MATTERS TO BE SPECIFIED IN SECTION 15 PROPOSALS TO DISCONTINUE A SCHOOL
Insert the information asked for in the expandable box below each section.

Contact details

1.  The name of the local education authority or governing body publishing the proposals, and a contact address, and the name of the schools it is proposed should be discontinued.

	Cumbria County Council, 

Contact :- Mike Tuer, School Organisation Team, 18 Portland Square, Carlisle CA1 1PE

THE ALFRED BARROW (COMMUNITY) SCHOOL (DCSF No. 4304), Duke Street, Barrow-in-Furness LA14 2LB, PARKVIEW (FOUNDATION) SCHOOL, (DCSF No. 5409) West Avenue, Barrow-in-Furness LA13 9AY and THORNCLIFFE (COMMUNITY) SCHOOL (DCSF No. 4305) - A Specialist Sports College, Thorncliffe Road, Barrow-in-Furness, LA14 5QP




Implementation

2.  The date when it is planned that the proposals will be implemented, or where the proposals are to be implemented in stages, information about each stage and the date on which each stage is planned to be implemented.

	31 August 2009 



Consultation

3.  A statement to the effect that all applicable statutory requirements to consult in relation to the proposals were complied with.

	All applicable statutory requirements to consult in relation to the proposal were complied with in that Cumbria County Council undertook appropriate consultations on possible changes to the existing schools in Barrow during the Autumn of 2007. A second set of consultations was held in the Autumn of 2008 to determine whether the potential Academy for Barrow should be situated permanently on one site or two.



4.  Evidence of the consultation before the proposals were published including—

(a) a list of persons and/or parties who were consulted;

(b) minutes of all public consultation meetings;

(c) the views of the persons consulted; and

(d) copies of all consultation documents and a statement of how these were made available.

	(a) See attached distribution list
(b) See notes of public meetings (included as appendices to Cabinet reports)
(c) See attached Cabinet reports and appendices
(d) See attached consultation document. This was distributed to those indicated on the distribution list. Most of those were posted direct to the individuals’ home address including to parents of every pupil educated in maintained schools in the town of Barrow. In addition copies were sent to and available at all school and appropriate public places such as the local libraries and on-line through the County Council website. 




Objectives

5.  The objectives of the proposal.

	The effect of the proposal will be to close The Alfred Barrow School, Parkview School and Thorncliffe School on 31 August 2009. The intention is to replace these with an Academy to be built on the sites of the existing Parkview and Thorncliffe Schools. 



Standards and Diversity

6.  A statement and supporting evidence indicating how the proposals will impact on the standards, diversity and quality of education in the area.

	The Authority has brought forward this proposal as they consider that the creation of an Academy will be in the best educational interest of current and future pupils. The Authority holds this belief for a range of reasons which include:

· The facilities at the three existing schools proposed for closure are somewhat out-dated.  The opportunity to create brand new buildings and provide ultra-modern ICT on both of the sites of the proposed Academy will mean improved learning environments for all pupils.  

· This proposal and the wider plans for the rationalisation of secondary education provision in Barrow will mean that schools in the future will be larger than at present.  Larger schools are generally able to have more appropriately trained staff and offer a wider curriculum choice. However, the school will be organised in such a way that every pupil is included and to engender a feeling of belonging
· There are currently five secondary schools in Barrow.  The planned rationalisation of provision of which the intention of this proposal is part, will reduce the number of schools to three. Parents will, if this proposal is implemented, be able to express a preference for their children to be educated from age 11 to 16 in either a community school, or a voluntary aided Catholic school or the proposed Academy. Fewer schools will mean less fragmentation of support services and allow easier organisation of the 14-19 diplomas and other shared curriculum subjects and activities.
· One of the Academy sponsors, the University of Cumbria, is the largest provider of teacher training in the country.  This expertise will provide/allow easier access to external support to help the development of the Academy.  The other two sponsors, Furness College and Barrow Sixth Form College are key partners in FEC (the Furness Education Consortium). Sponsorship of the Academy by those two organisations will enhance the cooperation between all the education providers in the area necessary to help to raise standards for all pupils.

