Bowness, Thursby and Caldbeck Neighbourhood Forum

Notes of the meeting held on 22nd July 2009 at Anthorn Village Hall

Present were:

Duncan Fairbairn- Chairperson
Nigel Catterson

Joe Flanagan-North West Development Agency

75 -80 local residents & visitors

Duncan welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced the speakers

. 

Policing Matters

PC Chris Blain reminded everyone about the police surgeries and said they were not being used as effectively as they could be.  The dates were on the agenda and are listed at the end of these notes. He also introduced PCSO Miles, who is the new PCSO for the area. 

Duncan moved onto the main agenda item - The Solway Barrage Proposal. 

Nigel Catterson gave a presentation. 

He stressed the importance of environmental issues and our responsibility to find a renewable source of energy for future generations. Tidal energy is the most predictable form of energy (over solar, and wind). So why the Solway? After the Severn it is the most powerful tidal estuary in the UK, with a tidal range of 5.5 metres. In the 1980-90s study it was identified as the most  logical site for a tidal energy capture scheme . So why the Bowness to Annon site? Tidal race is at its  strongest at this part of the estuary   as it is constricted. It is also within 3 miles of Chapelcross and a major grid connection so has the capacity to handle large amounts of power is close by. Liverpool University did an independent desktop study that  calculated the amount of power  capacity to be in the range 200-300 .MW. The community should  drive the project forward so they can  reap the potential returns, as private developers  will keep the profits for themselves and have little involvement with the community.

So the technological options are

· Tidal Lagoon; this has to  involve a fairly large expanse of water.

· Tidal stream; this needs deep water. It only harvests about 10% of total energy, so you’d need a farm of these. This technology is still in its proving stage 

· Tidal Reef; the RSPB commissioned a study and felt this was the best way forward. It produces as much energy as a barrage, its cheap to produce and can be done locally. Nothing gets caught in it, technically canoeists  could get through unharmed. This is new technology and has yet to be proven but theoretically could be a viable option. Discussions are being held with its inventor. 

· A tidal Barrage capture scheme

Nigel referred to the La Rance barrage development where the turbines that were installed in 1966 are still being used. It created another environment that enriched wildlife and there were now no significant issues with it. 

So why the tidal barrage 

· Proven technology- it has been successful in the past

· Most efficient- 95% of tidal power is harnessed

· Good Value for money. They have a 120+ year design life, which is the longest of  any renewable energy technology currently available

· Low maintenance

Additional benefits include: road and rail links, flood control, freshwater reservoir, increased tourism and the strengthening of the local airport. 

But the most important thing is that communities are provided with a sustainable power source, based on renewable energy. 

Joe Flanagan North West Development Agency

He pointed out that this is just a feasibility study. All the different types of technology will be looked at as well as different areas out towards the Irish Sea. Economic, environmental, business and social issues will also be included in the study as well. The NWDA is involved because of the potential for local jobs and the potential for green power generation. 

Duncan opened the floor to questions.

Q. Are other utilities interested in developing a scheme?

NC. I’m not aware of any. Although both E-ON and EDF have expressed interest in the SEG proposal

Q. what about the road infrastructure and how high will the high tide level be?

NC. the high tide level can be controlled and kept away from flood levels and kept high enough to maintain ecology. There has to at least be a service road across, even if there is no public road. 

JF. this is only for energy, not for transport. 

Q. What would happen to the ports? 

NC. there is a lock in the one in France that allows things through. But there could be a way to do it without them.

Q. Is the tidal barrage the most efficient? Are all the statistics not a little out of date having been started in the 80s?

JF. there are different definitions of efficiency, there are different technologies to look at and the solutions have not been set. 

 Why has the community not been asked about this?

NC. I am happy to talk to anyone, but said there is no point talking when we don’t yet know what we’re talking about. This is the first stage and there is a long way to go. I have always made it clear that I am happy to talk to anyone who invites me to do so. 

Q. Will you still be able to haafnet fish? b. Will it help to prevent flooding? 

NC. it would help to prevent flooding and that you would still be able to do normal fishing but he didn’t know about haafnet fishing. 

Q. How many houses would it supply?

NC. it would generate 200-300MW. Chapelcross at its height produced 500MW. This would power around 300, 000 homes. . 

Q. If there is a freshwater reservoir? what about leisure usage, jet skis, noise pollution etc? 

JF there is no intention for any of this. 

Q. How continuous is the power? 

JF. 25-50%. Power stations generate 90%, where as wind turbines generate 20%. 

 Nigel said that La Rance works 14 hours a day. 

