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GRANGE, CARTMEL & LYTH VALLEY NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM





Summary of Forum held at Cartmel Village Hall 


on Tuesday 2nd March, 2010.





County Councillor Rod Wilson welcomed everyone to the Forum, introduced fellow County Councillor Bill Wearing and gave the apologies of County Councillor Jim Bland.





UPDATES





Lower Allithwaite Parish Council


David Huggett provided an update on the work of the Parish Council.  He mentioned white lining work depends on the weather and work load, but added new white lines will, hopefully, prove to be an improvement.  He raised the problems of traders’ vans parked all day in the Square, recent gritting issues -  when Local Area Partnerships are ‘up and running’ the Parish Council hopes to take control of gritting in the Lower Allithwaite area, and speed limits – the Parish Council is currently fighting for a 20mph speed limit outside both Cartmel Primary and Secondary School. 





It is hoped to set up websites for Cartmel (in conjunction with the Cartmel Traders site) and Allithwaite and the Parish Council has been in discussion with the Post Office regarding the outreach service from Grange.   A housing needs survey has identified the need for one or two affordable homes, rather than a block of 5 or 6 houses, and the Parish Council is working with South Lakeland District Council to try to progress this. 





Flookburgh and District Recreational Charity Trust


Trevor Wilson explained that Lower Holker Parish Council purchased a field from the County Council and now hope to turn this into a community resource.  The field is very wet and the Council hopes to get a licence for a builder to use the field as a tip, lifting the level by about a metre.  This should raise about £15K for the Parish Council which should prove a useful credit when applying for a lottery grant.  In conjunction with this, the Old Guard House is being renovated to create a meeting space for young people.  Windows will be put in and electricity for lighting both inside and outside the hut.  A barrier will be erected to stop children running out on to the road.





Safety and Pedestrian Priority in Flookburgh


Trevor Wilson explained the changes in signage and road markings at Flookburgh which occurred about two years ago and which, although correct, resulted in lots of ‘near do’s’, especially for local people familiar with the old system.   Changes have now been reversed, resulting in a much safer environment





COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD


The Countryside Access Team will run the Parish Paths Initiative for the 3rd year during 2010/2011.  Community groups and Parishes can register an interest in Public Rights of Way and apply for a small grant to improve local paths.  A free workshop will be held on 20th March – to register contact Andrea Bonacker on 01228 226605.





The date of the next Grange, Cartmel & Lyth Valley Forum is to be arranged.  Details will be forwarded as soon as available.





DIARY DATE
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GRANTS


Lower Holker Village Hall


Requested £1,000 towards external redecoration costs. Awarded £1,000


King George V Playing Fields Committee


Requested £645 towards the cost of safety grass tiles.   Awarded £645





Age Concern Village Agent


Barbara Brown introduced herself as the Village Agent for Grange and Kents Bank.  She explained that the Village Agent scheme aims to signpost people to the services they require.  There are currently 8 Village Agents in post in Cumbria – another 23 areas are yet to be covered.  Age Concern and Village Agents can offer:-


Benefit checks/advice sessions


Social events/lunch clubs/social inclusion


Inter-generational projects


Home safety in conjunction with the Fire & Rescue Service


Care information


Exercise classes


For more information contact Barbara by calling the Age Concern helpline on 01539 728180 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:va@ageconcernsl.org.uk" ��va@ageconcernsl.org.uk�





Cumbria Fire & Rescue Service


Stuart Dolan for the Fire & Rescue Service explained that the Service now plays a more proactive preventative role than its traditional reactionary one. 


He explained how free home safety checks are carried out and urged anyone who does not have smoke alarms fitted to take advantage of this scheme.  Stuart provided information on alarms for the hearing impaired and flame retardant bed packs for vulnerable people.


RATS (Road Awareness Training Scheme) is aimed at 17 – 25 year olds, covering the consequences of speed, drink/driving, drugs and mobile phone use.


Stuart highlighted the Service’s need for volunteers to work alongside Fire & Rescue staff in undertaking home safety checks.  He confirmed that information gained is subject to the Data Protection Act, but that relevant information regarding vulnerable people is shared with Adult Social Care, the Police etc.  For more information contact the Fire & Rescue Service on


01229 615721





THE RIVER EEA CATCHMENT PROJECT





Ben Lamb introduced himself as Trust Manager for the South Cumbria Rivers Trust and provided an overview of the Trust’s aims to improve and conserve the river catchments of the southern Lake District, from the Bela to the Duddon.  The main activities of the Trust, which was set up in 2006, include:-


Education/survey work 


River habitat rehabilitation


Invasive non native species control and eradication


River dipping with the ‘Experience the River’ project for local schools


Riverfly partnership training – volunteers monitoring riverfly populations





Ben explained that the overall aim of the River Eea Project is to improve the quality of the instream and riparian habitat throughout the Eea system.  Fish which used to abound in the Eea – sea trout, salmon, and brown trout, have decreased over the last fifteen years and are now rarely seen, though bullheads are present in plague proportions (19 - 26 per square metre rather than the average 0.5 – 2 per square metre, suggesting that something is out of kilter!   Eels have decreased by 98% since the late 1970’s but Mayfly nymphs have been found in the water suggesting that water quality is good.   





The first stage of the Project was to investigate the history of the valley, the river and the general degradation of the environment.  To this end, the Trust put on a display in Cartmel Village Hall with a time line for species identification and to gain local knowledge to build into a bigger picture of the river.   Problems for the river system could include:- 


Alteration of water courses/historic dredging


Sewage from the waste water treatment plant


Change in marine environment/global warming


Garden waste and pesticides/road run off


Feeding ducks/too many small weirs


Ben suggested no one thing is responsible, many things are going on in the system and pollution from agriculture – the run off of excess nutrients from fields, slurry, lack of cover from unprotected banks etc. are all involved.   He explained that excess nutrients encourage algae growth and fenced banks offer shade, cover and a buffer zone to nutrient run off.   There is, however, no silver bullet!  On the plus side, the Eea is lucky not to have great swathes of Himalayan Balsam (A team of interested volunteers is needed to pull out the odd stands of Balsam on the system


before it takes over.)





Phase 2 of the project is to work with landowners, possibly using agri-environmental schemes to get some of the work done.  The system would then be re-surveyed.  Local anglers have agreed to stop stocking the system to allow it a chance to restock naturally.  There are examples from many places where the trend is being reversed and there already appears to be some improvement on the Eea system.





In response to questions, Ben confirmed the Trust is not tied in any way to DEFRA; that water abstraction is very closely monitored and that the Trust does not have the facilities to test for phosphates but is hoping to work with Castle Head Field Centre which does.  He also confirmed the Trust would make representation to the planning authority if wind turbine construction work was likely to affect the quality of the water in the system and acknowledged that holding ponds and construction work on the High Newton bypass had had an effect on water movement.  Ben hoped that funding would be provided for a three year project and, hopefully, that volunteers  would be interested in doing long term monitoring.  





Anyone interested in helping the Trust in any way can contact Ben on 01539 816311.
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For information on this, or other Forums in South Lakeland, call Kelly Alty on 01539 713447 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:kelly.alty@cumbriacc.gov.uk" ��kelly.alty@cumbriacc.gov.uk�


 














