Minutes of the Cockermouth & District Neighbourhood Forum held on Tuesday 22 June 2010 at the Kirkgate Centre, Cockermouth
Meeting was chaired by Eric Nicholson

Future Plans for Cockermouth Town Centre
Les Tickner told the forum about the consultations that are due to start on the 21st July 2010 for the public to have their say on the future of Main Street. Should it be put back to how it was or should this opportunity be used to carry out improvements? The consultations will take place in the form of workshops and will be carried out by CAPE.  The dates for these will be published in the local press.  The forum was asked to complete a questionnaire about what they liked/disliked about 
Main Street and any changes or improvements they would like to see made.
Future Plans for Health Provision in Cockermouth

Dr Howarth told the forum that they have recently submitted plans for the Cockermouth Community Care Centre.  The Forum was shown the submitted plans and artistic drawings for the proposed centre.  The Centre will house GPs surgeries, a NHS Dentist, Children’s Centre, Meeting Rooms, Minor Injuries Clinic and a self referral physio unit.  The plans showed that that the entrance to the hospital will be on Castlegate Drive a short walk from the bus stop.  The first floor will the house the GPs and Dentist surgeries, Children’s Centre, etc.  The ground floor will be the hospital with glass doors opening onto the garden.  The car park will have 130 places available, which will be free to people using the Centre.  
Q.  Will the centre cause more congestion on Castlegate

A.  This was the only land option available. There shouldn’t be a significant   
      increase in congestion to what we see now as 2 GP’s surgeries have been 

      located there since the November floods  

Q.  How many beds will the new hospital have.

A.  9 beds plus 3 rooms will have the flexibility to have a bed if required.   

      All rooms are en-suite

Q.  When will work start on the Centre
A.  Hoping to start in December 2010/January 2011.  It will be approximately a 15 

      month build so should be open by Spring 2012

Q.  Is South Street Surgery staying put.

A.  I believe so

Q.  Will it increase the NHS Dental Slots 
A.. The intention is to secure NHS dentistry and to increase capacity.  

      It will be a state of the art clinic.

Q.  Has planning permission been granted.

A.  Not yet, plans have just recently been submitted

Q.  Has funding being secured

A.  No, but we are confident that it is a priority building in Cumbria and

     certainly more so since the floods

Q.  Which dentist practice will be housed there
A.  Think it will be Rigbys (Deborah Goodwin)

Q.  Why is the disabled parking on the plans far away from the building

A.   It’s as close as it could get it the entrance, in reality it is not too far.  

Q.   It will be quite a distance for some people to walk to see their GP
A.    Yes we are aware that some people will be at a disadvantage and that 

compromises are being made. However, at the new centre the surgeries       will be  better equipped and will be able to share skills and services

Update from the Flood Action Group
Edward Bebbington of Cockermouth Flood Action Group said the core objectives of the group are finding solutions, dealing with agencies and speaking to the public.   They are a small team who use their talents to achieve these objectives.  The team is broken into 3 sub committees
· Technical Engineering

· Political & Legal

· PR & Communications

They are currently working with Keswick Flood Action Group and newly formed groups in Workington and Braithwaite.  They are in discussions with the Environment Agency about flood defences and possible solutions.  They are currently in discussion about fields around Broomfield/ Lakes Home Centre and the possibility of a swale. They are also in talks with United Utilities about surface water drainage & Cumbria County Council regarding the drains. 
Q.  What is the date for the next meeting

A.  The date will be advertised when confirmed
A member of the forum raised concerns over drainage problems in Challoner Street and believes sewers are blocked.

Action

Eric Nicholson said that Cumbria County Council will see that this matter is resolved

Locality Planning
Nicola Lewis, told the forum that Allerdale Borough Council has appointed Social Regeneration Consultants (SRC) to work on a pilot Locality Plan for Cockermouth and the surrounding area, with the intention to roll it out across the Borough.  The objectives of the scheme are to save money and to make services 
more efficient.
Any Other Business

Concerns were raised about speeding on Gote Road. A Police Community Support Office was at the meeting and took details

Michelle Lockett a flooded resident told the forum that she is organising a meeting where people can come and discuss any problems they are having with insurance companies and hopefully find solutions.  If anyone is still experiencing problems or are able to offer advice on how to resolve issues with insurers please leave contact details with Sally Scales     
Grant Applications

New Applications considered at the meeting and recommendations made as follows:
· Embleton & District Communty Hall Trust

£350
· Sam Hall






£300

· Broughton Children’s Carnival



£500

· Great Broughton & Allotment & Livestock Club
           £100

· Castle Gardens Social Fund



£330

· Broughton Village Hall Committee


£250

· Kirkgate Pre School Playgroup



£350

· Croft Bowling Club





£800