Q. How will the community benefit? 

 JF we are exploring models of community ownership and engagement to ensure that financial benefits from the scheme come to the local communities  

Q. Looking at the tender document and specifically Point C, pertaining to environmental issues, will this be expanded on? 

 JF. yes Halcrow and RSK environment know what to do. 

 NC. there will be a steering group and he will talk to anyone who wants it. 

Q. You’ve said that this might stop the marginality of the North West of England and the South West of Scotland by rebranding it. Why should it be rebranded? We have areas of outstanding natural beauty. 

 JF. It was a suggestion for economic benefits.  

Q. What about safety? 

  JF. Lifeboats would be factored into the design of this. 

Pat Ackred read out the last paragraph of the RSPB’s statement which referred to the impact of the proposal on the Campfield Marsh Nature Reserve if the development followed the old viaduct route. This would require access and possible land take and the RSPB would be unlikely to cooperate if they considered the development to be unacceptably damaging to habitats/wildlife or affected the management of the area.
JF. said he’d not seen this statement so couldn’t comment but reminded everyone that the study will be looking at all kinds of technology. 

Q. Have English Nature or Natural England submitted a statement yet?

Duncan said No but Cumbria Highways have submitted a statement and this says that the current infrastructure in Bowness is too small.

Q. with the Norman Holton Statement - Planning – Policy - EU directives etc

It’s basically a three year process. 

JF. Feasibility is just the first stage, EU directives will have to be taken into account. 

Q. Lord Smith in the House of Lords spoke out against this, will the decision be made too quickly?

JF. it’s unlikely this will happen in three years.

Q. What is the purpose of this meeting and how will it be recorded? 

 Duncan said that lots of people want to understand what has been going on, and what the next stage is. Notes being taken and will be made available on the County Council’s website. They can also be requested from the Area Support office (01900 706011). 

Q. Which council do the plans get submitted to? 

 Both councils and government. 

Q. What if Bowness on Solway don’t want it? 

It really depends on what everyone else wants and what the study finds. 

Q. What is there to stop a private company putting in another when they see how successful the community one is? 

 NC. they would have to go through planning. There wouldn’t be enough water. 

Q. A negative environmental impact would put tourists off. 

NC. if there is an unacceptable negative impact, it won’t happen. The tidal reef has the backing of the RSPB. The feasibility study will look at environmental impacts and technology as well. There will be an impact, not matter what the technology. But we must focus on the larger debate that’s happening in society about reducing carbon emissions. 

Q. What is the time scale? 

JF. it could be 2020
Duncan then asked for an indication of the views of the meeting.

A majority of those attending had been sceptical at the start of the meeting and only a very small minority had changed their view following the presentation and discussion.

However, some people had come with an open mind and remained openminded.

Community Grants

	Thursby Youth Club
	£445

	Thursby Nursery
	£750

	Thursby Parish Hall Committee
	£176

	Solway Youth
	£240


On the grants panel was:
Duncan Fairbairn- Cumbria County Council

Peter Hunter- Thursby Parish Council

Ann Kirk- Kirkbride Parish Council

Bill Brown- Westward Parish Council

Will Powley- Blennerhasset Parish Council

Joe Mumberson- Ireby Parish Council

John Graham- H.E.W.

James graham- Bowness

Ron Stables- Kirkbampton

Police Surgeries

Caldbeck-Hesket Newmarket-Welton-Sebergham

	Time
	Day
	Date
	Month
	Year
	Venue

	15:30 -16:30
	Friday
	14th
	August
	2009
	Fellview Primary School-Caldbeck

	15:30 -16:30
	Thursday
	15th
	October
	2009
	Fellview Primary School-Caldbeck

	15:30 -16:30
	Tuesday
	8th
	December
	2009
	Fellview Primary School-Caldbeck


Wigton-Waverton-Oulton

	Time
	Day
	Date
	Month
	Year
	Venue

	13:00-15:00
	Friday
	14th
	August
	2009
	Local Links- Church St. Wigton

	13:00-15:00
	Thursday
	10th
	September
	2009
	Local Links- Church St. Wigton

	13:00-15:00
	Thursday
	15th
	October
	2009
	Local Links- Church St. Wigton

	13:00-15:00
	Tuesday
	10th
	November
	2009
	Local Links- Church St. Wigton

	13:00-15:00
	Tuesday
	8th
	December
	2009
	Local Links- Church St. Wigton


Thursby-Curthwaite-Whinnow-Crofton

	Time
	Day
	Date
	Month
	Year
	Venue

	15:30-16:30
	Thursday
	10th
	September
	2009
	Thursby School

	15:30-16:30
	Tuesday
	10th
	November
	2009
	Thursby School


