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HIGHWAYS ISSUES   Councillor  Lancaster reminded Parish Councils that highway issues were discussed at the Local Area Partnership when  Keith Masser, Area Engineer, presented t he local highways programme for the next 2 - 3 years.   He urged parishes to check  through this carefully and comment, stressing it  is better to be proactive than  reactive.    C omments to Councillor Lancaster  or direct to Keith Masser.   Concerns were express ed over the lack of diversion signs for recent works on Black Horse Hill.   Councillor Lancaster explained that by law, diversions have to take you on a road similar to the one which is closed, but it  was felt any stranger to the area would have been comple tely  at a loss as to where to go.  Councillor Lancaster will raise this  issue at County level.  It was suggested information regarding the duration of road closures and the suitability of roads for  large vehicles should also be publicised.  Councillor Lanc aster added that on a more positive note, closing the road  completely meant the job was finished much quicker.  

ummary of meeting held at Selside Memorial Hall 

on Tuesday 10th October, 2006.
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SEDBERGH & KIRKBY LONSDALE


 NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM





Summary of meeting held at Kirkby Lonsdale Institute on 


Tuesday 9th March, 2010





County Councillor Kevin Lancaster welcomed everyone to the Forum, and introduced Jason Yates, Cumbria County Council’s new Neighbourhood Development Officer for the Sedbergh & Kirkby Lonsdale Forum area. 








COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD


Erica Wright explained that Landscape First is a community group whose aim is to raise awareness of the next Eon application which will go before Lancaster City Council later this year.  Erica explained that the people it affects will have very little input.  Councillor Lancaster suggested that the group should ensure its views are made known to the relevant Parish Councils and put forward to Cumbria County Council, so they were aware of local opinion in their response to Lancaster.  Councillor Dalton added that local opposition to a similar development at Skipton has been successful. 


Ms. Satchell highlighted the need for more disabled parking spaces and dropped kerbs in Sedbergh.  Councillor Lancaster suggested the parking spaces may need repainting, but on the wider issue explained that there is a group looking at highway issues throughout the town and Ms. Satchell’s comments need to be fed into this group to get an overall picture. 





but no improvements have  been made.  He explained the current situation regarding the toilets at Devil’s Bridge and Jingling Lane, stressing the importance of keeping toilets open in the town for ‘spending’ visitors. 





With regard to planning issues, the Town Council will be commenting on the proposed wind turbines at Hutton Roof, but to date no planning application has been submitted.  It is also interested in the proposed extension to the Yorkshire Dales National Park and will comment at  the next meeting. 





Councillor Kevin Lancaster added both County and District Councillors have been working with the Town Council on the issues raised and Alan confirmed the Town Council is very appreciative of the support it gets from Councillors.  He also commented that communities at Dent and Sedbergh have taken the issue of public toilets into their own hands. 





Sedbergh Playground Committee


The Playground Committee provided an update on the project to erect a barrier between the football pitch and the children’s playground to prevent stray balls landing in the play area.   Rather than erect a straight barrier, the committee decided to erect something with play value.   With contributions of £7K from the County Council and £9K from the District Council the barrier has now been erected and comprises three attractive offset fences incorporating a range of interactive panels. 








GRANT


Kirkby Lonsdale Methodist Church


Requested £790 towards the cost of a public address system.                                                Awarded: £790





YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY EXTENSION PROPOSALS


Councillor Lancaster explained the current position regarding the consultation being undertaken by Natural England and  South Lakeland District Council Cabinets’ decision not to request a referendum on the proposals.  Councillor Lancaster explained both Cumbria and Eden have objected and, consequently, the proposals will go to public enquiry and stressed strongly that public opinion should inform the enquiry.     As Natural England has not done so, he suggested the YDNPA should get people’s views and Graham Dalton, Dent Parish Councillor, agreed no actions should be taken without taking into account the views of those who would be affected by the proposals.  Councillors Lancaster acknowledged different areas are taking different attitudes to the proposals, but to date no parish has voted in favour.  He asked that if people are supportive of the view that a plebiscite should be held, they need to ensure their views are heard.








DIARY DATE   
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The date of the next Sedbergh & Kirkby Lonsdale Neighbourhood will be arranged and publicised as soon as possible.














APPLEBY FAIR UPDATE


Councillor Kevin Lancaster reported that the last Cautley Residents Action Group (CRAG) meeting had been well attended, with presentations from the County, the District and the Police.   He provided an overview of arrangements for the 2010 Fair, stressing  gypsies or travellers arriving in Sedbergh before the 24th May, will be moved on under a temporary traffic order. It is suggested that Devil’s Bridge could take gypsies and travellers two weeks earlier, but residents have voiced their concerns over this and Councillor Lancaster hoped this could be reduced to one week. 





