Bowness, Thursby & Caldbeck Neighbourhood Forum- Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 16th September 2010 at Thursby Parish Hall
Present were:

Duncan Fairbairn- In the Chair
Pat Ackred- CCC Neighbourhood Development Officer

Sue Clarke- Northern Fells Group

Becx Carter- CCC Administrator
Joanne Eggleston- Shanks Waste Management 
Mary Bradley- Age UK

John Bailey- Allerdale Credit Unions

25 residents & visitors.

Duncan opened the meeting and thanked everyone for attending. He thanked Peg Eastwood for the use of the new Thursby Parish Hall. 

Duncan provided the meeting with a number of pieces of news.

Cumbria Local Action Forum- This is a branch of the County Council that deals with access e.g. bridleways, footpaths etc. The next meeting is being held on Thursday 23rd September at 1:30pm at the Watch Tree Nature Reserve.

Wigton Policing- If anyone wants any further information on Wigton Policing they should visit www.cumbria.police.uk and click into the Wigton area.

A-Z Allerdale Guide- Duncan is aware that people living in CA5 area may not have received the new A-Z guide for Allerdale; Duncan is going to advise Allerdale Borough Council of this issue. 

Northern Fells Group- Sue Clarke

Sue Clarke from the Northern Fells Group gave a brief presentation supported by a slide show on the work of the Northern Fells Group. Sue acknowledged that the Northern Fells Group were very thankful for all the financial support that the group had received from the Neighbourhood Forum.
The Northern Fells Group offers a number of services/activities including:

· Easter & Summer Youth Activities, these included walk the dog, crafts, map reading, sports. These activities are run for all the people within the 7 parishes, and they work with the schools within the 7 parishes. 
· Lend a Hand Service this enables people to continue to be independent in their own homes, they provide 2 hours help for free with just a material cost e.g. changing lightbulbs.

· Minibus service, this is used amongst other things to bring people into lunch clubs that are run in the Millhouse Village Hall. The minibus is also used to take people to hospital & appointments. 

· Benefit awareness- This service helps people to fill in forms to ensure that people are receiving all the support & benefits they are entitled to.

· Village Agents Project-This is a new project and provides 4 village agents across the area. They make people aware of what is available to them and link them with agencies such as police & fire.

The Northern Fells Group is doing a number of fundraising activities including creating & selling  calendars & cards using local photographs taken by local photographers. Also people can now become members of the Northern Fells Group; the cost is £5 for a single membership & £15 for a family membership. 

A question was received on the cost of the activities for the young people. Sue confirmed that they pay a nominal fee for the craft activities (e.g. £5 to cover all the materials), the day with your dog was free, and it was £3 for cricket & football. The full days were subsidised and worked out at £18.

Age Uk- Mary Bradley

Mary Bradley from Age UK West Cumbria was welcomed to the meeting by Duncan who is the Chairman of Age Uk in Copeland & Allerdale. 
Age UK West Cumbria will be based in Wigton Hospital, the services will be run from the hospital but the village agents will be based in the communities in which they are working. Age Uk West Cumbria is in the process of opening a shop in Wigton, this will provide a point of access on the high street,
Mary Bradley clarified that Age Concern England have now merged with Help the Aged and the new name is Age Uk. The group have a new logo which symbolises the idea that life goes on, the colours have been chosen to reflect the different times in peoples lives, and about life after 50 being vibrant & lively. 
The Age UK West Cumbria Idea project was based on a project that started in Gloucestershire 5years ago, and was a great success. The aim of the project is to help people to remain independent and live life to the full. Age Uk starts at age 50, the reason for this is that this is the age at which people start to need help with issues affecting their parents etc, and they may also then become volunteers when they retire Age Uk West Cumbria already provides a number of services including:
· Information & Advice including insurance for trips, factsheets on issues such as equity release, they also provide independent advice on the standard of care homes, and can offer an advocacy role if it is required

· Equipment Service, they are about to launch an equipment service to enable easier access to support equipment e.g. walking supports

· Social Diary for each area that the project covers, they are colour themed according to area and they have everything in them that happens on a regular basis, along with the contact numbers for the relevant people. They will also be available on the website. 
· Active for Life- A new newsletter that will be available in the Wigton shop, again there is one for each of the localities in which they work. 

