Solway Coast Neighbourhood Forum
Minutes of the meeting held on 21st April 2009 at Bothel Village Hall
Welcome & Introduction

The forum was chaired by Cllr Jim Buchanan  
Funding for Village Halls 
Carl Glynn from ACT was unable to attend.

Pat Ackred apologised and explained that ACT are no longer giving funding advice for village halls. The CVS now give this funding advice. Groups seeking funding advice need to be specific about what they want to fund as the CVS do not give a list of potential funders to groups but tailor their advice to specific needs. Pat will make arrangements for the CVS to contact anyone who would like specific funding advice if they give her their contact details.  Carl is quite happy to attend a future meeting to discuss other issues around village halls.
Questions and Comments

1) Solway Arts are struggling with funding
They have received funding from local committee and combined grants but their funding from the Borough Council has been cut.
2) Bothel village hall has been trying for 2 years to access funding. The CVS gave them a list of funders but these were only for small amounts. They haven’t had any help filling in forms, and forms for large funders such as the lottery are complicated.
3) Gilcrux Village Hall received £400,000 from the lottery.  Carl (ACT) helped them to tweak the form and he was quite helpful. Carl gave promotional and marketing advice. The CVS will give accounting and funding training.  
4) Ireby WI Hall would like some information on funding as they require a new roof. 

Spreading of Sewage Sludge on agricultural land
Peter Daley – Allerdale Borough Council
Spreading of sewage sludge is legal and is happening everywhere not just in Cumbria.  Allerdale Borough Council have regular meetings with the Environment Agency and United Utilities.
United Utilities said they would try to choose remote areas and have agreed to try and have the sludge ploughed in within 24hrs.  90% will be ploughed into the land and 10% will be spread on pasture land away from residential areas. They have also requested that they do not spread in the same area too often.  They have asked United Utilities to look into direct drilling.
A new plant is being built at Workington to incorporate liquid lime and this will reduce the smell before spreading.  This won’t be commissioned until the end of the year.

The storage of sludge before spreading comes under the Environment Agency.
Questions & Comments 

1. Although the spreading is at Plumbland the smell is really bad at Bothel and can even reach Aspatria.  The smell is usually for a period of 24hrs or so while it is being stored on the land prior to ploughing.
2. It was an issue last year and one reason was that the liming plant wasn’t working.  The liming plant is now working but the reduction in smell is very small.

3. The smell is unbelievable and affects the quality of live as washing can’t be hung out and everyone wants to say inside with their windows closed. One of the fields being treated even has a public footpath through
4. No information has been passed to the residents regarding the spreading.  They would like to be informed of what is being spread and when. 
5. It is put onto the fields as it’s a cheap form of fertilizer and it’s also a way for United Utilities to dispose of the waste as its no longer allowed to go into the sea.

6. Can residents be notified of when the spreading will be? 

Allerdale Borough Council are notified of the spreading but usually only on the actual  day.
7. How much control do the farmers have over when it is spread?  

The farmers request the spreading but it is United Utilities who have the contract for the work.  United Utilities contact the Environment Agency for information about which fields may be used and the spreading is completed by an outside contractor called Envar.

8. One load came from Northern Ireland.  If it can be transported why isn’t it ploughed in in non-residential areas?
9. The smell is still unacceptable even after all these conditions have been met.

10. There is a law of nuisance but the problem is that it is difficult to prove and difficult to measure how bad the smell is.

11. Can a rep from the community be present at the meetings held between Allerdale Borough Council, Environment Agency and United Utilities?  
Not sure as it’s a county wide meeting
12. The Environment Agency and Allerdale Borough Council were involved last year as the smell was so offensive.  Overall it feels as though last years comments have been disregarded.
Area Community Plan – Jim Buchanan
The parishes around Aspatria have formed a cluster for community planning.  ACT is supporting the cluster.
The goal of these clusters is for parishes to work together in areas of common interest and it will mean that communities should have more input and say in what affects their lives.  Community Plans haven’t featured in district and county council plans in the past but now local plans are being taken into account where possible.

There are 9 parish councils involved so far and there is funding available to help get the cluster set up and to provide secretarial support for 4 hours per week.

Parishes can pay pro rata and they will also be able to send up to two reps to the meetings.  Each Parish is asked to produce an A4 sheet of aspirations and these will form the basis of the plan.
Wigton Police – PS606 Montgomery
· Police Surgeries are now up and running.  You can find all the dates and venues on the police website.
· The email address for Wigton is northallerdalecommunityteam@cumbria.police.uk
· SIDS are ready to go back out again.  They haven’t got the resources to train each individual on using the device but would like to train one individual from each cluster who could then train the other volunteers.

· Under the Street Safe programme the police have been asking people what the issue are and the main one is speeding on the A596, especially from the log wagons.  They have written to all the haulage companies.  Money is also being raised to place signs either end of Aspatria.

· Car Park near Lawson St – they are also looking into lighting for that area to discourage youths from congregating.

Questions & Comments

1. CCTV is inadequate in the area

2. Accidents often happen on the A595 at Bothel.  They used to have a solar panel sign warning drivers to slow down but it was removed because it was not working properly.  Could this be put back up?
3. There is confusion over which policing area Bothel comes under - Cockermouth or Wigton?
It is covered by Cockermouth.  It is only covered by Wigton if Cockermouth are very busy.
4. The posters that are dropped off at local shops explaining who the local officer is and contact details are very popular.  
5. What happens with problems that fall on the boundaries?
Inspectors have regular meeting to discuss any issues.

Community Grants
New Applications considered at the meeting and recommendations made as follows:-
St. Michaels School, Bothel

£500.00
Aspatria Dreamscheme


£500.00

Sitting on the grants panel were:

Jim Buchanan 



CCC
Michael Guy




Boltons PC

Jon Parnaby




Gilcruz PC

John Spiers Dawson


Plumbland PC

Audrey Tinnion



ABC

Victor De Quincey



Bothel PC

Maragret Abbott



Aspatria 

Date of next meeting

Monday 13th July 2009 – provisional venue Village Hall at Bolton Low Houses
Suggestions for next agenda

· Update on sewage sludge (Environment Agency and United Utilities will be invited)
· Satisfaction on funding

· Code of conduct for parish councils
Attendance
18 Adults
5 Children from St. Michaels School in Bothel

Actions noted at the Forum

	Details of Issue
	Action needed
	By Whom

	Village Halls unsure what help they will be able to get from CVS and ACT.
	Clarification on what the help is available from both organizations.
	Pat Ackred


