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DIARY DATE     The next  K ent Estuary  Neighbourhood Forum  will be held  on Wednesday 1 6 th  September,  7.30pm at Burton   Memorial Hall.    All welcome.  
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KENT ESTUARY NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM


Summary of meeting held on 17th March 2010 at Preston Patrick Memorial Hall


 


County Councillor Jim Bland welcomed everyone to the Forum and introduced County Councillor Ian Stewart.  Apologies were received from County Councillor Roger Bingham, who was unfortunately in hospital following an operation, but was now on the mend.  Apologies were also made for district councillor Pru Jupe and from Fiona Hanson and Angela Rawlinson.


Councillor Bland thanked those from Preston Patrick who had kindly organised the refreshments.





A LOCAL VIEW





Peter Gott of Sillfield Farm welcomed everyone to Preston Patrick – in his view an area of outstanding natural beauty.  Divided by the building of the M6 motorway in the early 1970s most of the parish sits around 1000 feet above sea level and parts of it can feel very remote, especially during a hard winter.  Peter’s business has taken him to Borough Market in London every week for the last 11 years and returning home, late on a Saturday night, he highlighted the welcome sight of the fifteen 25 watt bulbs which form the illuminated cross on the tower of Preston Patrick church and indicating he is nearly home.





Life in the parish is not completely idyllic – incidents of livestock theft mean residents have to remain vigilant and wind farms are also an issue which has divided the community in the past.  But there are plenty of positive elements to life in the area and these will bring the community back together.





























Diary Date





COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD


For details of the upcoming programme including “The Joy of Politics”, on April 16th/17th, an irreverent look at our Parliamentary system ahead of the Election, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.theherontheatre.com" ��www.theherontheatre.com�


To bring the footprints of the Neighbourhood Forum and the new Local Area Partnership into line, from 1st April the area will be known as South Westmorland, rather than Kent Estuary.


The Parish Paths Initiative will run again in 2010/11 for parishes to register an interest in local Rights of Way. For further information contact Andrea Bonacker on 01228 226605.











�





The date for the next South Westmorland (formerly Kent Estuary) Neighbourhood Forum is still to be arranged.  Watch for further details at:


www.cumbriacc.gov.uk/neighbourhoodforums 





School Meal Provision 





School meal provision in Cumbria’s schools is delivered by the Premises Unit of the County council, which also oversees School Crossing Patrols and Cleaning services.  There is a statutory duty to provide for those entitled to free school meals and this is extended to providing a meal for anyone who wishes to pay for it.  A great deal of work has been done in the last four years to improve the standard of food provided in schools.  This involves looking not only at the fat and salt content of food but also the nutritional value. 


The responsibility to provide meals lies with the schools themselves and currently 155 primary and 9 secondary schools use the Council’s Foodservice.  The uptake of meals offered in primary schools is 54.1% (national uptake is 43.6% and target is 60%) and in secondary schools uptake is 62.6% (national 37.2%). Cumbria has also won regional and national recognition for it’s food procurement process.  Almost 100% of requirements are sourced through Cumbrian suppliers and 25% of produce used is grown, reared or produced within Cumbria or neighbouring N.Yorkshire and Lancashire. 


If you would like to see school meals in action at Dallam School, then contact Kelly Alty on 01539 713447 to make arrangements.  For information on school meals in general, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.myschoollunch.co.uk" ��www.myschoollunch.co.uk� and select Cumbria County Council.








DIARY DATE


�                   The next Kent 





GRANTS





Milnthorpe Corinthians requested £1000 towards the cost of a new boiler for their clubhouse.  Awarded £750





Levens Village Institute requested £1000 towards the cost of re-flooring the cloakroom area at the hall following other refurbishment work:  Awarded £750





Arnside Educational Institute requested £1000 towards the cost of improving roof insulation at the Institute.  Awarded £750





�
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UPDATES





Hincaster Trailway


This project is aiming to develop a disused railway branch line into a wheelchair friendly bridleway.  It has made great progress over the last two years, despite having a bid for funding from Natural England turned down as the project is not “in a deprived area”.  It is hoped that the Young Farmers may become involved this year as one of their community projects but in the meantime a collection of events has been organised to promote the scheme locally.  The Local Access Forum has arranged a site visit and a programme of guided walks has been organised through Friends of the Lake District. The Cumbria Wood and Forestry Festival has also expressed interest in hosting an event on and around the trail.


