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SEDBERGH & KIRKBY LONSDALE


 NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM





Summary of meeting held at Dent Memorial Hall on Tuesday 30th June 2009





Kevin Lancaster introduced himself as the new County Councillor for the area and welcomed everyone to the Forum.  He also declared an interest in Sedbergh & District History Society.








COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD





11 July – Harley Davidson rally in the Market Square, Kirkby Lonsdale from 9.00 – 12.30pm in aid of Great North Air Ambulance.





August Bank Holiday – Dentdale Show, including English Championship Fell Race.  Need helpers to marshall. 





YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY UPDATE





Paul Wilkinson explained how the Ranger service fits within the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority. Seven of the eight Ranger areas are in Yorkshire and one Cumbria.  Paul is the Ranger for the Cumbria section and works with an Access Ranger and approximately 45 trained Dales volunteers.  Paul mentioned new legislation to help manage rights of way and restrictions on green lanes to unauthorised vehicles, adding that conversely restrictions on use  actually seems to increase use!!  He asked that anyone aware of unauthorised use of green lanes should try to get the registration of the vehicle and let him know.


Paul mentioned the barrier reduction scheme along the River Dee which will involve taking out about 20 stiles and replacing these with gateways, and continued improvements to the Occupation road.


As part of the Dent Parish Plan, Paul is planning more involvement with the primary school, starting with a guided walk next week.  He provided information from the Woodlands Officer on an initiative to improve existing woodland or create new woodlands and the grant scheme in operation for this, and from the Sustainable Development officer on a small scale hydro scheme.


Concerns were expressed over the late cutting of roadside verges.  Paul pointed out that roadside verges are the responsibility of Cumbria County Council.  Concerns were also expressed that an initiative for parish councils to become involved in the cutting of roadside verges does not apply in Cumbria – a scheme in which Dent would be interested.  Paul confirmed many YDNPA initiatives do not apply to the Cumbria section.  He mentioned that the verges are currently full of wild flowers, documented by the County Ecologist, and which document should be referred to if work is done on the verges.  Finally, concern was expressed over the proliferation of ragwort and the need to eradicate this.  Councillor Lancaster will raise this with the relevant person at the County Council and report back at the next Forum.





GRANTS





Kent Lune Trefoil Guild


Requested  £1,000              Awarded £500





Sedbergh & District History Society


Requested £500                  Awarded £500





Kirkby Lonsdale rugby Union Football Club


Requested £945                  Awarded £500








The next Sedbergh & Kirkby Lonsdale Neighbourhood Forum will be held at Barbon Village Hall, 7.30pm on Tuesday 8th September 2009.   All welcome.
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APPLEBY FAIR UPDATE





Councillor Lancaster suggested that whilst the agencies have all been working together during the three years of his involvement, he felt that the collective response has been inadequate in dealing with issues in the area.  





He suggested some residents have suffered indignities and substantial financial loss and whilst police officers have done the best they could with the resources they have available, the situation endured over the last three years cannot be allowed to continue.  One concern is travellers grazing their horses in fields without permission and the consequences of this for landowners.  Councillor Lancaster stressed the need to establish the legal situation regarding this to try to stop it happening in future years, and thanked Gina Barney and John Challoner for compiling a log on the Fair.





Gina Barney confirmed problems had escalated over the past three years, though suggested this was not the worst year. 


Problems had arisen from a small element who arrived early (6th May).  The police had supported Gina and acted on evidence gained, but she stressed the need for a protocol, so that problems are not merely displaced from Appleby to surrounding areas.  





John Challoner thanked the officers who arranged the valuable drop-in session yesterday.   He reiterated the need to know exactly what laws the police can enforce.   He asked for more animal welfare enforcement, with all animals chipped or tagged, and stressed the need for forceful, effective action.





Problems reported by other residents included the length of time travellers camped in the area, the number of vehicles and the number of horses, lost income when travellers camped across the gateway to a camp site, the way the police dealt with an incident reported to them by a local resident.  Some residents reported feeling threatened and intimidated, including incidents involving a gun and cross bow.





Sergeant Paul Mellard acknowledged not everything worked as the police would have liked and that there are resourcing issues.  He agreed the police need to be more aware of legislation available to enforce and stressed they have to prove ‘beyond reasonable doubt’ the perpetrators in cases of criminal damage.  Sergeant Mellard explained the possible consequences of turning ‘trespassing’ horses out of fields and agreed problems arose because too many travellers arrived too early (from 28th April) with too many horses.   The police work with colleagues from the County Council and South Lakeland District Council and Sergeant Mellard confirmed there is an encampment protocol to follow with three ‘risk’ classifications.  He agreed Eden appears to have ‘got a grip’ on the Fair, but this does result in problems being displaced.  





District Councillor, Ian McPherson said the most pressing issues are criminal events; enforceable sanctions and civil trespass and reiterated the need for clear legal systems in place by March 2010.  


















































DENT PARISH PLAN UPDATE





Heather Fraser explained work which has been ongoing for the last couple of years and updates provided for the Neighbourhood Forum during that time.





The Parish Plan group meet on a regular basis and feedback on the 5 year plan has been generally positive.   South Lakeland District Council, Cumbria County Council, the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority and Action for Communities in Cumbria are represented on the group whose numbers have increased substantially, though Heather suggested the group still needs more people to become involved. 





Heather provided a brief overview of the projects up and running, including:-


promoting the economy of the Dale – businesses, farming and tourism.


Looking at ways to support the Dentdale Show


Looking at possible premises for businesses and what funding is available to support businesses.


Looking at what the group can learn from the Dent Beer Festival.


Looking at affordable housing (Cumbria Rural Housing Trust is meeting with the Parish Council to look at the community’s needs.)


Looking at ways to integrate second home owners/holiday home owners into the community. 


The network of volunteer litter pickers working across the whole of the Dale.


Plans to improve the childrens’ playground, including consulting with children and residents living by the playground.


What leisure and recreation facilities are needed in Dent.


The new allotments in Dent.  Land has been found and a committee formed.  It is hoped to provide 14 – 19 different sized allotments by November ’09.  Plots still available for anyone else interested. 


Dent Parish Council’s plans to publish a regular newsletter (first edition went out in May with funding from the Local Strategic Partnership); improve relations with the YDNPA and work with other 


      councils to achieve common objectives.






































