Bowness, Thursby & Caldbeck Neighbourhood Forum- Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 28th June 2010 at Caldbeck Village Hall.

Present were:

Duncan Fairbairn- In the Chair

Pat Ackred- Neighbourhood Development Officer

Becx Carter- Recorder

Anne Burgess- Northern Fells Village Agents

Andy Lloyd- Cumbria Rural Housing Trust

Jen Marrs- DASH (Drugs, Alcohol & Sexual Health)

PCSO Lindsey Tuck – Cumbria Constabulary 

25-30 local residents & visitors

Duncan welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked everyone for attending. Duncan mentioned the success of the Wigton Carnival on Saturday 26th June.
PCSO Lindsey Tuck gave a brief overview of the successes of the ‘no alcohol rule’ on the carnival field at the Wigton Carnival. There was only 1 alcohol related incident. Overall both Lindsey and Duncan felt that the Carnival was a very well attended and successful event.

1. Community Land Trusts- Presentation by Andy Lloyd

Andy Lloyd of Cumbria Rural Housing Trust (CRHT) provided a brief presentation about Community Land Trusts, a summary of the presentation is given below.

Community Land Trusts (CLT) are social enterprises, set up to own land or buildings that need to be refurbished or developed to suit the needs of the community, within the Lake District they tend to focus on affordable housing schemes.  However they can be used for almost anything examples include; allotments, affordable housing, community run pubs/shops/post offices.

A CLT can work within any community as long as there is a core of people who are passionate about the subject and can put the time in. Andy mentioned that he was willing to come and meet with any community group who felt they might like to explore the idea of a CLT further. 

Andy gave an example of a Community Land Trust in Crosby Ravensworth which started from affordable housing being identified in a community plan. A housing needs survey was undertaken by CRHT, the community then set up an affordable housing group. They are currently about to complete the purchase of a Brownfield site with capacity for 20 houses (of which 90% will be affordable).  The group is now looking at doing a pub rescue. A further project they are in the process of researching is a community Anaerobic Digester. Farm and vegetable waste are put in a sealed tank, they then decompose anaerobically. The by product of this process is heat which can be used to generate electricity using turbines. The electricity can be sold back to the national grid, and depending on the size can generate up to £150,000 p.a. The solid end result can be used as a fertiliser by local farms. 

The advantages of the type of scheme mentioned above is that if the local community work together as a CLT then the money stays in the area, whereas if a larger developer is involved the money may leave the area. 

Duncan opened the floor to questions:

Q: If a community group forms to build houses would they have to purchase the land first?
A: There are a number of different ways of approaching it. In some situations there are ‘rural exceptions site policies’. Elsewhere there have been cases where individuals have been able to do self builds as long as they are controlled as affordable housing. E.g. where a farmer owns land and his children want to build on a portion of it. “Home on the Farm”.

Q: If the buildings are self built do they have to stay as affordable for ever?

A: Yes- if it is a site that requires planning permission then the planning authority will be looking for some form of perpetuity on the site. If it is a building that doesn’t require planning permission it gives more freedom. However if the group is a charitable company then the Charities Commission will expect some form of perpetuity or durability. Andy would be willing to discuss these options in more detail with any interested groups. 

Q: What would occur in a situation where a farmer owns a farm, and the son owns some adjacent land and wishes to build on it, but is refused planning permission?

A: Each authority is different, some are not on the cutting edge of best practice, however the new government is talking about planners being enablers so the situation could change.
Q: Do CLTs offer anything for people who want to buy/build their own homes?

A: There is a possibly of this if the site is a Brownfield site, but not if it is a rural exception site. A rural exception site is a unique policy for villages and any development on these sites has to be for affordable housing either rented or shared equity unlike a Brownfield site where these restrictions don’t apply. It all comes down to the planning rules. A CLT would not make a difference to planning policy; it is merely a different way of delivering things. 
2. Northern Fells Village Agents- Anne Burgess
Anne Burgess of the Northern Fells Group gave a brief presentation on the Village Agents project a summary of which is provided below.

The Northern Fells Group is a charity set up over 10 years ago, they currently have a minibus for transport, they run a lend a hand group (volunteers offering practical help in the home), they organise a youth initiative (events in the parishes during the summer holidays), a benefits aware scheme (to provide residents of the parishes with information on the benefits they maybe entitled to).

The Northern Fells Group covers the following parishes: Boltons, Caldbeck, Ireby & Uldale, Mungrisdale, Sebergham and Welton, and Westward. 

The Village Agents project is an extension of the group’s work. There are 4 agents (including Anne who is the co-ordinator). The intention is for the village agents to become known in the parishes to help people with any kind of needs that they have. They will provide a sign posting service to Statutory & Voluntary Organisations. The service is for all age groups. They also run lunch clubs in Rosley, Westward, Caldbeck, Ireby, Mungrisdale & Sebergham. 

