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GRANGE, CARTMEL & LYTH VALLEY NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM





Summary of Forum held at Grange Parish Rooms


on Thursday 24th September, 2009.





Councillor Bill Wearing welcomed everyone to the Forum and gave the apologies of Councillors Jim Bland and Rod Wilson.  He also declared an interest in the Grange Prom Youth Project grant application.   





Mr. Jones Darlington welcomed everyone to the Parish Rooms and thanked the Grange, Cartmel & Lyth Valley Neighbourhood Forum for its grant support to the Parish Rooms which had helped to upgrade the facilities.





UPDATES





Grange Town Council





Councillor Wearing provided updates on:-


Tourist Information Centre –now run by volunteers as South Lakeland District Council ceased funding the service at the beginning of September.  The service will operate full time until the end of October and then part-time through to spring when a permanent solution will hopefully be found.  Councillor Wearing thanked all the volunteers involved.





Allotments – the Town Council has rented a field from South Lakeland District Council near the cemetery and the site should be up and ready for rent by spring. 





Tennis courts and bowling green


The Town Council has taken over the running of these facilities.  This has been successful over the summer period and will continue next summer.  The staff involved receive small gratuities and Councillor Wearing thanked them for their assistance. 





The Main Street car park will be resurfaced from the 30th September to the end of November.   It will be done in sections so some parking will be available at all times.





The Bridge saga continues between South Lakeland District Council and BAE systems.  Hopefully it will be in place by Easter 2010 though it may prove difficult to get everyone involved 


      ‘signed up’ for the same time.


 











     











COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD


The new toilets at Flookburgh Village Hall (funding from the Lottery, Hadfield Trust and Neighbourhood Forum) will be officially opened on 21st October.   The Hall is slowly updating its facilities and is celebrating the completion of this phase with a film and supper.  The event starts at 7.30pm and costs £2. 50 for the film and buffet supper.  All welcome.





The next Grange, Cartmel & Lyth Valley Neighbourhood Forum will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 23rd November at Witherslack Village Hall.


All Welcome





DIARY DATE
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GRANTS





Grange Prom Youth Project


Requested £1,000 towards cost of creating crazy golf course.             Awarded £1,000





Grange over Sands Lecture Society


Requested £500 towards cost of a digital projector.                          Awarded  £300


   








GRANGE & CARTMEL COMMUNITY BOARD





Councillor Wearing explained that the Grange & Cartmel Community Board has been in existence for about two and a half years.  The Community Board is one of a number of pilot projects across the county.   The Community Board comprises County Council, District Council and Parish Councils representatives, and Councillor Wearing stressed that anyone is welcome to attend Community Board meetings. 





The Community Board has some funding (it provided the free bus travel for young people in the area over recent school holiday periods) and Councillor Wearing encouraged people to get involved, so that the community can make decisions for their community.  





MACMILLAN COMMUNITY SOLUTIONS





Before starting his presentation, Jonathan Ingram, Age Concern, announced that Barbara Brown had been appointed Age Concern’s Village Agent for Grange.  Jonathan introduced Barbara and explained she would be helping to develop Age Concern services in the town.   


It was suggested that Barbara’s appointment and her role be included in the next edition of ‘Grange Now’.





Jonathan explained that Macmillan Community Solutions is an innovative service recently established between Age Concern, Macmillan Cancer, NHS Cumbria and Cumbria County Council which, if successful in South Lakeland, may be taken forward nationally.   





Jonathan suggested that the services offered by Cancer Care are already well known in South Lakeland and this three year initiative would look to expand Macmillan’s expertise in cancer support into community areas.  The aims of the project are:-


To link older people to existing support services


To develop new services where there are gaps


To improve the quality of life for cancer patients


To enable people to remain living at home


The target group is people aged over 50 living with cancer; caring for someone with cancer; survivor of a cancer related illness or bereaved as a result of cancer.





Jonathan mentioned that the project will be consulting with other charities and that isolation is an issue which many older people face.   He instanced the scenario of patients going home after treatment, possibly to an empty house and then left on their own by the medical services, before providing some examples of local needs and gaps, eg.


Gentle exercise groups


Intergenerational projects


Prescription delivery service


Other practical services eg. gardening, dog walking etc. 


Acting as a hub for information/Accessing web based information.





Jonathan highlighted Age Concern’s need for volunteers to undertake a wide variety of roles before mentioning workshops being run by NHS Cumbria, Cumbria County Council, Adult Social Care, Age Concern and Cumbria Hospice Services called ‘Conversations for Life’.  Jonathan suggested whilst most people trust their family to do the right thing for them at the end of life, the aim of these workshops is to encourage people to talk about their wishes for their future care.   Workshops will be held at the Marchesi Centre, Windermere on 10th October and Swarthmoor Hall, Ulverston on 15th October (for more details contact Jonathan on 01539 728180).





In response to queries, Jonathan confirmed bowel cancer screening could be run in Grange if people are interested.  He also confirmed screening would be for the 60 – 70 year age group who are most at risk.  He stressed the need to present early if people suspect they have cancer symptoms, stressing that if caught early, it can make a big difference to the outcome. Jonathan acknowledged that people sometimes find it easier to attend screening or seek advice on the phone, rather than visit the doctor, and mentioned that some support groups, eg. the Colostomy Association has a free 24 hour telephone line (things are always worse at 2 or 3 in the morning) and that Adult Social Care may also be able to offer help.


























Councillor Wearing thanked the Parish Rooms for their hospitality and said the Forum would definitely like to meet there again.














