Thinking Rural Applying a checklist

	Organisation / Directorate:
	

	Policy, Project, Area of work to be rural proofed:

	

	Key Contact:

	


The term ‘policy’ has been used generically to mean: Key decision on existing service, Development of a new service, Creation of performance target to drive service improvement.
	Will your policy affect any other services in a rural area?


	Y/N

	How:



	Could you deliver the policy you are suggesting through existing service outlets?


	

	Which outlets:


	Will there be an extra cost to delivering your policy to rural areas?


	

	How much:


	Will your policy affect travel needs or the cost of travel for rural communities?


	

	In what way:



	Does your policy rely on communication of information to clients?


	

	How:


	Will you deliver your policy through a third-party?


	

	Who:


	Does your policy rely on an infrastructure that may put rural communities at a disadvantage - is the framework there in rural areas?


	

	What type of infrastructure:


	Will your policy have an impact on rural businesses and the economy?


	

	In what way:



	Will your policy have an impact on land-based industries, for example mining for minerals?


	

	In what way:



	Will your policy particularly affect those on low wages or in part-time or seasonal employment?


	

	In what way:



	Will your policy target disadvantaged people?


	

	Which people & how:



	Does your policy rely on local organisations for delivery?


	

	What type of organisations:



	Is your policy likely to be restricted in its implementation or delivery by landscape or heritage protection which is more common in the countryside?


	

	In what way:



	Will your policy impact on people wishing to reach and use the countryside for recreation?


	

	In what way:




	Please list the recommended changes to your policy, key decision or target as a result of your answers to the above questions:


	

	If there are significant factors preventing the implementation of the recommended changes to your policy please outline these below: 
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