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KENT ESTUARY NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM


Summary of meeting held on 9th December 2008 at Preston Patrick Memorial Hall


County Councillor Roger Bingham welcomed everyone to the Forum,  thanked Cath Richardson and Gillian Robinson who kindly provided tea and biscuits, took apologies and introduced the first speaker, Olive Clarke. 





A LOCAL VIEW





As Chair of the Parish Council, Olive Clarke welcomed everyone to Preston Patrick Memorial Hall.  Olive explained that the Parish, which she suggested has no illusions of grandeur, is divided by the canal, the motorway and the A65 trunk road. It is a very scattered parish with a network of narrow lanes – as many continental drivers using ‘sat nav’ have discovered to their cost! 


The Parish does not have a village, school or playground and has more sheep than souls (350 people on the electoral roll).  Livestock is decreasing as redundant farm buildings are converted into housing, and pony culture has hit Preston Patrick in a big way, with numerous planning applications for stables and field shelters. 


Olive explained that the Parish is made up of four hamlets – Gatebeck, Millness, Goose Green and Nook, and provided a brief description of each. 


Whilst the Parish Council continues to monitor the Gateway Project plans, uppermost on the agenda for Preston Patrick is the matter of the proposed wind turbines at Sillfield.  


The Memorial Hall, built to celebrate the end of the First World War, urgently needs a new roof, and Olive suggested that whilst users are conscious of its many needs, it does meet a recreational need.  The Parish also has an excellent asset in its Church (now part of the Kirkby Lonsdale group of churches) which attracts a good congregation, offers a good social life, and whose illuminated cross on the top of the hill is a much admired feature.  


Olive ended by suggesting that Preston Patrick is a super place to live – and with junction 36 within the Parish, also an excellent place to get away from!
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COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD





17 December – Eversley Choral Union Concert  and 


24 December – Christingle & Carol Services, all at Milnthorpe Church.


> Councillor Jim Bland mentioned that a First Responder scheme is setting up in the Lyth Valley.


> It is anticipated that the water turbine will be installed at Heron Corn Mill in May, will be operational by mid-November and will generate approx. £59K annually. 


> Heron Theatre thanked the Forum for its grant towards a cinema screen.  It is playing to full houses and plans to get its own projector.  From 2009 it will be available for hire with full cinema facilities. 


> ‘Walking the Way to Health’ leads short walks starting from Dallam Park.  Contact Debbie for details on 01539 713180.





GRANTS





Endmoor Village Hall


Requested £1,000 towards upgrading insulation.


Awarded £950





Arnside First Responders Group


Requested £1,000 towards defibrillator and equipment  for Storth.


Awarded £1,000





Growing Well


Requested £800 towards architects fees to improve  existing facilities


Awarded £750





HEVERSHAM DEVELOPMENT





Councillor Bingham provided a brief history of Heversham Grammar School, mentioned as Evesham in the Domesday Book in 1085 up to the point where it merged with Milnthorpe Secondary School in 1984 to form Dallam School.  Stephen Holdup, Head Teacher, explained boarding went into decline from 1984.   The School now has 70 boarders, although it could attract significantly more if it wanted to.  Each year it expects 15 – 20 enquiries for the boarding places the following year, but has had double the enquiries this year.





Mr. Holdup explained that the Heversham site is owned by the Dallam Trust and is currently the site of a major demolition programme preparatory to building a 50 en-suite study bedroom boarding block with a projected completion date of December 2009.  At the same time teaching at the Heversham site will move to the Milnthorpe site, freeing up teaching space for boarders social use.  This move will also make life quieter in Heversham, as the 12 buses which constantly ferry students between the sites will no longer be needed.   The existing car park is now identified for housing.





Dallam is one of 33 state boarding schools in the country.  About two-thirds of the boarding element are sixth form students and two-thirds are international students – mainly from the Far East and European Union – and are hard working young people.   The governor’s strategy is to get boarding numbers back to the pre-1984 figure (220) depending upon the availability of finance.   Boarding fees are £6,500 per year and the main course (tuition is free) is the International Baccalaureate. 





