
Bowness Thursby & Caldbeck Neighbourhood Forum

Minutes of the meeting held on 01 April 2008 at Rosley Village Hall 

Welcome and Introduction

The Forum was chaired by Councillor Tony Markley.  Apologies were received from Duncan Fairbairn, Jim Buchanan, Peter Hunter, Barry Edwards and Clive Wickham. 
Community Travel Plan for Caldbeck, Sebergham and Westward
Andrew Butler, Area Engineer for Cumbria County Council, was at the Forum to discuss the Community Travel Plan (CTP) for the parishes of Caldbeck, Sebergham and Westward.  

The CTP process focuses on the community’s concerns for the area regarding traffic and travel, including road and public transport improvements. The aim of the plan is to suggest improvements that can be implemented and make a difference to the community.   While the plan will not address any maintenance issues, these can be noted and will be passed onto the relevant department.  

The first stage of the process is to highlight all concerns on a post it note and put this on the map.  These issues will be used to draft the CTP. 

The second stage is to bring this draft CTP back to the forum for prioritisation.  Each issue will be colour coded relating to pedestrians, cyclists, public transport, and safe use of the private car. The issues need to be prioritised by the community at a follow up meeting on 17 June 2008.  Cumbria County Council has objectives for transport as detailed in the Local Transport Plan (LTP).  When the community have prioritised their issues the Highways Team will then prioritise against the objectives of the LTP to form a combined prioritisation.  Allerdale Local Committee will consider the CTP and will provide a budget to see that one or more of the priorities (dependent on cost) will be delivered.  

Occupational Therapy
Amanda Evans, Service Manager for the Physical Disability and Sensory Impairment Team in West Cumbria, was at the Forum to raise awareness of the Occupational Therapy services provided by the team. 
There is a duty on local authorities to make adaptations and to provide equipment for permanently and substantially disabled people.  The team will be made aware of a situation through a referral, this can come from any source; GP, friend, family etc.  All referrals get processed by the Customer Service Team in Workington and any relating to someone in this Forum area will then be passed onto the team at Wigton Occupational Services.  
They will respond immediately (within 48 hours) to a critical need and those that are less critical are added to the waiting list.  A new electronic system has resulted in some delays in dealing with referrals.  Last month the team at Wigton dealt with 59 referrals.  

If there is a need for equipment the Occupational Therapist (OT) will make arrangements for the equipment to be loaned free of charge. 

Adaptations to a dwelling are managed differently.  If the property is privately owned the local authority will contribute £1000 to make the adaptations within seven days, if the adaptation is bespoke then this will take place within 28 days.  If the property is owned by a housing association then permission has to be granted before any work can be carried out.  It is also hoped that the housing association will fund the adaptations.  
If you would like more information you can contact:-

· Customer Services at Workington will receive referrals for North Allerdale and forward them to the Wigton office - number 01900 706326
· Alternatively referrals can be made on line following links on the Council's website to Adult Social Care - www.cumbria.gov.uk
Care Home Consultation
Cath Bowman, Head of Cumbria Care, was at the forum to make people aware of the current county wide consultation regarding the proposals for the replacement of care homes in Cumbria.  There are 33 residential homes in Cumbria run by Cumbria Care but the consultation looks at only six and one of those is Inglewood in Wigton.  These care homes are currently not fit for purpose; only one meets the current national minimum standard for room size and none meet the national standard for bathroom and toilet facilities.  Things need to change. 

District Working Groups were established to look at developing ideas for solutions to meet the needs of service users.  The groups were chaired by Age Concern and involved many other agencies and organisations and they examined a number of options.  The preferred option was a facility with shared health and social care - Dual registered homes can provide residential car as well as nursing care which means residents don’t need to move out when their care needs change. Other services located on the site could be district nursing, pharmacy, day care centre, café, shop, or library.
Phase One involves proposals to build new and larger homes on community hospital sites or an alternative local site and local knowledge plays an important part in this consultation.  Any suggestions for new sites would need to be assessed by the Council’s Property Service.  

Have Your Say

To request a copy of the consultation document call the Area Support Office on 01900 325010.   Comments can be made in writing to Residential Care Consultation, Adult Social Care, County Offices, Kendal, LA9 4RQ or email carehomes@cumbriacc.gov.uk or you can reply online at www.cumbria.gov.uk/adultsocialcare/carehomeconsultation. 

The consultation ends on 28 April 2008.  No decisions have been made and any concerns or suggestions will be fed back through the consultation process.   Shaping Our Lives, specialist consultants, have been commissioned to help residents express their views.  

Comments from the Forum

	Comment
	Response

	What is happening about the other Cumbria Care run care home?
	There are outline ideas which will be looked at in more detail to decide what will be needed in these areas.  For example, developing extra care housing involving additional home care with the aim of keeping people at home for longer.

	Does the overall plan consider the aging population and how this affects care in the community?
	The District Working Groups have been looking at projected population and what kind of provision is needed in those areas.  

	Where will extra help come from?
	Through modernising home care services such as moving more into medical care by changing dressings etc.  There is a national drive to place the service user in more control over the services they receive by giving them the money to spend on care that meets their own needs. 

	Will the number of beds increase to meet the aging population, and if so will this not de-personalise the service?
	The number of beds won’t be increased but the beds that do exist will be operated in a different way.  

The aim is to have more of a community service on the sites with facilities such as coffee shop and maybe a library.


Cath was asked to come back to a future forum to keep the forum updated, and to get local people involved on how to move the process forward.  
Community Grants

New Applications considered at the Forum and recommendations made as follows:-

· Kirkbampton Parish Plan Working Group - £200

· Caldbeck Cricket Club - £300

· Sebergham Parish Council - £100

· Anthorn Sports Club - £300

· Caldbeck Parish Council - £300
Sitting on the Grants Panel were:- 

Gordon Moore

Ireby & Uldale Parish Council

Peg Eastwood 

Thursby 

Stephen Hollins-Gibson *
Sebergham Parish Council
Bill Brown


Westward Parish Council

Tony Markley

Cumbria County Council

Amanda Coates

Cumbria County Council Officer

Brian Dugdale *

Bowness on Solway Parish Council

Michael Cunliffe *

Kirkbampton Parish Council

Ann Kirk 


Kirkbride Parish Council

Ann Cartmell
*

Caldbeck Parish Council

Joe Coulthard

Westward Parish Council

* Declared an interest in one or more of the applications being considered. 
Attendance

22 people attended the forum.
Date of next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on 17 June 2008 at Sebergham Village Hall 
Issues raised at the meeting
	Date of Meeting
	Issue Raised
	Red/ Green

	01 April 08
	Many issues were raised as part of the Community Travel Plan process.  Highways to return to the forum in June to give residents the opportunity to prioritise the issues.
	RED

	01 April 08
	Cath was asked to come back to a future forum to keep the forum updated, and to get local people involved on how to move the process forward.  


	RED