Gina Barney added that the CRAG meeting was very positive.  The police admitted they got the policing wrong last year and will bring extra officers in this year, and operate ‘joined-up’ policing with Eden.  Councillors and officers will look at parking points between Rawthey Bridge and New Bridge later this week and temporary traffic orders will mean that any overloading at stopping places will be dealt with immediately, rather than being allowed to escalate. 





Sergeant Paul Mellard understood that the police will have two teams of four officers to cover a 16 hour period and will have robust powers to move people on when necessary.  Colleagues in the Northern area, familiar with ‘behind the scenes’ work in Eden are preparing the traffic orders and travellers entering the Sedbergh/Cautley area will be familiar with similar restrictions in Eden. Sergeant Mellard described the physical barriers which will prevent large concentrations of travellers, but added that these same barriers may also prevent the siting of a mobile police station!





Links between Cumbria and Lancashire police are being progressed at Assistant Chief Constable level and Sergeant Mellard suggested the issue has a lower priority for Lancashire as it is at the edge of their area.  He stressed things are in place this year to address a lot of the problems, but until the process has been gone through, it is not known where new ‘pinch’ points will be.  The police have powers to deal with travellers trespassing on private land or causing damage.  Travellers will not be given the opportunity to establish camps alongside the road – physical barriers will mean they can only stop at designated sites.  Dates when gypsies and travellers can enter each area will be publicised on websites and publications known to be used by travellers.  Concerns were expressed at the prospect of 30-40 caravans parked at the Whoop Hall.   In closing, Councillor Lancaster reiterated problems arose because of capacity and duration.   He also mentioned that the County Council had allocated £10K funding for Appleby Horse Fair issues.





HIGHWAYS ISSUES


Councillor Lancaster reminded Parish Councils that highway issues were discussed at the Local Area Partnership when Keith Masser, Area Engineer, presented the highways programme for the next 2-3 years.  He urged parishes to check through this carefully and pass any comments on to himself or direct to Keith Masser.   Concerns were expressed over the lack of diversion signs for recent works on Black Horse Hill.  Councillor Lancaster explained that by law, diversions have to take you on a road similar to the one which is closed, but it was felt any stranger to the area would have been completely at a loss as to where to go.  Councillor Lancaster will raise this issue at County level.  It was suggested information regarding the duration of road closures and the suitability of roads for large vehicles should also be publicised.  Councillor Lancaster added that on a more positive note, closing the road completely meant the job was finished much quicker.





LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP


Subject to approval by the County Council’s Local Committee, the Forum boundary is to change to include Mansergh, Firbank and Killington in line with that of the Local Area Partnership (LAP). The co-ordinator for the Sedbergh & Kirkiby Lonsdale LAP is Angela Rawlinson.








UPDATES





Kirkby Lonsdale Play Partnership


Dorothy Hamer thanked the Forum for the grant which has been used towards fencing for the toddler area.  The Play Partnership has been busy with a variety of fund-raising activities (some in conjunction with other organisations) including a Pantomime, Christmas Fair, Garage Sale, September Fair and Party in the Park, raising £21K in two years.  Forthcoming events include a talent show and ceilidh.   To date improvements are mainly in the toddler area, but a meeting with a landscape designer is planned for March to look at the whole playing field including low maintenance trees and shrubs.    Dorothy ended by adding that any donations are very, very welcome!  





Kirkby Lonsdale Town Council


Alan Day, Chairman of the Town Council, extended a warm welcome to Kirkby Lonsdale and the Institute. The Town Council meets monthly, preceded by a public forum.   Councillors attendance is excellent – never below 90%, and support from the County Council, District Council and police is good.  The Town Council holds tripartite meetings with neighbouring parishes (Barbon and Casterton) and also has a website.





Alan suggested the Town Council is very proactive, gives value for money and is proud of its achievements.  It recently cleared litter from the Devil’s Bridge area and has built up a very good relationship with both Underley Hall and Underley Garden Schools, both of which have worked to make the area more attractive by planting bulbs and planters around the town.  Underley Garden School plans to create an attractive floral display on the roundabout at Booths., once permission is officially granted.  





Alan suggested the good news for the town is that the new police office will be based in the Fire & Rescue building opposite the Institute, whilst the bad news is that no progress has been made with the District Council regarding the Tourist Information Centre, despite the fact that two local business have put forward a business plan.





Alan expressed concern at the District Council’s decision to bring in consultants to look at public toilet issues in South Lakeland, adding that over the last six years the Town Council has contributed £6K per annum to the upkeep and improvement of the toilets at Devil’s Bridge, 











