Aspatria Neighbourhood Forum
Minutes of the meeting held on 14th July 2009
 Bolton Low Houses Village Hall
Welcome & Introduction

The forum was chaired by Cllr Tony Markley.  Apologies from Jim Buchanan.
The County Council Elections – Tony Markley
Tony Markley introduced himself and gave an update on the County Council elections and talked about the future plans for the area.  
· The cabinet is now made up of 6 Conservatives, 3 Labour and 1 Independent.  Tony Markley is responsible for Highways & Economy, Tim Knowles is responsible for Transport and Environment, Duncan Fairburn is responsible for Children Services - Schools and Ann Burrows is responsible for Children Services - Social Services.  The Council have voted for a Strong Leader rather than a Mayorship and they aim to move forward working together rather than letting the politics get in the way.  This is working well at the moment and will bring the power back down to the districts.  The Council Leader is Jim Buchanan.
· £400,000 has been secured for the roads from Moota to Silloth, Wigton to Silloth and Allonby.  The roads will be patched this year and resurfaced next year.

Spreading of sewage sludge on agricultural land
Update from the following agencies:
Peter Daley – Allerdale Borough Council (Environmental Health)
Richard Wood – Environment Agency (regulates the storage of sewage sludge stock piles)
Roy Dunbar – United Utilities (Sludge is produced at the Workington treatment plant)
Mike Little – United Utilities (District Manager who looks after a fleet of tankers)
Ian Leslie – Envar (Manages stock piles for spreading)
Stuart Smith – Envar (Business Development Manager)
Comments raised at the previous meeting

1. Residents would like to be notified of the spreading

This doesn’t happen anywhere else and is unlikely to happen

2. Ploughing should be completed within 12hrs

Please let us know any examples where this hasn’t happened.  (No examples raised)

3. Environmental Health have requested better notification

Since this request they have been receiving more notification

Comments & Questions

1. Peter Daley – There have been 7 notifications of spreading since the last meeting in April and only 3 complaints for Boltons area , Mealsgate and Threlkeld
2. Stockpiles are always spread away from residents and when arranging these they always take into account the weather.  This makes planning months in advance  impossible.

3. There was a smell in Bothel between the 5th and 9th April

This was spread on the 6th and ploughed in straight away

4. Between Feb 08 - Apr 09 there were very few complaints.  Between Dec 08 - Feb 09 there were no complaints.

5. It was alleged It that the sewage sludge at Threapland was not adequately mixed with lime.  There were also complaints of sewage sludge being spilled onto the road. 
Land Owner - The sludge is mixed with lime before it is tipped then again when it is spread.  This was tipped early morning and it was ploughed in by lunchtime by 2 ploughs.  They cannot physically plough it in any quicker and the ploughs don’t go onto the road.  They have used this method for years and never had a problem until people realised what was being spread.  There is no smell until it is dug into.
6. Is there a health hazard with what is being spread?

Envar – there are regulations that have to be followed and it has o be done in a controlled manner.  Stuart passed on his contact details to go through the process in more detail.

7. Land owner - Everyone in the room creates this waste and if United Utilities didn’t deal with it then we would have to deal with it ourselves and it would smell for 365 days a year.  If the wind changes direction on the day of the spreading there is nothing they can do about it.

8. Local resident – there has been a problem over the past 13 days.  The sludge was tipped on the 1st July and still hasn’t been ploughed in.  Due to the heat the first week was terrible and the windows couldn’t be opened. Are there restrictions on how close to residential properties it can be spread?
It’s never spread less than 20m from a residential property.  (The resident said her property is less than 20m from the field)

9. Different types of sludge

a. Raw – will be used for compost

b. Treated – will be ploughed in

c. Enhanced – will be spread direct to grassland

10. Envar - it costs around £4-5k to approve a site that can be used so it is in our best interests to find sites that won’t upset people

11. If it’s going onto grassland can someone independent monitor it?

Yes

12. Why was a farm digger mixing slurry and lime?

It is dressed before and then mixed with lime when tipped

13. What bacteria are in the slurry?

No harmful bacteria and there is scientific evidence to back this up. 

(A local resident asked Environmental Health to check this)

Farmers have a lot of money tied up in cattle.  If the slurry was unsafe they would not be using it.
14. The United Utilities plant at Siddick is not currently able to treat sewage sludge with lime.  A new plant is being built to add liquid lime to sewage sludge. 
15. Silloth are getting an aerobic digester for animal waste.  There are plants available for human waste

If farmers could get funding they would use these plants.

16. Some parts of the country dry the slurry and make them into pellets but this is apparently expensive.

17. Why can’t the pellets be spread on the land?

If pellets were spread they would smell every time it rained until the pellet was fully dissolved.

18. Why does slurry come from Northern Ireland?

From October to the end of February they are not allowed to spread anything onto the land in Northern Ireland due to the vulnerability of water supplies so it was brought over here for farmers who wanted raw sludge.
Envar have 5 sites in Workington for mixing.  
The spreading of sewage sludge has been on the forum agenda for some time now.  There would have been more people raising  concerns had this meeting not clashed with Plumbland and Threapland Parish councils

Cumbria Mental Health Group – Gilda Wells

Gilda is the lead development worker within Allerdale, Copeland and currently Carlisle. There are 6 localities in Cumbria and every 2 months they have locality meetings.  She is hoping to set up a drop-in session/forum in Aspatria and is open to suggestions for a suitable location.  1 in 4 people suffer from mental health problems in their lifetime. If anyone knows of a suitable venue for the Drop Ins please get in touch with Gilda. Pat will also pass on any information.
Parish Council Update
The following matters have been the focus of parish council meetings:-
Gilcrux – Jon Parnaby sent his apologies and passed notes for Pat Ackred to report
· The parish council has carried out a survey on wind farms and out of the 50% return from residents on the electoral role most were apposed.  Results will be published after the September Parish Council meeting.  For further information please contact Jon at gilcruxparish@hotmail.com

Allhallows – Margaret Abbott
· The weight restriction on the C2006 has been extended for 18mths.
· They are still waiting for speed limits in the village.  This has been passed on the travel plans.  
Tony mentioned that the community travel plans are slightly behind schedule but this will get done.  
Pat will speak to Andrew Butler or Ed Noble.  Engineers will be going round the next quarters meetings with updates.
· They still have an ongoing problem with dog fouling.  Parish Councils can now employ someone to issue tickets.  Pat advised that the Environmental Warden was going to the next Wigton Forum on the 21st July. 
· The community raised over 10k for epilepsy

Boltons  - John Guy
· There are major concerns with traffic and the safety of children going to school.  The majority of children are brought in by car and the absence of a footpath makes it very dangerous. 

· Was this flagged up with CTP?  

Yes but it could be that the road isn’t wide enough.

This should be flagged up with Highways as a safety issue.

Community Grants
New Applications considered at the meeting and recommendations made as follows:-
Storytree, Theatre by the Lake

£250
Aspatria Dreamscheme


£425
Bolton Low Houses preschool/toddler
£500

Boltons Parish Hall



£500
Sitting on the grants panel were:

Tony Markley 



CCC
John Guy 




Boltons 

Alan Clouston



Plumbland

Margaret Abbott



Allhallows

Date of next meeting

3rd December 2009
