	


	North West Climate Change Skills Fund
Planning Bulletin
 
January 2011 - Issue 2



	

	In This Issue 
Technical Support and Training
Strategic Policy Support
Community Engagement
Sub-Regional Innovation Fund
Low Carbon Procurement
Leadership and Member Development






You have been sent this email as we believe you have a professional interest in planning and climate change.  You can unsubscribe via the link at the foot of the email.


 

If you already receive the monthly CLASP newsletters and event invitations from Ailsa Gibson those will continue, and these occasional planning bulletins will be sent in addition.


 

If you do not already receive the monthly CLASP newsletters and would like to hear about events and support on wider climate change and energy efficiency then please subscribe via the "Join Our Mailing List" button above.

Dear All,
Welcome to the second planning bulletin from CLASP.
 
As you will be aware CLG have committed £1 million extra funding to the North West to further support planning for carbon reduction and climate change, through to the end of June 2011.  The existing Climate Change Local Area Support Programme (CLASP) has been expanded to provide a range of services for planning authorities, planning officers, members and also for communities who wish to engage in the planning process.  Visit www.clasp-nw.info for more information.

A lot has happened since our last newsletter and therefore we would like to update you on events held so far and future support to be provided.  As the programme is now under way a number of events have already taken place, including:

· TCPA Adaptation Seminar 

· POS Shared Learning Group 

· PAS Leadership Academy

and a number of key commissions have now been confirmed, including:

· Technical Support and Training 

· Community Engagement  
 


Best wishes
 
CLASP


	

	Technical Support and Training
  

Delivered by Envirolink, in association with Quantum and AECOM the technical support programme will provide practice based technical training and support to assist local planning authorities effectively implement climate change and low carbon policies, and confidently assess planning applications for low carbon and renewable energy proposals.

The technical support programme consists of 4 main elements: 

· The Events Programme will include practical training workshops, low carbon briefings and renewable energy site visits; 

· The dedicated Coaching Service will provide independent low carbon consultancy support and advice; 

· The Knowledge Exchange Forum will enable local authorities to share best practice, discuss key issues and get to know each other through networking and peer to peer reviews; 

· The Knowledge Hub will underpin the programme and include a dedicated website containing training materials and supporting resources, and a regular newsletter and electronic updates will keep everyone informed.

To make sure the events programme fully addresses local need, Envirolink will be conducting a short officer survey during January via email and telephone.  Once completed, the full events programme will be realised.  All sessions are free to attend, but prior registration will be required.

Click here for further information about the programme
 

Strategic Policy Support
 
  
TCPA Adaptation Half-Day Seminar

The Town and Country Planning Association (TCPA) held a free half day seminar 'The Climate Change Adaptation Challenge' on 14 December 2010.  More than 60 delegates attended the seminar, which included presentations from TCPA as well as a 'question time' style panel debate.  

You can view presentations and supporting information by clicking here

POS Shared Learning Group

 16 local planning authority representatives have now been confirmed to attend the Climate Change Supported Learning Group provided by POS Enterprises.  The first meeting took place on 1st December 2010 and a further three meetings are due to take place in 2011.

You can view presentations and supporting information by clicking here
 

Community Engagement
 

Through a partnership between Neighbourhoods Northwest and Energy Saving Trust the programme aims to deliver a comprehensive package of training and support to address the barriers and build skills around community engagement and renewable energy technologies. Ultimately the programme seeks to encourage more community groups to bring forward renewable energy schemes as well as increasing their level of understanding about the different types of renewable energy technologies involved, their impacts and the common misconceptions around them.

Specifically, the partnership will identify community groups who have already developed and delivered their own renewable energy schemes, working with local authority officers and community and neighbourhood professionals, as well as future areas where renewable energy schemes may come forward and their requirements.  The partnership will work with these advocates and beneficiaries to design and test new technical support tools (including renewable energy technology fact sheets, case studies and a checklist) for communities wishing to progress a renewable energy scheme.

The Neighbourhoods Northwest staff will then go on to design, pilot and deliver accredited community engagement training (for communities and community stakeholders) on how to use the technical support toolkit and planning training (for planners and other local authority staff) on how to engage with communities on developing their own renewable energy scheme.  

Click here for further information about the programme


Sub-Regional Innovation Fund
A total of £500k of funding has been issued to the five sub-regional Improvement and Efficiency Partnerships for a number of innovative proposals that meet the specific needs of each of the sub-regions, including:

· Low carbon and energy capacity building within both Greater Manchester and Merseyside; 

· Support for community renewable energy schemes in Cheshire; 

· Renewable energy capacity study and renewable energy training in Lancashire; and, 

· Renewable energy support, low carbon transport and tourism studies in Cumbria.

Click here for further information about these programmes 


Low Carbon Procurement
 
The NWIEP Procurement Programme, with support from the North West Development Agency, have been commissioned to assist local authorities in identifying opportunities for sustainable and low carbon procurement.  This project will provide resources to identify practical and targeted action on specific areas that will produce cost efficiencies and environmental savings.

At a high level the project will help local authorities to understand and undertake their role in tackling climate change with specific outcomes to increase the percentage CO2 reduction from local authority operations and increase business opportunities to local suppliers able to supply lower carbon solutions.

It will undertake this activity by identifying areas of significant spend where it may be possible to identify lower carbon solutions and working with both regional suppliers and local government procurement officers, commissioners and specifiers to agree on lower carbon specifications for future tenders and quotations.

Click here for further information about this programme
 

  



	Leadership and Member Development
Senior elected members attended a leadership event held by the Planning Advisory Service on 11 and 12 January 2011 to help deliver strategic priorities when planning for climate change and low carbon futures.  There was a mix of guest speakers, shared experiences from peer councillors, discussion, networking and stimulating activities.  

You can view presentations and supporting information by clicking here
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We hope you found this newsletter useful. If you did please forward it on to colleagues. If you did not please tell us how we can make it better.  Further editions will be sent at approximately monthly intervals informing you of various CLASP events and opportunities.  If you wish to unsubscribe you can use the link below.

 

With best wishes,

 

Krista Patrick
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