Peter Shaw, Heversham Parish Council, raised concerns over parking, the future of the tennis courts and the green space used by the village for Sports Day, as well as concerns that an increased number of boarders could cause trouble in the village.  Mr. Holdup said he would be delighted if parking could be provided on site, but stressed there would be less need for parking when all teaching moved to the Milnthorpe site and there would be less on-road parking.  He gave reassurance that the school has a stringent selection process for boarders, adding that there would be a lot for boarders to do on site.  He also gave reassurance that the school will continue to give the village access to sports facilities on site. 





DIARY DATE


�                   The next Kent 





DIARY DATE - The next Kent Estuary Neighbourhood Forum will be held at Dallam School, 7.30pm, Tuesday 10th March 2009. 


All Welcome














POLICE UPDATE





Sergeant Sizer, based at Milnthorpe Police Station, explained the area covered by the Rural Team and suggested with crimes few and far between, it was a pretty safe place to live.  He explained the make-up of the rural team – 1 Inspector, 3 sergeants and 20 police constables, plus back-up from motorway patrols, CID, dog handlers and air support from Lancashire, and suggested it was now better policed than at some points in the past. 


Sergeant Sizer said the team try to attend as many community meetings as they can and are also willing to talk to groups.  It does a lot of work with primary schools as well as Dallam, Settlebeck and Queen Elizabeth Secondary Schools, giving a fairly blunt message on issues relating to alcohol and drugs.  He acknowledged it was hard to quantify the success of such work, but felt it did have an impact. 


Sergeant Sizer mentioned issues relating to ‘boy racers’ and drugs and Councillor Bingham added that whilst Milnthorpe and Burton were currently enjoying ‘quiet’ patches, other villages were not.  Sergeant Sizer commented that the drug related issues mainly involved people in the 20’s, not young people. 








CULTURE MATTERS





Jim Grisenthwaite, the County Council’s Head of Culture, explained that his job has nothing to do with swimming pools, leisure centres or sports facilities, but is to do with library services, archive services and cultural policy development. 





He explained how Cumbria Library Service is an amalgamation of libraries from Cumberland, Westmorland, Furness and the West Riding (10 different library authorities in total), which accounts for the somewhat strange distribution of libraries in the county.   Some areas have a stock of small branch libraries and other areas have been served by mobile libraries.  Today there are 48 static libraries in the County, 6 mobile and 5 Library Link facilities.  A Library Link is a computer linked to the library service, based in a host business, where a member of the public can borrow from a small stock of books or order a book for delivery within a week.   Library Links are open as long as the host business is open –which could be up to 70 hours per week - and in the main, they are proving very successful, offering the best opportunity for a decent library service in areas where there is no static library.


 


Jim suggested the modern library service is changing and many people now want to use the library in the evening or weekend.   As a result, the six main libraries in the county open on a Sunday – Kendal Library is open from 12 noon – 4pm, though some small libraries may only open for a few hours per week.   Although not widely known, the County also offers a free ‘Housebound’ service – relying on a network of volunteers to provide this.  The Library service employs 320 staff and the Department a budget of £9m, of which approximately £1m is used for book buying.





Despite the fact that Cumbria offers one of the best archive services in the country, Jim suggested it is the lesser known service.  There are 4 public record offices in the county – Barrow, Kendal, Carlisle and Whitehaven.  Funded by a lottery grant, the Carlisle Records Office is about to relocate from the Castle to new premises at Petteril Bank.  This will provide the opportunity to bring together dispersed collections under one roof.  It may also provide the opportunity for people to access film material from the North West film archive, as well as sound archives.





The Department has £170,000 to disperse in the form of cultural grants and uses this to lever in money from other sources to generate income for the Cumbria economy.   Although it is not always possible to spend this in ways which people might approve, the Brewery; Theatre on the Lake; Prism Arts etc. have all received funding.  Jim stressed  


his Department is very conscious that it spends £9m of the public’s money annually and tries very hard to provide services which people appreciate.























