Cockermouth Neighbourhood Forum

21st October 2008

Lorton Methodist Church – Cockermouth

Minutes
Cockermouth Hospital Update

A presentation was given by Dr Howarth, from PCT.   Their aim is to deliver Quality Care closer to home in form of community hospitals.  These hospitals are required due to an increase in elderly people in the coming years.  The new hospital working with local GP’s would provide diagnostic testing, therapists, community nurse teams, education rooms, hospital beds and an integrated children’s centre.  Building work will commence next year subject to planning approval.  Work due to be completed in 2 years, architect plans for the new building with be ready in 2 months time. Will be available to view a next Cockemouth Neighbourhood forum Design of hospital is around a garden.  The old hospital building could then be used by community groups etc, for a peppercorn rent.

Q. How do we get people to the hospital?
A.  Thought still being given to transport issue, but possibly by shuttle bus.
Q. How involved are Cockermouth GPs?
A. 2 on day to day basis Dr Desert and himself

Q. Will minor operations will resumed?
A . Yes, but not stomach surgery as they won’t have the specialist equipment required.                                    
      Other procedures include skin treatment and sports injuries

Eric Nicholson said that people of Cockermouth appreciated the time and effort Dr Howarth had put into this project.

Corporate Improvement Plan

Steven Kirkpatrick, IT Service Managers with Allerdale Borough Council gave a presentation on their corporate improvement plan and want they ewant to achieve as an organization.  Their aim is to improve quality of life for communities in Allerdale.  
The 3 year plan identified 6 priority areas:

· Housing  -  create balanced social and shared ownership homes in Cockermouth
· Transport – ensure any new housing developments have access to public transport
· Environment – access to parks & recycling facilities
· Economy – support good work of community partnerships
· Services – a one stop shop in Cockermouth enabling access to Allerdale and Cumbria County Council services
· Health & Safety – Allerdale Borough Council has a role to play in it.  
Cockermouth Children’s Centre Phase 3 Development

Denise Calder-Williams, Children’s Centre & Extended Service Team Leader (West) gave a presentation on the proposed new centre   The centre is part of the Government’s Every Child Matters Campaign.  It has been phased in around the country, the first phase starting in areas thought to be most deprived.  Cockermouth is part of the Phase 3 development plan.  Scheduled to open in March 2010, proposed sites with the greatest potential are the Home Housing offices or the new community hospital.  The centre will provide:

· Parent Information Point

· Training Room

· Crèche to 19 Services

As some of the services will overlap with health, the new hospital is a favoured site.  Dr Howarth and Denise Calder-Williams, will move forward with this idea and will report back at the next Neighbourhood Forum.  

