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Welcome to the first of our briefing papers in preparation for implementing the 
revised EYFS from September 2021. 

We hope you will find these useful over the coming months and we aim to – 

• Select key themes that will support the transition from one framework to another. 

• Share materials and resources you will be able to use to support and review your practice and provision 
to meet the revised framework requirements. 

• Draw on helpful information from our early adopter schools to share their learning and key points for 
implementation 

• Provide accessible tools, recorded webinar presentations/training that head teachers, managers, 
governors and staff can access to support the preparation in settings and schools 

In revising the EYFS framework it was intended that the key areas for consideration and review were data, 
workload, curriculum, development matters and the role of assessment 

 

Key Changes to Early Learning Goals 

• Making the ELGs clearer and more specific about what a child is expected to  demonstrate by the end of 
reception 

• Ensuring the alignment with the latest evidence on child development 

• A focus throughout on strengthening communication and language and building vocabulary 

• Splitting physical development in fine and gross motor skills 

• Introduction of a new goal on self regulation 

• Focusing on a greater depth of understanding of numbers 1-10 

The focus is that the ELG’s are seen as an check point at the end of reception, the curriculum and educational 
programmes provided will enable all children to access learning across a wider knowledge base which will 
provide them with the skills for future learning. 
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Click the image or link below to see the change map which may be 
useful to see difference to the goals at a glance 

Change map: Educational Programmes and Early Learning Goals 

  

 

Development Matters & Birth to 5 Matters 
The DfE produced Development Matters (September 2020) and The Early 
Years Coalition produced Birth to Five Matters (December 2020) published 
by Early Education now as a second draft. 

Both documents are non-statutory and can be found by clicking the links 
below: 

Development Matters - non-statutory curriculum guidance for the early years 
foundation stage 

Birth to 5 Matters - non-statutory guidance for the EYFS 

 

 

 

 

Welfare Requirements

Regarding the welfare requirements it is proposed there will only be a few minor tweaks to clarify specific areas
and no major policy changes with these requirements

Coming Soon - New Resources 

Over the coming months there will be a wide range of resources including 
vodcasts, FAQs, key messages and documentation available from the 
Department for Education (DfE), national Early Years colleagues and the 
Local Authority. 

 

Early Years Foundation Stage Profile 2021 
The EYFSP for summer 2021 is now non-statutory however, the DfE have 
suggested schools make best endeavors regarding the profile and where 
possible complete to pass to Y1 colleagues and share the information with 
parents. 

The DfE have confirmed the EYFSP moderation handbook will be revised 
and be published later in the year. 

Going forward the revised framework exemplification materials will not be produced in a written format, but as a 
range of video materials that will be published in the autumn term. 

The link below has been written for head teachers and senior leaders, which you made find useful and can be 
shared with governors and staff. Included are messages from Ofsted regarding data and outcomes under the 
Inspection Framework, discussion prompts for senior leaders and governors when meeting with EYFS leaders, 
points for consideration, the curriculum, CPD for the EYFS team and checkpoints of development. 

Find out more about the Revised Early Years Foundation Stage 

 

https://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2020/07/EYFS-reform-change-map-FINAL.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/944603/Development_Matters_-_non-statuatory_cirriculum_guidance_for_EYFS.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/944603/Development_Matters_-_non-statuatory_cirriculum_guidance_for_EYFS.pdf
https://www.early-education.org.uk/birth-to-five-matters
http://development-matters.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/NAHT-handout-v2.pdf
https://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2020/07/EYFS-reform-change-map-FINAL.pdf


Support over the coming months 

Nationally and within the DfE it is acknowledged there will be a period of change within the Early Years 
Foundation Stage over the coming year. As a local authority we will support you to be as prepared as possible for 
September 2021 and onwards. 

 

Introduction to the Revised EYFS with Ruth Swailes 
Ruth has many years’ experience in primary education, over 20 of them in 
senior leadership roles including primary headship. Ruth has worked as a 
School Improvement Advisor, Early Years consultant and moderator in 
several Local Authorities; supporting leaders and teachers to improve 
outcomes for pupils. Passionate about Primary education, particularly Early 
Years, Ruth has taught from Nursery to Y6. 

Ruth currently fulfils a range of different education improvement roles, including part time school improvement 
adviser to 34 LA schools, as well as working with a range of MATS, Teaching Schools Alliances, Academy and 
LA schools throughout the UK and abroad. Ruth is currently working with Oxford University Press as Lead Early 
Years Curriculum Consultant, developing the International Early Years curriculum. 

In this recorded webinar Ruth will share the changes to the new EYFS curriculum and Early Learning Goals, she 
will dispel some of the myths and share questions which teachers, leaders and governors may be asked about 
their approach to teaching the new EYFS.    

Ruth will draw on the latest training and information from the DFE and Ofsted to provide leaders with the 
information they need to shape their thinking and to be confident that they are meeting the statutory requirements 
of the EYFS. 

This recorded webinar will be available for you to download in order to share with your staff, senior leaders and 
governors through the following link. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1epbEkrZRQt-oxW7zkGCcw0COCW2WqGg5/view?usp=sharing 

 
If you require any more information or have any enquiries please contact Ann Breeze or Nicky Steels – 

ann.breeze@cumbria.gov.uk and nicola.steels@cumbria.gov.uk or 

alternatively childrens.information@cumbria.gov.uk or visit us online 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1epbEkrZRQt-oxW7zkGCcw0COCW2WqGg5/view?usp=sharing
https://cumbria.gov.uk/childrensservices/childrenandfamilies/cfis/earlyyearsandchildcare/earlyyearsandchildcare.asp?cookies=disable

