
Aspatria & District Neighbourhood Forum
Minutes of the meeting held on 08 July 2008 at the Blennerhasset Village Hall
Welcome and Introduction

The meeting was chaired by Councillor Jim Buchanan.  Apologies were received from Denise Raper, Mike Philips, Steph Smithson, Peter Bennett, Amanda Coates, Bridget Stanley.   
Community Travel Plan
Andrew Butler from Highways was at the Forum to discuss the County Council’s Community Travel Plan (CTP) for the parishes of Allhallows, Blennerhassett & Torpenhow.   

At the meeting in April residents raised their concerns about travel in the area and highlighted 26 issues and suggestions.  All the items have been detailed on the parish map and have been colour coded relating to cycling, walking, public transport and the safe use of the private car.  Andrew asked the forum to select their top ten priorities and then score them as to which was their top priority.  

Andrew summarised some of the more common priorities which included crossing point to the Play Park, speed limits, and footpaths

Following the forum’s prioritisation exercise the Highways Team will also score the items against the objectives of the Local Transport Plan to create a combined priority list.  Allerdale Local Committee will provide funding in 2009/10 to deliver the top priority scheme.   Information about the priority being considered will be fed back to the forum. 

A resident asked why there wasn’t a 30mph speed limit in the village of Blennerhasset.  Andrew advised that Cumbria County Council introduced a 30mph speed limit on the back of street lighting legislation therefore if there is no street lighting in the village a request for a speed limit has to go through a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) which is expensive and time consuming.  If there are a lot of request from different villages then these are all packaged together into one TRO which will reduce cost of the legal fees.  It is important to bear in mind that illumination levels and the height of the light are taken into consideration when establishing if an adequate system of street lighting already exists. 

Aspatria Children’s Centre

Hannah Davison from Barnardos was at the forum to give an update on the new children’s centre in Aspatria which will be in the old the Solway Initiative building.  

An extension has been added to the back to house the lift and buggy store. Inside the rooms have not changed much. Facilities on offer include:-
· Extended Services Co-ordinator

· 1:1 room which can be used by other agencies (job centre, citizen’s advice, health

· Child friendly room upstairs

· Support Groups

· Training Room – a wide variety of courses can be delivered e.g. cookery, First Aid, Toddler Dance, Food Hygiene

Questionnaires will be sent round asking parents what services they would like to see at the Centre.  The Centre is open for all of the community and anyone can suggest new courses or schemes for the Centre.  

It is hoped that the Centre will be open in September 2008 so during the summer activities will be available in the Church Hall.  The Stay & Play will continue to be located in the Church Hall (Community Centre).  
Barnardos do currently offer outreach sessions and this is demand led.  If you want an outreach session in the village please get in touch with Hannah at hannah.davison@barnardos.org.uk
Agricultural Sewage Sludge
Peter Daley

Allerdale Borough Council (ABC) – Environmental Health Manager

Roy Dunbar

United Utilities (UU)– Local Process Manager

Richard Wood
Environment Agency (EA) – Local Environment Officer

Peter Daley advised the forum that ABC and EA have applied pressure to UU about the problems raised at previous forums.  UU have put improved arrangements in place which will reduce the problem.  Since the last forum ABC have received nine notifications from UU about sludge spreading and had only received one complaint from the public (today) from Branthwaite. 

Roy Dunbar confirmed that all sludge will be ploughed in within 24 hours, if there is a breakdown of machinery then the sludge will not be delivered.   The Workington liming plant is now operational following a lot of work and investment and a more sophisticated liquid liming plant is expected in 18 – 24 months. 

Richard Wood advised that since the last meeting there have been no applications for mixing of lime and no notifications of new storage piles.  There are three piles currently in the area which are due to be spread imminently.  

There has been no progress on the suggestion of using an injection method.  Roy agreed to look into this and feed back to the forum.   

	Bothel’s experience is that it was the storage of the sludge that was an issue, not the spreading. There was a suggestion to notify parish councils when they may be affected by a storage site and to provide them with a pro-forma in case they need to report any incidents.
	Storage locations are logged with EA and spreading locations are logged with ABC, so this information can be passed onto the parish councils.

ABC has a standard pro-forma which can be issued to the parish councils and can also be posted on the website.

	How are sites selected – does UU approach the farmer or vice versa?  And what rules are in place to regulate the actual storage of the sludge (in the past it has been stored next to houses and schools)
	Roy Dunbar was unsure about the process.  He agreed to get confirmation and feed this back to the forum.  

	There are restrictions regarding spreading the sludge on crops for direct human consumption.  How safe is it and who regulates it?
	Roy advised that liming is the agreed method of treatment and the sludge is tested to an accredited level which is safe for agricultural use.  

Roy will check if the results of the test are published and to check what tests Envar undertake to check the soil is suitable etc

	There was confusion over Envar and who regulates them. 
	

