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<= Data are available FREE OF CHARGE
on the Eurostat website:
ec.europa.eu/eurostat

Eurostat’s website

Eurostat provides users with free access to all of its databases, as
well as PDF versions of its publications; these are available from
Eurostat’s website. To discover more, open a web browser and go
to the Eurostat homepage, at: ec.europa.eu/eurostat.
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How to find Statistics
Explained?

Statistics Explained is available at:

Yeur guide o Burapean stabisies

Navigation and collaborative tools

There is a permanent navigational tool provided on the left-hand side
of each screen within Statistics Explained, this provides useful tools

to navigate, as well as links to other parts of Eurostat’s website, the EU
bookshop and a toolbox of utilities.

Along the top of each page there is a wide range of useful collaborative
tools that allow interaction through social media networks, providing
opportunities to share, blog, cite, print, bookmark or send articles.

These built-in tools (such as Twitter or Facebook) allow users to com-
municate their findings to colleagues, friends or family.
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ing of results.

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/
statistics_explained

For those already familiar with Eurostat’s website, Statistics
Explained may be reached from various web pages including the

Eurostat homepage. Just look for the 8, icon.

Who should visit Statistics Explained?

The main objective of Statistics Explained is
to reach as broad an audience as possible. It is
aimed at experts from academia or business,
who are not familiar with Eurostat’s website,
while at the same time presenting information
in a simple and easy to understand fashion so
that it also appeals to the general public. Statis-
tics Explained should also appeal to those who
can not or do not want to use online databases.
It is therefore useful to a broad array of users,
for whatever purpose: study, work, discussing or
sharing information with others, or curiosity.

Searching for information on Statistics Explained

An easy way to find a particular article in Statistics Explained is
through a standard search on the Internet using a few keywords - the
chances are high that the article will appear near the top of the rank-

Statistics Explained also has its own search facility that is always
available in the top left-hand corner of each page.

Furthermore, Statistics Explained pages are included when users
make a search for particular keyword(s) on Eurostat’s website; the

results are returned above a list of hyperlinks to related publications,

datasets and metadata.
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Navigating around Statistics
Explained

Besides a search on keywords, there
are two other navigational tools within
Statistics Explained that may help us-
ers find an article: these are statistical
themes and categories.

The hierarchy of statistical themes
(and subthemes) reflects the thematic
logic of Eurostat’s website, where data
and publications are grouped under
one of nine headings, from General

and regional statistics, through to Science and technology. There
is a hyperlink to a listing of all themes and subthemes that is avail-
able in the left-hand column of each Statistics Explained page.

In a similar way, categories
are used on Statistics Ex-
plainedforlogicalgroupings
of articles in a less formal
manner. Categories are not
classified in a hierarchy
and new categories are
created if they are useful
for grouping sets of related
articles. There is a hyperlink
to an alphabetic listing of
all categories available in
the left-hand column of
each Statistics Explained
page. Furthermore, at the
bottom of statistical articles
and glossary pages there
is a list of categories to
which the particular page
belongs; these hyperlinks
can provide a useful tool for
finding related information
in other articles.

Categories
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tatistics Explained

Your guide to European statistics

What is Statistics Explained?

Statistics Explained is a new tool that provides easy access to Eu-
rostat’s statistical information. Working in a similar way to Wiki-
pedia, it is easy to use and easy to navigate. Statistics Explained is a
rich source of information for the full-range of statistical subjects
covered by Eurostat.

Statistics Explained is:

- anencyclopaedia of European Union statistics;

- a portal to further information for occasional and for regular
users alike;

- astatistical glossary.

Statistics Explained makes extensive use of hyperlinking and
similar possibilities offered by the Internet to provide seamless ac-
cess to information at various levels. It contains statistical data and
explanations, but also provides links to the latest figures and all
kind of relevant background information which may be useful to
understand the statistics presented.

Where can it be found?

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained

How is the information on Statistics Explained
presented?

Statistics Explained is made up of highly interlinked web pages.
There are essentially two basic types of pages on Statistics Ex-
plained: statistical articles that provide information on a particular
topic, and glossary/background pages that provide more detailed,
technical descriptions of an indicator or specific data collection.
More details on how to navigate the wealth of information and on
the general structure of statistical articles is provided overleaf.

What language options are available?

Statistics Explained is currently only available in English.

Many non-English speaking users make use of online translation
tools such as Google Translate to display Statistics Explained pages
in other languages.

Statistics Explained and Eurostat publications

Since it was created in 2009, the web-based articles on Statistics Ex-
plained have gradually replaced several of Eurostat’s publications.
Summaries and analyses of statistics can be much more rapidly, easily
and efficiently released through Statistics Explained than via tradi-
tional paper publications.

Some books, like European Busi-
ness — facts and figures have been
completely replaced by a set of Sta-
tistics Explained articles. However,
Eurostat will keep on producing
traditional publications in paper
and/or PDF format, especially in
the following areas:

short publications analysing
the freshest statistical data
available (Statistics in Focus series);

methodological publications for a small, specialist audience
(Methodologies and working papers series, only available in PDF
format);

a limited number of flagship publications, such as the Eurostat
yearbook. Note that the full content of the Eurostat yearbook is
also available on Statistics Explained, where specific articles may
be updated more frequently and outside of the annual periodic re-
lease of the paper publication;

a number of free-of-charge pocketbooks on main statistical top-
ics, for reference and marketing purposes.

ISBN 978-92-79-18764-3;
doi:10.2785/11240

Publications Office © European Union, 2011
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