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“An Academy for Barrow on our terms is a fantastic result right now” 

The review took place for a 
number of reasons: 

• the falling numbers of pupils 

• concerns about educational 

standards and performance 

• the town’s out of date school 

facilities. 

The County Council’s Cabinet 
considered these issues   
alongside the outcome of the 
consultation process at its 
meeting on 5 February 2008.   

The Cabinet agreed to: 

• support the establishment of 

an Academy to replace Alfred 
Barrow, Parkview              
and Thorncliffe Schools 

• the enlargement of St     

Bernard’s Catholic High and 
Walney Schools. 

 

The Cabinet believes that this 
way forward for secondary 
education in Barrow will: 

• raise the aspirations of 

young people  

• lead to the improvement of 

educational standards and 
performance 

• mean first class  school 

buildings and facilities 

• enable more cost-effective 

use of the on-going      
resources available for     
education 

• contribute to the wider  

regeneration plans for the 
town. 
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Implementing the Cabinet’s Decision—Progress so Far 

Quotes by  

Furness Education Consortium (FEC) : February 2008 

During October, November 
and December 2007, the 
County Council carried out 
a comprehensive  
consultation exercise on 
the future of secondary 
education in Barrow.   

Transforming Secondary Education in Barrow  

Investing in our Young People  
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“So, an excelle
nt result for se

condary       

education in B
arrow: a brand
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ational leaders

hip, coupled 

with business 
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ernard’s 

Schools at the
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It will take a number of years to fully implement the Cabinet’s decision.  Work to achieve this did, 
though, begin soon after 5 February. 

The first stage in the development of an Academy is the preparation of a formal ‘Expression of Interest’ (EoI). 

During the last couple of months or so the County Council and the sponsors of the Academy (see page 3 for 
what the sponsors say) have put together an EoI for a Barrow Academy.  This shows the need for an Academy 
and includes a lot of details, eg. the age range of students, the number of students it will have and where it will 
be located.  The completed EoI was sent to the Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) towards 
the end of April 2008.  Government Education Ministers announced the approval of the EoI for an Academy for 
Barrow on 8 May 2008.  This means that planning for the Academy can now move on to the next phase. 

Things have also started to happen on the enlargement of St Bernard’s and Walney Schools.  Initial              
discussions have taken place with the schools to begin the planning process. 
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Visit the Academies Website  
http://www.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/academies/ 

Location 

The Parkview site 
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Completion of new building 

The new accommodation is likely to  

be completed in 2012 

Pupils of existing schools 

A place will be available in the Academy when 

it opens in 2009 for all the pupils of Alfred   

Barrow, Parkview and Thorncliffe Schools who 

want one 

Adm
issio

ns t
o Ye

ar 7
 

From
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Year 
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Number of places
 

When the Academy is fully established in its 

new building it will have 1200 places 

Date of opening
 

The Academy will open using the existing 

buildings on 1 September 2009 

Specialisms 

The Academy will specialise in mathematics 

and sport but like all schools will offer a broad 

and balanced curriculum 

The Barrow Academy - Some Key Information  

• Academies are a new type of school taking pupils of all abilities.  They are established and managed by a 
sponsor or group of sponsors, usually from the education, business, faith or voluntary sectors.   

• The Government and the County Council believe that Academies provide the opportunity to transform the 
education of young people in the areas where they are established.  Part of the thinking is that sponsors will 
bring in fresh ideas based on their experience which will help to raise aspirations and improve educational 
standards and performance.  Sponsors also contribute to an endowment fund which is used to enhance    
educational opportunities for pupils and the wider community.   

• Academies are state funded.  They get their annual budgets from the DCSF who also pays the full costs of 
providing the buildings.  A feature of these schools is that they have high quality facilities which support    
modern day teaching and learning. Where Academies are set up, it is with the backing of their local authority 
who has a seat on the Academy’s governing body.  Usually Academies have a relatively small number of          
governors.  Academies are not maintained by the local authority, but they collaborate closely with it, and with 
other schools in the area.  Academies are funded at a level comparable to other local schools in their area.  

• All Academies are bound by the School Admissions Code, Special Educational Needs Code of Practice and 
exclusions guidance as are all other state-funded schools.  All new Academies are also required to follow the 
National Curriculum programmes of study in English, maths, science and ICT.  All Academies – like the large 
majority of other secondary schools – have specialist school status, and have a specialism in one or more 
subjects. 

What are Academies? 
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Lead-Sponsors 

Furness College 

Barrow Sixth Form College 

University of Cumbria 

Potential Business/Financial Sponsors 

BAE Systems 

Brian Scowcroft & Andrew Tinkler 

(sponsors of  

two Academies in Carlisle)  

 

 

‘The Feasibility Stage’ Now that the EoI has been approved by Ministers, the development of the Academy moves 
 straight away to the feasibility stage.  This normally takes 9-12 months to complete.  During 
 feasibility a project team is established which draws up an educational vision, produces 
 a curriculum, works on outline building design, develops a range of school policies and       
 formally consults with the local community. 
 

Project Management The first step in the feasibility stage is the appointment of a Project Management Company  
Company to work with the sponsors and the Council to plan for and establish the Academy.  
 

Appointment of the  Appointing the Academy’s Principal as soon as possible is crucial.  This is likely to occur  
Principal in July 2008. 
 

‘Transitional’  Measures to make the transition from the existing schools to an Academy as smooth as  
Arrangements possible will be introduced.  These will include, for example, unifying the curriculum and 
 bringing pupils together for shared working and social events.  The new building to house the 
 Academy will not be completed for 3 or 4 years.  When the Academy opens in September 
 2009, pupils will be based in accommodation on the Thorncliffe and Parkview sites.  Some 
 14-16 year old pupils may attend classes on the Alfred Barrow site.  The details of the       
 transitional arrangements will be worked up early in the feasibility stage. 

 

The Existing Schools The Academy will replace Alfred Barrow, Thorncliffe and Parkview Schools.  Statutory 
 proposals to close those schools will be published during September or October 2008. 
 

Catchment Area and Decisions will be taken in the next 3 or 4 months before parents of current Year 5 pupils  
Admissions Policy indicate their preferences for secondary schools.  

“The University of Cumbria is delighted to be involved in the      
Academy in Barrow-in-Furness. The University places great          
emphasis on its engagement with all schools and recognises the   
importance of the education system as a whole in giving young    
people the best possible start in life.” 

Dr Neil Simco, Dean of the Faculty of Education at the University of Cumbria 
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“Barrow Sixth Form College is privileged to be a co-lead sponsor 

of the new school in Barrow.  We look forward to working with the 

governors, staff, parents and students of the school in a variety of 

areas, especially those curriculum areas, such as mathematics, 

where the College has particular expertise.”   Dave Kelly, Principal, Barrow Sixth Form College 

The Academy:  What Happens Next and When? 

The lead sponsors, who are responsible for establishing and 
running the Academy, have this to say about their involvement. 

What the Sponsors Say 