· The overall standards at the existing schools are not as good as they should be and there is considerable scope for improvement. Currently The Alfred Barrow School is subject to special measures and Thorncliffe School was subject to special measures during 2007. Exam results at both of those schools have been consistently poor in recent years and those at Parkview are only just in line with the county average.    The Academy’s curriculum would:

· ensure continuity and progression for all students

· deliver an entitlement to a common core of learning with opportunities to specialise 

· create awareness of the world around them

· use maths and computing, business and enterprise, and sports and performing arts to raise standards of achievement and aspiration.

The Academy aims to achieve the best possible standards and help children achieve their potential. 




Provision for 16 -19 year olds

7.  Where the school proposed to be discontinued provides sixth form education, how the proposals will impact on—
(a) the educational or training achievements;

(b) participation in education or training; and

(c) the range of educational or training opportunities,

for 16-19 year olds in the area.

	Not Applicable


Need for places

8.  A statement and supporting evidence about the need for places in the area including whether there is sufficient capacity to accommodate displaced pupils.

	The proposals will reduce the large number of unfilled places currently in the secondary schools in Barrow-in-Furness. There will be sufficient places to accommodate all the pupils in the Barrow-in-Furness area when all the projects are completed. A linked proposal to enlarge (from September 2011) and increase the published admission number of Walney School from 144 to 180 effective from September 2010 will be published on 13 February 2009. Plans are also in hand to provide additional accommodation to increase the size of St Bernard’s Catholic High School.  



9.  Where the school has a religious character, a statement about the impact of the proposed closure on the balance of denominational provision in the area and the impact on parental choice.

	Not applicable.



Current School Information

10.  Information as to the numbers, age range, sex and special educational needs of pupils (distinguishing between boarding and day pupils) for whom provision is made at the school.

	Alfred Barrow, Parkview and Thorncliffe Schools each cater for both boys and girls aged 11-16. In January 2009 there were 284 pupils on roll at Alfred Barrow, 986 at Parkview and 651 at Thorncliffe.
Special educational needs information is covered under question 20.


Displaced Pupils

11.  Details of the schools or further education colleges which pupils at the school for whom provision is to be discontinued will be offered places, including—

(a) any interim arrangements;

(b) where the school included provision that is recognised by the local education authority as reserved for children with special educational needs, the alternative provision to be made for pupils in the school’s reserved provision; and

(c) in the case of special schools, alternative provision made by local education authorities other than the authority which maintains the school.

	It is intended that the Academy will open on 1 September 2009 initially in the same buildings as currently occupied by the existing Parkview and Thorncliffe Schools. The Academy, when the new premises are completed will be situated on both of the existing sites. 



12.  Details of any other measures proposed to be taken to increase the number of school or further education college places available in consequence of the proposed discontinuance.

	It is intended to increase the number of places available at Walney School from 720 to 900 and at St Bernard’s Catholic High School from 860 to 1000 (see Note 8). 


Impact on the Community

13.  A statement and supporting evidence about the impact on the community and any measures proposed to mitigate any adverse impact.

	The intention is that some of the buildings and facilities at the Alfred Barrow site be available for Community use once the school has closed. 



14.  Details of extended services the school offered and what it is proposed for these services once the school has discontinued.

	The intention is to continue and enhance the further education courses currently provided at the existing schools. The Academy would work with the community to make sure local people get the full benefit, and would provide the community with access to better facilities for everyone.




Travel 

15.  Details of length and journeys to alternative provision.

	Alfred Barrow is situated approximately 1.2 miles from the Parkview site and 1.7 miles from the Thorncliffe site. Around 70% of the pupils living in the catchment area of Alfred Barrow currently attend schools elsewhere in Barrow. This leaves initially up to 220 pupils who may have to travel slightly further to the Parkview or Thorncliffe sites than they otherwise would have to Alfred Barrow.  



16.  The proposed arrangements for travel of displaced pupils to other schools including how they will help to work against increased car use.

	It is anticipated that once the work on all the building projects are completed that the number of pupils traveling from Walney Island to other schools in the Barrow area will be reduced. This will counter to an extent, any additional pupils age 11-16 who travel to Walney School for their education. As most pupils live within two miles i.e. walking distance of a secondary school in Barrow-in-Furness there is no need for any increase in the number of car journeys. The projected reduction in the number of pupils overall will also have the effect of reducing the number of car journeys required. 