They also have some chargeable services which they offer; they impose a small charge to ensure that the services are able to continue:

· Help at Home -Using this service they try to set things up so that they won’t be needed on a regular basis i.e. if the problem is laundry they try to set up a laundry service
· Enabling- This involves an active/able bodied person who will go out with people to re familiarise people with transport, accessibility etc

· Day Care Centres- These provide respite care during the day time (Wigton & Kirkbride)

· Nail Cutting

· Handy Person e.g. To fit hand rails, the Age Uk West Cumbria are fortunate in having an electrician as one of their handy people. 

· Holidays, Trips & Treats.

Age Uk West Cumbria is hoping to work with Northern Fells Village Agents who cover different areas.
Recycling

Joanne Eggleston from Shanks Waste Management was welcomed to the meeting to give a brief presentation on recycling within Cumbria. A summary of her presentation is given below.

Joanne works for Shanks Waste Management which has recently entered into a public private partnership with Cumbria County Council to deal with the landfill problem that is present within Cumbria and across the UK.  The fines for not recycling are very large and in the last year Cumbria County Council have paid out over £4million pounds. Shanks are concerned about the treatment of waste, many Councils have gone for incineration but Cumbria County Council didn’t want to go down this route. Cumbria County Council through Shanks has gone down the route of mechanical biological treatment.  This process sanitises & separates different type of waste enabling it to be recycled into recycling products e.g. aggregate for roads, anything that can’t be specifically recycled is used as a fuel for electricity & cement factories. 

Shanks Waste Management are currently in the process of building a plant in Carlisle, which is hoping to be operational in 2012, it is being built alongside a waste site to prevent a disruption in the existing waste transport.  A second new plant in Sowerby Woods Industrial Estate, Barrow  will be operational in 2013.  These two plants will deal with all household waste in Cumbria so that no waste will go into landfill. Shanks Waste Management are also running the 14 household waste recycling centres. 

The floor was opened for questions; a summary of those received is given below:

· Who operates the recycling sites in villages/supermarket car parks etc? 
· These are operated by the district or borough councils.

· There are still a lot of road miles in the transportation of the rubbish could this not be reduced by building & burning on site? 
· When all things were considered it became a question of finance, and the two sites that are being developed were the ones that were the best value financially. 
· Is all glass from Cumbria still transported to the North of Edinburgh? 
· Not sure where it goes
· How do people comment on recycling & waste management in Cumbria? 
· Contact the local district call centre which deal with complains & issues, or raise the issue with the local councillor or district council

Credit Unions

John Bailey is currently employed by Cumbria County Council on a short term contract to manage the merger of the existing credit unions in Allerdale these are the Maryport & Workington Credit Unions. By early October the Allerdale Credit Union will have been formed. John gave a summary on the history & background to credit unions and a summary of this is included below:

The Big Society has made specific mention of Credit Unions, as they are good for ‘financial exclusion’. The following statistics are taken from the Financial Services Authority website, 40% of people run out of money at the end of each week/month, 70% have no savings to cover an unexpected change in events or circumstances, 4% of households in the UK have no bank account, 7.8million people across the Uk can’t access main stream credit. An inability of individuals and households to access financial services is called financial exclusion. Hence the need for Credit Unions who practice financial inclusion.
Credit Unions started in rural communities in central Europe about 150 years ago. Credit Unions are co-operatives based on a common bond e.g. profession, locality, geographical area etc. In Allerdale it is a geographical bond, if you work or live in the area you can be a member of the Credit Union. The principle is that local savings are used to fund local borrowings. Worldwide Credit Unions are very popular, in Ireland 50% of the adult population is in a Credit Union. 

The two Credit unions based in Allerdale serve 2200 people with shares of £180,000 and loans of £122,000. They also run a growth fund worth £120,000 which gives a total loan book of around £250,000.

