Aspatria & District Neighbourhood Forum- Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 22nd 2010 at Aspatria Community Centre
Present were:

Duncan Fairbairn- In the Chair
Pat Ackred- Neighbourhood Development Officer

Michael Johnson- New County Councillor for Aspatria
Becx Carter- Recorder

Sally Vaux from Northern Fells Group
John Bailey- Allerdale Credit Unions

PCSO-Hubert Wiosenski
6 residents & visitors
Duncan opened the meeting and thanked everyone for attending. Duncan thanked Trevor Gear for the use of the Aspatria Community Centre.  Duncan introduced Michael Johnson as the new County Councillor for the Aspatria area. 
Issues arising from the previous minutes

The meeting agreed that they were happy that the minutes were a true & accurate record of the meeting

· Flooding on Lorton Street- work is now being undertaken to resolve this issue

· Speeding issue of HGV’s during the early morning hours on King Street & West Street. The PCSO in attendance reported that he had been involved in carrying out a number of speed checks on the main road and that there had been no speeding cars. The PCSO agreed to take the issue back to his Sergeant with particular emphasis on the 4:30-6:30am window. 

· Issue with the close outlying villages from Aspatria being parts of different policing departments e.g. Prospect is in Maryport & Plumbland is in Cockermouth. The police have the same concerns and they have raised this issue. If anyone wants any further information on the police they should go to www.cumbria.police.uk 
Action Point: Duncan to speak with the Chairman of the local police committee about the division of areas between different policing administrations.

· Issue regarding the Aspatria library displaying posters. Pat has been informed that in North Allerdale the libraries have a system where if it is a one off event they will put a poster up, but if it is a regularly occurring event e.g. weekly/monthly these are put in a file which members of the public can look at. 
Action Point: Pat to find out if this is a policy across North Allerdale or if individual libraries can/are operating their own systems

· Update on Managing Radioactive Waste Safely. This meeting has been delayed, further information will be made available once the meeting has been rescheduled

Credit Unions- Making a Difference in Rural Communities. 

John Bailey from Allerdale Credit Unions gave an over view of the back ground and history of credit unions a summary of this is given below: 

John Bailey is currently being employed by Cumbria County Council on a short term contract to manage the merger of the existing credit unions in Allerdale these are the Maryport & Workington Credit Unions. By early October the Allerdale Credit Union will have been formed.:

The Big Society has made specific mention of Credit Unions, as they are good for ‘financial exclusion’. The following statistics are taken from the Financial Services Authority website, 40% of people run out of money at the end of each week/month, 70% have no savings to cover an unexpected change in events or circumstances, 4% of households in the UK have no bank account, 7.8million people across the Uk can’t access main stream credit. An inability of individuals and households to access financial services is called financial exclusion. Hence the need for Credit Unions who practice financial inclusion.

Credit Unions started in rural communities in central Europe about 150 years ago. Credit Unions are co-operatives based on a common bond e.g. profession, locality, geographical area etc. In Allerdale it is a geographical bond, if you work or live in the area you can be a member of the Credit Union. The principle is that local savings are used to fund local borrowings. Worldwide Credit Unions are very popular, in Ireland 50% of the adult population is in a Credit Union. 

The two Credit unions based in Allerdale serve 2200 people with shares of £180,000 and loans of £122,000. They also run a growth fund worth £120,000 which gives a total loan book of around £250,000.

The basis of a Credit Union is that members in Allerdale are drawn from the North Allerdale Area and they are encouraged to save regularly and build up a credit record within the credit union. Normally they are asked to save for 13 weeks to prove to themselves and the credit union that they can save regularly. If they can do this the Credit Union can look to extend a loan, which will be to the value of the shares they own e.g. if saved £200 can borrow £200 but can’t touch the original capital. They can be lent a maximum of 3 times their shares, on the first one they same amount as there shares, on the second loan twice their share etc. A new loan can’t be extended until a previous loan is paid off completely. 

The interest rate is 12.68% APR, though under current legislation a Credit Union can’t advertise its interest rate, at the end of the year its share holders receive a dividend. The Credit Union is competing against door step lenders such as Provident & GreenWood who charge an APR  of 272%.  The money that is spent to service doorstep loans is not kept within Cumbria, where as the loans & savings from a Credit Union are kept within the local area. 
The North Allerdale Credit Union are looking for 4 things:
· New members, volunteers & savers

· Donations of funds to pay for marketing, and some of the rent (Credit Unions are run by volunteers)

· Expertise, as the Credit Union is run by volunteers they need really good expertise & governance e.g. accountants

· Publicity, in their experience word of mouth publicity is the best, so if people can spread the word. There are two prongs for advertising, those people who are currently subject to financial exclusion, and the fact that it is an ethical form of banking as the money stays in the local area. 

Credit Unions are obliged to provide some financial education and they are currently working in a number of schools in the BTC area. Credit Unions can open accounts for young people up to the age of 16 but they can’t be extended a loan until they pass 18. 

The local collection point is in the Home Housing Office in Wigton on a Monday 9:30-10:30.

The floor was opened for questions or suggestions: 

· Suggested that the luncheon clubs maybe a good way for credit unions to form. 

