks ever made by DBritish soldiers. The
cest in precious lives was ceonsiderable, but
the vietory gained was complete.

“MThose whoe remain deeply mourn his loss
and join with me in tendering their heart-
felt sympathy 1o his many sorrowing
relatives and friends.—Yowrs very truly,

J. B. GLASS, Sevond-Lieut.,
« 0.0, B’ Company.”

Private Patrick Francis Toner, Tyneside
Trish, wiho is in & hospital in France suffer-
irg from shock, is a }{;rt}hher of the above.
He wofked for Mr. Bayliff, of Workingtou,
prior to emlistment. Mr. Toner has two
other sons in the R.F.A.;—ea family of four
sons given to the service of the country.

20 July 1916

LANCE-CORPORAL SIGNALLER

JOHN SEWELL
(OF EGREMONT), THE ¢ PALS.”
KILLED IN ACTION.

News is 1o hand that Lance-Corpl. Jnhn‘

Sewell, eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. J.
Sewell, of Smithfield, Egremont, has been
killed in action. In a letter to his parents
Private Joshua Sewell (their youngest son,
who was wounded in the same battle) writes
as follows:— Fhe

“ Just a few lines to let you know I have
landed at the base. When 1 arrived 1 was
almost struck dumb when a young fellow
told me he saw John killed. Poor lad! Ile
got about five machine gun bullets through
his head, so he would be kilied outright. 1
can hardly realize it iz true. He was hit
whilst running out from our first line to the
German first line, which ave had captured:
just before he got into their trench. The
chap who told me wis also a signaller, and
was with Lim whon he was killed”

Lance-Corpl. John Sewell was only 28
years of age, and joined the Army on the
outbreak of hostilities. He received his
training at Codford and Boseombe, and
proceeded to France with the  Pals.” He
was a signaller, and was a great favourite
among his pals. Prior to his enlistment he
was emploved at the Ullcoatss Mines, at
Egremont, and heing of a quiet disposition
was held in high estecm' by his employers
and the men. When hoime on furiough he
looked every inch a soldier, being almost six
feet high. -

His brother, Pie. Jos,
gressing favourably.

Sewell, 1s pro-

27 July 1916

* Peter Toner and John Sewell are remembered
at the Thiepval Memorial France, the memorial
to the missing of the Somme




Pvr. J. B. RATCLIFFE

(OF GOSFORTH),
DIED OF WOUNDS ON HIS 20ru
‘ BIRTHDAY.

Official news has Dbeen received by
Mr. and Mrs. Rateliffe, of Denton Hiil, that
their son, DPrivate John  Braithwaite
Ratcliffe, has died of wouuds received in
action in France on July 3th. that date being
his 20th birthday. The deccaseid jomed the
“Pals” Battalion early on in the war.

27 July 1916

Pvr. J. NORMAN KELLY
(CLEATOR), 81« BORDER REGT.,

TWICE WOUNDED.
27 July 1916

Pvr. JAMES TWEDDLE

(WHITEHAVEN), BORDER  REG.,
KILLED IN ACTION.

Rumouts Irad been rife in the town «durinz
last ‘week that Private James Tweddie, 20
years of age, of the Border Regiment. had
been killed in action in the recent * great
pu=h.”" but the report was not officially con-
firmed wumil Monday, when the oflicial
intimation was reccived by his wife. Pvt
Tweddle | previous to marriage with the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Dauiel Wear, of
164, Quedn: Street. resided with his pareuts,
Mr. and; Mrs. John Tweddle, at Lowea.

where he¢ Mwas um,‘rtuyﬁ.l at No. 9 Colliery,

where he was much respected by his fellow-
workmen and all who knew him., Privaie
Tweddle joined the Border Regiment on the
15t of November, 1914, and after a full year's
training he went into active service. About
eight wecks ago he had a short furlongh. A
wife and one child are left to mourn 1115‘1'}?}‘."!.

20 July 1916

* John Ratcliffe is buried at Puchevillers British
Cemetery, France
* James Tweddle has no known grave and is
remembered at the Thiepval Memorial France, the
memorial to the missing of the Somme

* J Norman Kelly wrote a short account of his
experiences of the first day of the Battle of the
Somme which was published in the Whitehaven

News, 27 July 1916

The ** Pala ” eat
> Mackintosh's TOFFEE DE LUXE.

6 July 1916



