
Speech, Language and Communication Needs (SLCN) in the secondary school 
 
 
h) Speech Clarity and Dysfluency  
 
 
Characteristics/what child/young person needs to do 
 
Speak clearly in a variety of situations and for a range of purposes  
 
 
Possible skills affected/ difficulties noted 
 
Speech clarity in connected speech 
Find it difficult to say polysyllabic words accurately 
Therefore simplifies words-looks for an alternative word or say “I don’t know” 
Dysfluency - May hesitate, pause, repeat/make false starts or stammer- repeating words, 
sounds – this may also be accompanied by facial grimacing, involuntary actions 
reluctance to take a message, contribute to classroom discussion or general conversation 
Often spelling skills are affected 
 
 
Strategies to support speech clarity and dysfluency 
 Whole school / General 
Children/young people with specific speech difficulties should be referred to speech and 
language therapy services, but by secondary stage these students are usually known to local 
services unless the student has just moved into the area. 
Use positive communication models, do not single out students and deal with bullying issues in 
order to protect the individual’s self-esteem. 
Develop use of home – school link book/planners 
The children/young people should be consulted about their views 
Promote positive communication by reacting to what the student says rather than how it is said 
- do not correct speech or constantly ask the student to repeat 
Repeat what the child/young person says but provide a correct speech model after affirming the 
content of what has been said 
Build self-esteem 
Teacher 
See above  
Support staff  
Support teacher for above and perhaps also consider 
Discuss the problem 
Try to motivate the child/young person to want to change/practice 
Follow advice given by speech and language therapist for specific activities/speech production   
Support for specific activities is likely to involve: a multi-sensory approach, explaining how the 
sound is made and providing clear examples of the target sound, watching how the sound is 
formed/articulated 
The therapist will have checked if the child/young person can “hear” the difference between 
words using a target sound and how the student usually represents the sound 



Once a target sound can be produced in isolation then the child/young person may be able to 
include the sounds in words and later in phrases. Again one must be guided by a speech and 
language therapist. 
Student 
Be prepared to discuss problems / express views with others 
Self-monitor speech 
Discuss helpful strategies  and agree how / when certain strategies will be used and /or when 
practice might take place 
Linked resources 
Inclusion Development Programmed: SLCN , Department for Education, 2011 
Hayden S. & Jordan E. (2012) Language for Learning in the Secondary School: a practical guide 
for supporting students with speech, language and communication needs, David Fulton 
I CAN Classroom strategies for secondary pupils www.ican.org.uk 
www.stammeringineduction.net or www.stammering.org 
The Lidcombe Programme- see British Stammering Association above 
BT Learning and Skills Programme - Effective Communication- a range of free resources 
available. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