The floor was opened for questions.

Q: Will the café be run at Mosedale this year by the Northern Fells Group?

A: Yes it opens shortly

3. Community Saving & Lending (Credit Unions)- John Bailey. 
Deferred until the next meeting 
4. DASH (Drugs, Alcohol & Sexual Health )– Jen Marrs

This is sponsored by the Cumbria Children’s Trust, and is part of the Connexions service. 
This is a Cumbria Wide Service; they offer a lot of different support information & advice on drugs, alcohol and sexual health. They provide facts & reality. They also look at ensuring that positive role models and the role they play are recognised, they encourage positive aspirations. DASH work as part of a team that includes the police and other agencies. Within the DASH team they have an emotional resilience worker (who provides one-to-one help in necessary cases). 
A major theme of their work is drugs. The main drug of choice in young people in Cumbria is alcohol. When young people are using alcohol their inhibitions, thoughts and assessment of consequences are lowered. This can lead to a progression of riskier behaviour particularly with regard to sexual health. 

DASH is currently offering training for foster parents, parents & grandparents. 

The floor was opened for questions.

Q: What age range does the term ‘young people’ cover?

A: 13-19 currently as this is the age group Connexions work with. 

Q: Do individual young people get referred?

A: Yes

PCSO Lindsey Tuck pointed out that the community can play a role in helping with issues such as alcohol. She gave the example of Ireby. There was an issue with young people and anti-social behaviour, the community responded by setting up youth groups, outreach and CCTV cameras. There are no longer any problems with young people in Ireby. 

Q: What is the scale of the problem in Cumbria?

A: CADAS (Cumbria Alcohol and Drugs Advisory Service) have 4000 clients on a 12 week programme (this covers all age’s not just young people) 70% of these were alcohol related. 

5. Have your say!

When are the public toilets at Wigton Market Car Park being demolished? They are in a disgusting state, and are unisex, and they have no provision for disabilities. 
Duncan responded saying that there is a process going on to try and resolve this problem. Wigton Town Council, Allerdale Borough Council & North Allerdale Development Trust (NADT) are looking at the issue. 
Pat said that it was raised at the last forum in Rosley and following that meeting she raised it with Andy Bush of NADT, who explained that it was designed in this way in order to secure the funding for the market hall development. Andy is aware of the strong feeling locally about the situation and is looking to resolve it. 
Action Point: Pat to get an update on this issue.
Car parking Charges in Wigton. A member of the public said that it is more expensive to park in Wigton than in Carlisle. 
A suggestion was made about having the first 30mins/ hour free parking as this would encourage more people to use Wigton town centre. Current charges are 45p for 30mins, 95p for 1 hour (the machines don’t give change). 
Has the supermarket in Wigton received planning permission? 
Yes. 
This further highlights the issue of parking charges – if the supermarkets have free parking then fewer people will use the town centre. 
Does the income form the car parks in Wigton come back into the town? 
It goes to Allerdale Borough Council and is used to help run ABC.  
Bill Brown mentioned that at a Think Tank held at the new market hall by Allerdale Borough Council recently which he attended indicated that in Wigton the parking revenue was up by £2000 yet cars were down 40% and foot fall in 3 shops surveyed was down 60%. 
Action Point- Pat/Duncan to look into this & to find out what this meeting was and what the outcomes were. 

Bus Passes- All day free travel with bus passes has been stopped. They can now only be used after 9:30am. A bus leaves Hesket Newmarket at 8:30am and gets to Keswick at 9:20am. This is the only bus in the village and it is the Osprey bus and needs to be in Keswick to start its service at 9.30am. However this means that the bus pass can’t be used on this service. 
Pat has raised this issue with Jill Stannard who said she was already aware of the issue. Decisions such as this come from central government and are based on an urban model which means that rural areas often loose out. Cumbria County Council is looking to improve their lobbying process to get the government to consider the effect on rural areas as well as urban. 
Action Point- Jill Stannard to be made aware of similar issues elsewhere in the county. ( Kirkbride Carlisle bus- 9:20 in Newton Arlosh no other bus till 2pm)
There have been two highway improvements in the area local to Bill Brown. He would like to pass his thanks on as they are perfect.
A question was raised about whether Tesco would be putting on free bus services to its new store in Wigton. Duncan said this would need to be raised with Tesco itself, it has not been added as a S.106 condition on the planning.  (S.106- where developers are asked for additional provision when they apply for planning permission i.e. bike lanes, free bus services etc).
Thursby Parish are running a garden market in the Parish hall on the 31st July, and then the 4 Saturdays in August. 10-12noon for garden produce. Contact Peg Eastwood to book a table. £3 for half a table, £6 for a full table. 
Allerdale Local Committee (16 County Councillors) is holding its meeting in Wigton on Wednesday (at the local links office) 11:15am. This is a public meeting. The agenda is on the website.
Duncan Fairburn Councillor monthly surgery - 30th July - The Old Crown Hesket Newmarket 10-11;Thursby VH  
12 – 1pm; Kirkbride CDC 2 – 3pm, Bowness on Solway  15:30 – 4.30pm. There are no surgeries in August.
6. Cash for Local Projects. 

