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Role of Scrutiny Committee
The Economy & Culture Scrutiny Committee chaired by David Southward have been examining the the issue of Rural Services and in particular the challenges faced by small rural communities if they were to lose their post office / village shop. This has involved visits to successful examples of community run enterprises including the recently established shop and post office at Nenet Head. The Scrutiny Committee intends to share this best practice and the lessons learned by these communities through the appropriate neighbourhood forums once the closure proposals are announced.

David Southward also chaired a co-ordination meeting of representatives from the District Councils, Parishes, Federation of SubPostmasters and others at the end of last year. This was to discuss and agree the information which would be submitted to the Post Office Ltd to inform the area plan for Cumbria. It was also to agree the approach to be adopted to the consultation period. It was agreed that a major county-wide event will be organised to take place mid way through the consultation period.