 A bird and bat box building event will be held over 2 days in May at Heversham Primary School, in conjunction with Milnthorpe Children’s Centre.  Ahead of that on 30th April an evening walk will be looking for bats on trailway.  Booking is essential – contact Bridget Pickthall on 015395 61243 or send an e-mail to � HYPERLINK "mailto:bridget.theorchard@firenet.uk.com" �bridget.theorchard@firenet.uk.com�.  Use the following link to complete a short survey on the Trailway: � HYPERLINK "http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/6NH6LFG" \o "http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/6NH6LFG" �http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/6NH6LFG�This e-mail address is being protected from spambots. You need JavaScript enabled to view it �





Police


Steve Christy introduced himself as the Community Sergeant on the Neighbourhood Policing Team for the area, based at Milnthorpe.  Mobile police stations are now making regular monthly visits to some of the more remote communities within the area, such as Garsdale and Preston Patrick.


Work continues with the Safer Schools Partnership, in particular with Dallam School, on a restorative justice programme which involves mediation rather than a reprimand or caution and helps to avoid young people entering the criminal justice system.


Thefts from vehicles are still a problem and signs are being put up at many local sites ahead of the main visitor season warning people not to leave valuables in their cars when leaving them parked. 


Monthly Police newsletters are also available in the Spar, Milnthorpe, Holme Stores, Burton PO and on Milnthorpe Parish noticeboard. To contact the Neighbourhood Policing team call: 0845 33 00 247, or e-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:Kendalruralnpt@cumbria.police.uk" �Kendalruralnpt@cumbria.police.uk�  . For further information go to the Cumbria Police website:








The Preventative Role of the Modern Fire Service





Callum Graham of Cumbria Fire and Rescue, gave a detailed and informative explanation of the wide ranging work of the modern Fire and Rescue Service, of which a very small proportion of time involves actually putting out fires!  The emphasis these days is very much on preventing fires and other incidents happening in the first place.  While many of these additional services have only recently come under the Fire Service’s official Duty of Care many have been running in Cumbria for as long as 15 years.


Home Safety


Working with agencies such as Age Concern, Adult Social Care and Deaf Vision among others, the Fire and Rescue service carry out free home visits to test and install smoke alarms, swap chip pans for deep fat fryers, provide security advice and arrange to fit security devices to doors etc.  Officers are also trained to report back to the relevant support service any issues arising from home visits that they cannot deal with but the feeling is more could be done to encourage other agencies to report back to the Fire  Service with any concerns on home safety raised during their home visits.


Road Safety


As well as attending road traffic accidents the emphasis again is on preventing accidents and promoting driver awareness information.  All levels are covered, from young to old, those living in rural and urban areas and others in the region, such as temporary staff coming into the area to work in tourism and leisure, many of whom may also be foreign.


For young people there is a very powerful course for students in Year 11 and upwards.  Students at Kendal College participate over a week in a course of lectures and exercises designed to bring down the annual number of deaths on the area’s roads.  The presentations are quite graphic and people have been known to faint!


Education


As well as traditional school visits to local fire stations for all ages of student, The Fire and Rescue Service also run week long Young Firefighter courses.  These involve students tackling all aspects of a firefighters work and culminate in a Passing-out ceremony on Day 5.  Set Point involves using firefighting methods as a practical approach to maths and physics, (e.g. how do you fit 1800 litres of air into a 9 litre container?) as a way of engaging students who might otherwise fall behind in these subjects.  


The Embedded Firefighter scheme takes this project a step further by putting a firefighter into a school to develop the Set Point teaching method further over a longer period of time. 


The Junior Citizens scheme works together with the Police and Ambulance services to give students snapshots of various safety issues and strategy to deal with problems such as e.g. Internet safety, Cycle Safety, Drug and Alcohol abuse and stranger danger.


All the Education based programmes are designed to build a lifelong respect among young people for the Fire Service


Station Open Days are an ever popular favourite with children and adults alike and are still a vital way of communicating the work that the Fire and Rescue Service do within our communities.  


The Fire and Rescue Service are always looking for community volunteers to support their work – you don’t have to go and put out fires, but any skills you can offer will be put to good use.  For more information on becoming a Community Volunteer, contact Cumbria Fire and Rescue on 01900 820247.

















