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New Area 
Manager for 
Copeland 
As part of a previous budget 
saving proposal, linked to 
reducing the management of 
the County Council, there has 
been a re-structure within the 
County Council and Gillian 
Elliott has been appointed 
into a new role as Area 
Manager for Copeland. This 
is one of six posts across the 
County and will bring together 
a number of functions to 
help the Council deliver its 
aims and objectives through 
Area Working. Gillian will 
work with the Copeland Area 
Committee to deliver this new 
way of working and to ensure 
the delivery of the Area Plan. 
Gillian has worked for the 
County Council for almost 
25 years with experience 
in Economic Development 
and Property.  As you may 
already know Ted Thwaites 
has been appointed into the 
new role of Area Manager for 
Carlisle and we wish him well 
in his new role. 

Supporting 
Communities 
in Copeland

Securing your future 
– Cumbria County 
Council Budget 
Consultation 2015/16   
As many of you will already be aware, having been at one or more of the recent 
Neighbourhood Forums, Cumbria County Council is in the middle of their annual 
process of consulting on budget savings proposals.   The County Council are 
facing unprecedented cuts and although it has already identified £130m of savings 
between 2011-14, a further £83m needs to be saved by 2018.   

Over the lifetime of the austerity measures these cuts will reduce the County 
Council workforce down from 10,000 to almost 5,200.  As a result we have 
changed the way we deliver services, but it’s still not enough. The County Council 
is consulting on budget proposals and wants your views in relation to four key 
questions. The first question is on Council tax and whether the Council should 
increase the Council Tax or take the Government grant to freeze the tax.  The 
second question is around 13 savings proposals. The third is on the quality of 
service the Council provides and if we should open up discussions with 3rd 
party organisations such as Parish Councils or Voluntary sector bodies to look at 
delivering in a different way in order to retain services but still make savings. The 
final question is over the number of Councils in Cumbria and if you have a view 
on whether this can and/or should be reduced through the abolition of the current 
Councils and the creation of one or more unitary authorities.  

These questions, and the 13 savings proposals, can be found on the County 
Council Website.  The link to the site and where you can complete the consultation 
online is: www.cumbria.gov.uk/budgetconsultation 
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Held in Mirehouse Community Centre on a very wet and windy November evening 
United Utilities gave their presentation on the West Cumbria Water Supply consultation 
and this was followed by the budget consultations updates from Cumbria County 
Council and Copeland Borough Council. 

Karl Melville, Area Highways Manager, gave an update on the Meadow View/Low Road 
traffic review.   Having developed 3 options, the preferred option is to install traffic lights. 
Temporary lights will be trialled, with traffic counts to ascertain numbers, type of vehicles 
and speed, and any overgrown vegetation will be cut back to improve visibility. If the 
temporary lights are successful a request will then go to the Copeland Local Committee to 
seek funding, of around £135k. Overall this means 2016 is a likely implementation date.

Age UK reminded attendees of the services they provide, including IT sessions, winter 
warmth grants of £120 and this year a Christmas Dinner will be provided at Cleator 
Moor Civic Hall for anyone who may be on their own on Christmas Day. Please contact 
Age UK West Cumbria on 01946 66669. 
 

Whitehaven

Supporting Communities • Autumn/Winter 2014

Topics at Cleator Moor included a presentation by United Utilities on the West Cumbria 
Water Supply Consultation and Pipeline proposals for the link between Thirlmere and 
Ennerdale and an update on the Parish Lengthsman Scheme. There was community 
grant feedback from Arlecdon & District Community First Responders, and displays 
from Frizington Craft Club and Lamplugh Village Hall. The Copeland Borough Council 
Enforcement Team and Cumbria County Council Supporting People were available to 
speak to and take questions. 

We were pleased to welcome some new attendees 
who had found out about the Neighbourhood Forum 
through door to door leaflets and hope they attend 
the next Forum for this area 
which will be held in the 
New Year.  

North East Copeland 

This Forum took place in Egremont Rugby Union Football Club with topics 
including an update on Connecting Cumbria – Superfast Fibre Broadband 
in West Copeland, Budget Consultations from Cumbria County Council 
and Copeland Borough Council and the Parish Lengthsman Scheme which 
has been greatly appreciated and valued by all the parishes.  In addition 
volunteering activities supported through the Programme have included 
beach cleans and a marine litter survey at Nethertown, Community Planting, 
improvements to the De Lucy Centre garden and engaging with local schools 
in a Planting Design Competition at Egremont Castle.  Up-skilling activities 
have included joinery, making your own garden planter, dry stone walling, 
pruning the communal orchard and learning how to make tasty recipes using 
apples from the garden.