	Parishes advised that the conditions put in place for the spreading of whey waste are not being controlled. These is no spreading on a Friday, weekend or bank holiday 
	Pat will feed this back to Tony McLoughlin at Aspatria Creamery


Aspatria Community Centre

From 01 January 2008 the Church Hall in Aspatria was renamed the Aspatria Community Centre.  Historically the hall was used mainly for church functions, a number of hall users got together to improve the facilities and bring it into wider community use.  The committee are looking for new users and will be carrying out a feasibility study to improve the facilities.  A questionnaire will be sent round all homes in the area asking for suggestions to help increase usage of the Community Centre. 
New for Summer 2008 – Tea and Chat on the first Wednesday of the month from 10.30 to 12.00 at Aspatria Community Centre.  For further details please call Alison Andrew on 01900 898891.
Highways Steward Scheme

The Highway Steward Scheme is now in operation.  Peter Barnes will be responsible for the local parishes.  On 29 July residents will have the opportunity to meet Peter at Aspatria Rugby Club (Allhallows and Blennerhasset) and on 23 July at Victoria Hall, Cockermouth (Bothel & Gilcrux).  All incidents should continue to be logged via the Highways Hotline, although each parish will be asked to nominate one person as a first point of contact for Peter. 

Aspatria Dreamscheme – Bike Maintenance 
Members of Aspatria Dreamscheme are setting up bike maintenance classes.  If anyone has any old bikes that they no longer need please get in touch with Pat Ackred.   

One Stop Shop

Cumbria County Council is looking to roll out 12 One Stop Shops across the county by the end of the year.  There will be one at Aspatria Library. 

Mental Health Services in Cumbria

Cumbria Primary Care Trust (PCT) is currently consulting on further improvements to mental health services for adults.  The consultation period is from 09 June 2008 to 30 September 2008.  Copies of the consultation document are available from the Area Office on 01900 325010 or the PCT on 08447 280107.
Drop in Sessions

Pat Ackred, Neighbourhood Development Officer, and Alison Andrew from Age Concern hold a monthly drop in at Aspatria Library where you can come and have a chat about any issues or get information about funding for community groups.  They are held on the second Friday of the month from 2pm to 3pm. 

Aspatria Youth Partnership

The Aspatria Youth Partnership has been established for two years and meets quarterly to discuss various youth projects and issues.  There are representatives from Cumbria County Council, Police, Town Council,Church and School.  If anyone is interested in getting involved please speak to Pat. 

SIDS

The SIDS scheme has been suspended until September 2008 due to officers receiving injuries during the transport of the SID.  Instead the Police will come out with radar guns and monitor speed in this way.  Parish Councils present expressed their disappointment with the performance of the Police in this scheme. 

Gilcrux

Please log onto www.gilcrux.org.uk and comment on the plans for the village hall.

Bus Services

Concern was expressed at the withdrawal of the Bus Service 39 (Aspatria to Carlisle). Cllr Buchanan confirmed that decisions were made following public consultation and added that the service has been reduced and not withdrawn in full. 
Aspatria Charity Shop

The Aspatria Charity Shop gave out over £13,000 in grants last year.  New applications welcomed. 
Community Grants

New Applications considered at the Forum and recommendations made as follows:-
Aspatria Community Centre
£150

Aspatria Dreamscheme

£450

Sitting on the Grants Panel were:-
Jon Parnaby


Gilcrux Parish Council

Audrey Tinnion

Aspatria Town Council

Raymond Wren

Bothel Parish Council

Margaret Abbot

Allhallows Parish Council

John Spiers-Dawson
Plumbland Parish Council

Jim Buchanan *

Cumbria County Coucil. 

* Declared an interest in one of the applications being considered. 
Date of next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on 13 October 2008 (venue to be confirmed). 
Actions noted at the Forum

	Details of Issue
	Action needed
	By Whom

	The forum suggested injection as a method.  
	United Utilities to look into this and feed back
	Roy Dunbar

	There was a suggestion to notify parish councils when they may be affected by a spreading location site and to provide them with a pro-forma in case they need to report any incidents.
	Spreading locations are logged with ABC so he could feed this information into the parish councils. 

ABC has a standard pro-forma which can be issued to the parish councils and can also be posted on the website.
	Peter Daley

	There was a suggestion to notify parish councils when they may be affected by a storage site.
	Storage locations are logged with EA so this information could be fed into the parish councils. 
	Richard Wood

	How are sites selected – does UU approach the farmer or vice versa?  
	United Utilities to look into this and feed back.   
	Roy Dunbar

	Are the results of any tests carried out by UU or Envar published?
	Roy to check if the results of the test are published and to check what tests Envar undertakes to check the soil is suitable etc
	Roy Dunbar

	Parishes advised that the conditions put in place such for the spreading of whey waste are not being controlled. 
	Pat will feed this back to Tony McLoughlin at Aspatria Creamery
	Pat Ackred / Tony McLoughlin