The basis of a Credit Union is that members in Allerdale are drawn from the North Allerdale Area and they are encouraged to save regularly and build up a credit record within the credit union. Normally they are asked to save for 13 weeks to prove to themselves and the credit union that they can save regularly. If they can do this the Credit Union can look to extend a loan, which will be to the value of the shares they own e.g. if saved £200 can borrow £200 but can’t touch the original capital. They can be lent a maximum of 3 times their shares, on the first one they same amount as there shares, on the second loan twice their share etc. A new loan can’t be extended until a previous loan is paid off completely. 

The interest rate is 12.68% APR, though under current legislation a Credit Union can’t advertise its interest rate, at the end of the year its share holders receive a dividend. The Credit Union is competing against door step lenders. 

The Credit Unions need more volunteers particularly any with financial expertise; they also need the idea of Credit Unions to be spread by word of mouth as they have found that this is the best way to get to the people who Credit Unions may benefit. They tend to be print media resistant. 

Credit Unions are obliged to provide some financial education and they are currently working in a number of schools in the BTC area. Credit Unions can open accounts for young people up to the age of 16 but they can’t be extended a loan until they pass 18. 

The local collection point is in the Home Housing Office in Wigton on a Monday 9:30-10:30.

Have your Say
Lauren, Troy & Thomas from Wigton Youth Station gave a presentation on healthy eating & having a healthy mind. They are now going to spread the information they have received during the training from Wigton Youth Station on these issues to their peers and encourage them to join the group. It is being used as a peer education model.

Cash for Local Projects

Solway Arts Society with Welton Village Hall- No representative in attendance therefore the grant could not be considered.

Thursby Bowling Club- Applied for £250 from BTC, Carlisle area office are being asked to consider the remainder. The funding is to be used for the purchase of new mats, stands, uniforms & equipment. The Thursby Bowling Club meets every Thursday evening 7:30-9:30 at Thursby Parish Hall.

Newton Arlosh Parish Hall Committee- Applied for £500 towards redecoration of the inside of the hall. They have completed the work on the outside of the hall already with the help of a local builder who undertook the work form half price. The total cost of the project is £2400. They are holding an auction of promises on Nov 12th to raise money themselves.

Thursby Youth Group- Applying for £500 towards room hire for the Thursby Youth Group. The young people do a lot of fundraising themselves and they pay subs to attend. If BTC can help with the rent, then the money the young people raise can be spent on activities etc. The cost is £16 per night for a 2 hour slot. The group attracts 20-25 young people.

Northern Fells Group- Applying for £500 towards their annual newsletter printing costs. The newsletter is very heavily supported by volunteers who do a lot of the delivery and design themselves. The newsletter includes what happens during the year and dates for upcoming events.

Thursby Parish Hall Committee- Applying for £120 towards setting up a lunch club. The aim is start a monthly lunch club on the 4th Wed of the month. The costs will go towards the costs of the pilot 3 lunches. There is no age limit for the lunch club. 

A declaration of interest was received from Peg Eastwood.

Duncan thanked everyone for their brief presentations

Publicity for the Neighbourhood Forum

Pat asked the floor for suggestions for free publicity for the neighbourhood forums, suggestions included:

· Facebook Site

· Parish Magazines (with date calendar for the meetings sorted for a year ahead)

· Age Uk Magazine which will go out once a month

· What’s On – Cumberland news

· Email local businesses and ask them to put them on the staff notice boards etc

Grants Panel

The Grants Panel consisted of:

· Mr Duff- Aikton PC

· -Will Powley- Blennerhasset & Torpenhow PC

· Bill Brown- Westward PC

· Peter Hunter – Thursby PC

· Joe Mumberson- Allerdale Borough Council

· Duncan Fairbairn- Cumbria County Council

· Ann Kirk- Kirkbride Parish Council

· Bill Knowles- Bowness on Solway Parish Council 

Thursby Bowling Club - Approved £250

Newton Arlosh Parish Hall Committee – Approved £500

Thursby Youth Group- Approved- £400

Northern Fells Group- Approved- £250

Thursby Parish Hall Committee- Approved- £120