DF informed the meeting that he had fast tracked some BTC funding (£500) to the Wigton Carnival as this benefits people from around the area not just Wigton

 Thursby Youth Group.

This application was deferred at the last meeting because no-one attended. No-one attended this meeting. However the application was to provide alternative activities whilst the village hall was shut. As the new village hall is about to open the funding is no longer required.

Newton Arlosh Carnival & Children’s Committee.

The carnival is being held on Sunday 4th July on the playing field. They would like funding to purchase a marquee to ensure the survival of the new industrial tent. The marquee would also be used for other community projects in the village (e.g. WI, Brownies etc). 
Q: Costs?

A: Prices vary from £300-£500 depending on the size & whether they purchase new or 2nd hand.

Q: Size?

A: Depending on the funding they would like a medium sized one.

Solway Arts
Apologies have been received and this has been deferred to the next meeting.

Rosley Bowls Club

They have a short mat bowls club on a Tuesday (Sept-June). They have 20 members currently. It is open to all ages, male & female. Rent of the hall is covered by an annual subscription, and a weekly session payment. The club formed in 1989 and purchased two mats. One now needs to be replaced at a total cost of £904.  

A suggestion was made that they should work with the local schools to do taster sessions, as a similar project has been successful at Kirkbride School. 
Action Point- Pat to send David Lowe the contact details for Sarah Page (Extended Services Officer). 

Q: How much is the maximum grant?

A: £500- The Neighbourhood forum has a budget for community projects, the process is transparent. Applicants attend the forum to put their case for funding to the public meeting and to answer any questions from the public. Representatives from the parishes then get together at the end of the meeting to make recommendations on the applications received.

Anthorn Sports Club.

Would like £300 towards further tennis coaching for children over the summer. 26 children are currently being coached. Coaching takes place on Anthorn hard courts. They are run in conjunction with Kirkbride tennis courts. 

If they are a member of Anthorn sports club, or Kirkbride tennis courts the coaching is free (up to 16). Adults pay a contribution. 

7. Next meeting

Newton Arlosh has offered the Newton Arlosh Village Hall for the next meeting (October).

Request that the meeting nights be varied (i.e. not always a Monday).

Items for the next Agenda

Community Saving & Lending- Credit Union.
Neighbourhood watch schemes - PCSO Lindsey Tuck to attend.
Rod Earl - Age UK (formerly Age Concern).

Community Grants decisions.

	Newton Arlosh Carnival & Children’s Committee
	£500

	Rosley Bowls Club
	£500

Declaration of interest from Bill Brown

	Anthorn Sports Club
	£500


On the grants panel were:

Duncan Fairburn- Cumbria County Council

Bill Brown-Westward PC
Joe Mumberson/Gordon Moore- Ireby & Uldale PC
Ann Kirk- Kirkbride PC
Colin Smithson- Caldbeck PC
Will Powley- Blennerhasset &Torpenhow PC
Post Meeting note.

The following was received from the Lake District National Park on Monday 28th June, and should have been mentioned at the meeting. 
1)
A recent review of the Caldbeck and Hesket Newmarket Conservation areas has taken place and they are both looking to be extended. This extension involves relatively minor changes which would blend in with the current boundaries and would support the existing character of the conservation areas.
Copies of the Appraisals and the associated Management Plan are available on our website, and all residents within the proposed area will be written to. Further details from David James, Conservation and Design Adviser 01539 792625
 
2)
Friday (2 July) is the end of the consultation period for comments on the draft version of ‘The Partnership’s Plan – A Management Plan for the Lake District 2010 – 2015’. This is considered the most important document for a National Park and is led by a consortium of 20 different organisations, who all have an interest in the Lake District. The Lake District National Park Authority are an equal partner in this. Details are available on the LDNP website and a copy is available to view at Keswick Library and Information Centre.
Following this consultation, The Lake District National Park Partnership will assess all responses received and make changes to plan. We will tell you what these changes are. The changes will be discussed by The Lake District National Park Partnership and the Lake District National Park Authority meeting in September when we hope to adopt the Plan. Further details from Bob Sutcliffe, Partnership Coordinator 01539 792673
 
Thank you in advance.
 
Clive