· An issue was raised that on the application form you had to have a proposer and seconder, this is an issue if you don’t know anyone who is part of a credit union. John pointed out that if you wanted to join and you went along to the Maryport office there would always be two people from the Credit Union there who could propose and second you (Two forms of ID needed).

· Suggested that an advert in the Aspatria Town Council Newsletter would be a good idea. 

· John confirmed that the credit union was working very closely with the housing associations. 

Northern Fells Village Agent Project

Sally Vaux from the Northern Fells Village Agent project gave an over view of the progress of the project. Sally covers the parish of Boltons, Ireby & Uldale. Boltons is part of the Aspatria Neighbourhood Forum area. 

The Northern Fells Group is a community group that has been going for around 10years and currently has 150 volunteers who run a number of services:
· Minibus

· Lunch Groups

· Youth Activities in the Easter & Summer Holidays

· Benefits Advice Service

· Lend a Hand Scheme

· Handy Man Scheme

· Medical loan scheme in liaison with red cross
· Drop in on a Friday morning at the Millhouse Village hall

· Coffee shop at Mosedale Quaker meeting house during the summer. This raised £4000 this year.

The Northern Fells Group covers 7 parishes around the Caldbeck area. The project has been funded by the Rural Development Programme for England.  The village agent project is based on a successful pilot project that was undertaken in Gloucestershire. The Northern Fells Village Agent project is open to all age groups; they provide information & a signposting service not advice.  They put people in touch with specialist advisors from specialist & voluntary organisations to link people with services that they may not know they were entitled to. Examples of the type of things the village agent’s help with include; helping people getting on the blue badge disc scheme, telephone & utility bill queries, tax credits, lunch clubs, home energy savings schemes, bereavement support. 
Over the next few months the Northern Fells Village Agents are hoping to organise information days in their areas, these will be held in their local community centre/village hall they will be inviting representatives from statutory & voluntary organisations to have information stands e.g. fire, police, energy saving trust. 

The Northern Fells Village Agents have organised a block booking in the Wigton area for electric blanket testing in early October- If anyone is interested in using this please contact your local village agent. 

Have your say

· A member passed forward his thanks to all the parishes who had supported the rejection of the wind farm
· A member raised the issue of the potential quarry being re opened at Hyde Close (Limestone).

Action Point: Michael Johnson will keep his eye on the issue of Hyde Close reopening and provide update if/when necessary

· Margaret provided an update on the Aspatria Parish Cluster Group. They currently have 6 parishes signed up, and they are hoping to get another 2. At the next meeting they are intending to elect a chair, treasurer & secretary. They need to write a constitution. They are applying for grants and each of the parishes will be contributing something towards it. They are hoping to employ someone to write a locality plan for the area, this plan will identify issues and will provide the community with a basis for going forward and working together as a group. Aspects of the Allhallows community plan that affect the whole community will be added to the plan. 

· A member of the meeting mentioned that Bothel are having some problems with young people hanging around the area in the evenings because they have nothing to do in the area. A number of suggestions were made, including that they should contact the Wigton Youth Station & the Aspatria Dreamscheme to see if either of them are able to offer any outreach work in the Bothel area.
Action Point: Pat to provide the contracts for Aspatria Dreamscheme to the Bothel representative.

Cash for Local Projects

Solway Arts Society- Requested £650 towards allow them to discount the cost of tickets for local residents for three music events being held over the next 6 months. An Opera evening in October, a classical guitar event in November & a Jazz event in Feb/March. 

West Newton Play Area Committee- Requested £260 to reimburse Caroline Baxter for the cost of the play area insurance inspection & the insurance for the year, she requests the grant so that she can hand the play area over to the mother & toddler group debt free. The mother & toddler group & the school are going to take over the running of the play area. 

Publicity for Neighbourhood Forum

Pat provided the meeting with a summary of the types of publicity that we already do and asked for suggestions from the flood on different types of free publicity to try, suggestions included:

· Facebook/twitter

· A years calendar of meetings would be useful to enable the dates to be published in parish magazines etc

· Cumberland building society have a community notice board- Add to postal list

· Poster to all co-op shops

· Press releases to local newspapers. Janet Mansfield is the correspondent for this area, she may submit a few sentences on our behalf. 

· Plumbland Parish Magazine- Send to Julie Smith Parish Clerk

· Janet Mansfield does the newsletter for Allhallows

· Binzi Beaker (covers Plumbland, All Hallows, Boltons)

· Don Lomax- Does the Bothel area newsletter

· Bolton Gate have a church newsletter

· Aspatria- Have a quarterly town council newsletter & a link magazine 

Action Point: Ginny Murphy will send the contact details for the Binzi Beaker to Pat.
Grants Panel

The grants panel was made up from:

John Spiers-Dawson
Margaret Abbott
Trevor Gear

Raymond Wren
Michael Johnson 

Duncan Fairbairn

Solway Arts Society- Approved £450. Suggested that in the award letter the applicant be made aware of additional funding streams e.g. Charity Shop, Cumbria Community Foundation

A deceleration of interest was received from Margaret Abbott.  

Westnewton Play Area Association- Approved £260. 