West Copeland   

The Forum was held in Distington Community School, and a wide range of topics was covered including 
the United Utilities’ West Cumbria Water Supply Project, Copeland’s Elected Mayor, the new Whitehaven 
Town/Parish Council and budget consultations from both Cumbria County Council and Copeland Borough 
Council. The Let’s Play Pre-School and Distington Community School PTA provided pictoral community 
grant feedback.
 

Howgate and Distington  

Out and  About in Copeland

Mid Copeland  
Seascale Bowling Club/Pavilion was the venue for this Forum, there was a session with Richard Rhodes, the 
Police and Crime Commissioner and Jerry Graham, Chief Constable for Cumbria Constabulary on the financial 
constraints for the police and how these have translated into their budget consultation.  There was also an update 
on the new West Cumberland Hospital Development and the facilities this will provide once the building is fully 
commissioned.  This was followed by the budget consultation proposals from both Cumbria County Council and 
Copeland Borough Council. Community updates included good news on the R727 Viking Way, which has now 
been granted planning permission and gone out to tender.  Following the withdrawal of the bus subsidy for the No. 
6 bus service, Reays is now running this service between Seascale and Egremont connecting with services on to 
Whitehaven and Workington; for those now without a bus service, south of Seascale, details of the Rural Wheels 
Scheme was advertised.  

Held in Haverigg the topics for the evening were around the Council 
Tax Police Precept, Police Integrity in Cumbria, Regeneration Projects 
in South Copeland and Access to Services in South Copeland. There 
was also feedback from Millom Guide Hall and Millom & District Scale 
Modellers on how the grants they had previously received had been 
used to benefit the community. A drop in to discuss the details that 
should be on new coastal interpretation boards was held before the 
meeting and generated good, local, information.   

Since the Forum the Police and Crime Commissioner, Richard 
Rhodes and Chief Constable Jerry Graham have launched an Ethics and Integrity Panel. The Panel will provide 
an independent forum that monitors and encourages constructive challenge over the way complaints, integrity 
and ethics issues are handled by Cumbria Constabulary and overseen by the Police and Crime Commissioner. 
For more information visit the website here: www.cumbria-pcc.gov.uk/recruitment/ethics-panel.aspx 
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Please remember the Neighbourhood Forums are here to help you feel up to speed and up to date with 
what is happening in your area so if there is a topic or a speaker you’d like to see at your local Forum 
please contact your Area Engagement Officer: 
• North East Copeland, South Copeland and Whitehaven (Hillcrest & Hensingham and Mirehouse):    

Maria Hewitt t: 01946 505019 e: maria.hewitt@cumbria.gov.uk 
• Howgate and Distington, Mid Copeland, West Copeland and Whitehaven (Bransty, Kells & Sandwith):  

Suzanne Cooper t:01946 505023 e: suzanne.cooper@cumbria.gov.uk 
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Community Grants

Cumbria County Council continues to run a Community Grants scheme for projects that have local community 
benefit.   An application pack can be downloaded from the website here: 
www.cumbria.gov.uk/yourcommunitysupport/communitygrants.asp 

To save unnecessary time and effort applicants can contact the office to discuss their project and check eligibility 
before completing the application form. 

A new stream of funding will be available in 2015 for new projects that promote healthy eating and exercise. This 
fund will have an additional project plan as part of the application process. 

The final deadline for applications in this financial year is Friday 13 February 2015. 

Copeland Area Support Team, Cleator Moor Council Centre 
The Square, Cleator Moor, Cumbria, CA25 5AP
T: 01946 505020   
www.cumbria.gov.uk/yourcommunitysupport/
areasupportteams/yourcopeland

To be included on our email list for updates please email 
Nicky.Long@cumbria.gov.uk 

Contact us

Commemorative Event for Private Abraham Acton VC

A commemorative paving stone will be unveiled on 21st December to mark 
100 years since Private Abraham Acton of Whitehaven was awarded the 
Victoria Cross for valour. This is part of a scheme by the Department for 
Communities and Local Government. The event will take place on Lowther 
Street (outside St Nicholas’ Gardens) at 1.30pm; refreshments will be served 
afterwards at The Beacon where archive material and replica items will be on 
display. All are welcome.   


