[image: image1.emf] 

 
















GRANGE, CARTMEL & LYTH VALLEY NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM





Summary of Forum held at Witherslack Village Hall 


on Monday 23rd November, 2009.





Councillor Jim Bland welcomed everyone to the Forum and introduced fellow County Councillors Rod Wilson (Cartmel) and Bill Wearing (Grange)





UPDATES


Witherslack Community Shop


Steph Fry explained that the shop is now stocking locally produced apple and pear juice and frozen damsons alongside its range of general groceries, locally produced fruit and vegetables, meat and confectionery.   It is also selling a charity calendar, operates a DVD library and is a good place to stop for a ‘cuppa’ and a chat.   Steph suggested visitors are very charmed by the ambience of the shop and encouraged people to visit.   She confirmed that the shop has not yet had to dip into any of the shareholders investment. 


Winter closing times for the shop are 7pm on Friday and 3pm on Saturday.





Witherslack Community Land Trust


Steph explained when the Parish Council produced a Parish Plan in 2004, one of the main objectives to come out of this was the need for affordable homes.  A steering group was formed and a housing survey identified the need for 27 homes.   A Community Land Trust was set up to look at community assets, the sustainability of the village and the provision of affordable homes.  A possible site was identified at the Crag, outline planning permission obtained and two people are hoping to project manage the construction of their homes at this site.  Other sites have also been identified.  The Community Land Trust also owns the Derby Arms – now let on a long term lease – and Steph suggested the pub has again become the heart of the village.





Witherslack Womens’ Institute


Tilly van Rees explained Witherslack W.I. is a small but thriving organisation with excellent officers.   It belongs to the Lyth Valley group and meets 11 times a year for a varied programme.  Witherslack W.I. celebrates its 85th anniversary this year and the Cumberland & Westmorland Federation celebrates its 90th anniversary


in 2010.  Tilly also mentioned that the WI has a new logo -  ‘Inspiring Women’.





Crosthwaite Village of the Year    


John Holmes explained how the village entered the competition purely through chance before explaining the four categories for judging.  Crosthwaite was given two hours to showcase the village and during this time











COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD


Age Concern – Penny Pullinger explained the Village Agents scheme which provides trained advisors in the community to provide easier access to information for older people.  She also explained the Older People’s Project set up by South Lakeland District Council which, working in partnership with Age Concern, Fire & Rescue Service and Adult Social Care, looks at the needs of older people.  A pilot project will commence April 2010.





Flooding – The County Council is working with the District Council to offer advice and collate information.  Cumbria Community Foundation has set up a flood recovery scheme for individuals affected by flooding and community and voluntary groups working with people affected by flooding.  Maximum grants are £500 for families and £5,000 for voluntary/community groups. 





The next Grange, Cartmel & Lyth Valley Neighbourhood Forum will be held at 7.30pm on Tuesday 2nd March 2010 at Cartmel Village Hall.  All Welcome
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GRANTS


Lyth Valley First Responders 


Requested £1,000 towards training equipment and defibrillator.  Awarded £600





Grange Pre-School


Requested £540 towards equipment and fund raising essentials.  Awarded £400





Barwick Educational Foundation


Requested £1,000 towards kitchen improvements .  Awarded £600





Flookburgh Village Hall


Requested £1,000 towards heating upgrade and external painting.  Awarded £500





slot the judges were driven around the village, watched a video presentation and listened to a series of presentations on what was happening in the village. 


Crosthwaite came top in two categories, won the overall award for Cumbria and went forward to the North of England competition.   They are now through to the national awards in two categories – ‘community’ and ‘business’. 





Grange & Cartmel Community Board


Councillor Bill Wearing explained that the Grange & Cartmel Community Board was a pilot scheme set up by the County Council to devolve services to a more local level.  The District Council has subsequently become involved in the Board and has committed funding for specific projects and the scheme is being rolled out across South Lakeland as Local Area Partnerships.  Community Board meetings are open to anyone living in the Grange and Cartmel area and Councillor Wearing stressed the need for the public to become involved to decide how they wanted the Board to spend their money!





Lake District National Park Authority


Apologies from the Park Rangers.  Information provided on:-


> Local Development Framework – landowners and  public are being urged to identify potential housing/employment sites. Consultation ends 18th  Dec. 


> Study looking into potential hydro power sites in the National Park – 55 sites identified.  The next stage is to look at 10 of those sites in more detail. 


> Core Strategy consultation ended on 30th October.  Responses being collated for submission to the Secretary of State.    See � HYPERLINK "http://www.lakedistrict.gov.uk" ��www.lakedistrict.gov.uk� for more information on all the above.


Concerns expressed over the lack of clarity on LDNPA consultations and what stage they are actually talking about.  Gordon Pitt confirmed that the LDNPA are asking Parish Councils to identify housing sites. 





THE MORECAMBE BAY WETLANDS PROJECT: AN INTRODUCTION TO THE PROJECT





John Osbourne, Natural England Project Officer, acknowledged this project was a ‘hot topic’ in the valley, and suggested it was a good opportunity for landowners and residents to air their views and concerns.  John explained the partners involved in the Wetlands Project and confirmed that the Environment Agency is one of the partners. 





The aim of the Morecambe Bay Wetlands Project, which is a two year project, is to link together the existing pockets of wildlife habitats and conservation areas, and John suggested farmers and landowners with bits of unused wet land could apply for a Defra grant to maintain it as a wetland and create additional links.   John explained the 50 year vision for the Wetlands Project and the benefits of bio diversity and making space for water.  Leighton Moss is the hub for the area.





John explained that the aim is to involve as many people as possible in the project – not just the big conservation bodies - and will be visiting schools, youth clubs and other organisations to this end.  The aim is to identify areas which can be created or restored as wetlands and maintain a mosaic of linked wetland habitats including wet grassland, reedbed, fen and lowland raised mires which will support a healthy population of wetland species.   A soft track vehicle has been purchased which will be available for the creation and maintenance of such areas. 





Concerns were raised over the responsibility and funding for drainage work at Meathop to prevent agricultural land becoming increasingly wet, and the removal of 750 acres of trees which has raised the water table.  It was stressed that a network of ditches is essential to prevent water seeping from raised bogs into agricultural land. Concerns were also expressed that Natural England is putting pressure on the Environment Agency to switch off the drainage pumps in the Lyth valley.   Councillor Bland suggested that the valley would still drain, though more slowly, and stressed this problem will not arise until the pumps need replacing. 





Queries were raised over the lack of communication and the proposed Community Forum and its remit.  John confirmed he has names from the Brigsteer area of people interested in the Forum and would take the names of people interested in joining this from the Witherslack area after the meeting.   He also explained the rationale behind the purchase of the soft track vehicle, and offered to visit individual farms to discuss concerns.   Concerns were raised over the lack of consultation regarding SSSI status on agricultural land and a plea made that agencies cooperate and consult to create a cohesive well thought out plan for the management of wetlands.  Concerns were also expressed that there is no democratically elected individual on the whole scheme.





Helen Forrester, National Farmers’ Union, added that landowners have received information regarding a change in priorities from Defra which mean that the Environment Agency’s funding priority is to protect people and property.


Landowners are expected to protect their own business assets.  Helen also explained that there is no legislation to prevent farmers maintaining the existing drainage on SSSI sites.  





The Environment Agency has commissioned a piece of work looking at the way forward for the Lyth Valley and a document should be ready for consultation after Christmas.  Helen stressed neither the National Farmers’ Union or Country Landowners Association would let the Environment Agency turn off the pumps in the Lyth Valley without a fight and acknowledged that a way to work with landowners has to be found. 









