The Authority intends to encourage the current public transport providers to alter the existing pattern of provision to enable those pupils who wish to travel to school by bus the opportunity to do so. In addition, the Authority will continue to encourage the cycling or walking as methods of traveling to school.  


Related Proposals.

17.  A statement as to whether in the opinion of the local education authority or governing body, the proposals are related to any other proposals which may have been, are, or are about to be published.

	The final decision on the establishment of the Academy will be made by the Secretary of State at the end of the feasibility stage. Any decision on the outcome of these proposals will be subject to that approval. 
A linked proposal to enlarge Walney School (from September 2011) and increase the published admission number of from 144 to 180 effective from September 2010 will be published on 13 February 2009.



Rural Primary Schools

18.  Where proposals relate to a rural primary school designated as such by an order made for the purposes of section 15 of the EIA 2006, a statement that the  local education authority or the governing body (as the case may be) considered—

(a) the likely effect of discontinuance of the school on the local community;

(b) the availability, and likely cost to the local education authority, of transport to other schools;

(c) any increase in the use of motor vehicles which is likely to result from the discontinuance of the school, and the likely effects of any such increase; and

(d) any alternatives to the discontinuance of the school,

as required by section 15(4) of the EIA 2006.

	Not applicable.



Maintained nursery schools

19.  Where proposals relate to the discontinuance of a maintained nursery school, a statement setting out—

(a) the consideration that has been given to developing the school into a children’s centre and the grounds for not doing so;

(b) the body’s assessment of the quality and quantity of the alternative provision compared to the school proposed to be discontinued and the proposed arrangements to ensure the expertise and specialism continues to be available; and
(c) the accessibility and convenience of replacement provision for local parents.
	Not applicable.



Special educational provision

20.  Where existing provision for pupils with special educational needs is being discontinued, a statement as to how the local education authority or the governing body believes the proposal is likely to lead to improvements in the standard, quality and/or range of the educational provision for these children.

	There is no formal strategic SEN provision at any of the three schools which it is proposed to discontinue.  Like all mainstream schools, though, they do cater for pupils with SEN.

The County Council’s track record in making and supporting inclusive provision for young people with SEN is very good.  The Authority does, however, believe that this proposal will lead to pupils with SEN being better provided for in the future; assuming that it is implemented.

The Authority holds this belief for a range of reasons which include:

· The facilities at the three existing schools proposed for closure are somewhat out-dated.  The current accommodation limits access by pupils with some types of SEN.  The opportunity to create brand new buildings and provide ultra-modern ICT on both of the sites of the proposed Academy will mean improved learning environments for all pupils, including those with SEN.  The planned investment at Walney School and St Bernard’s School will have similar if less wide-ranging impacts.  

· There is currently a very high proportion of pupils with SEN attending Alfred Barrow School compared with most other secondary schools.  Any negative effects of this disproportionate concentration of such pupils with SEN will be avoided as a result of this proposal.
· This proposal and the wider plans for the rationalisation of secondary education provision in Barrow will mean that schools in the future will be larger than at present.  Larger schools are generally able to have more appropriately trained staff who specialise in meeting SEN. However,the school will be organised in such a way that every pupil is included and to engender a feeling of belonging
· There are currently five secondary schools in Barrow.  The planned rationalisation of provision of which the intention of this proposal is part, will reduce the number of schools to three.  Fewer schools will mean less fragmentation of support services related to meeting SEN.

· The Authority will be considering in the future whether to re-locate George Hastwell Special School to one of the potential Academy sites.  Were co-location to occur, this would better enable the transfer of support and expertise for that school to enhance the Academy’s SENs provision.

· Furness College is one of the sponsors of the potential new Academy.  The College has developed significant expertise and provision for its students with SEN.  The College’s inclusion ethos was described by Ofsted as ‘outstanding’.  Ofsted also said that the progress of students with SEN was ‘very good’ and the support offered to students with certain types of SEN was ‘very effective’.  This suggests that the link between the College and the potential Academy will be a positive one for pupils with SEN.  

· One of the Academy sponsors, the University of Cumbria, is the largest provider of teacher training in the country.  This expertise will provide external support for the development of SEN provision with the Academy.  The other two sponsors, Furness College and Barrow Sixth Form College, have new buildings planned which are fully Disability Discrimination Act compliant.  Both colleges currently provide ICT for George Hastwell Special School.  The sponsors will be able to extend this provision to the Academy.  


