What will happen when a Gypsy / Roma/Traveller child comes your school
· The Parent may explain that they are Gypsy/ Traveller Roma however if not you may wish to ask them if they are. It’s important to know as they may wish to travel in the future and school will need to accurately reflect this in the attendance codes.
· The child may have attended a previous school and details of that should be gathered. 

· The child may already be Dual registered and the previous school should be contacted.

· Parents may explain they the intend to travel and this information would be useful for school to know to be able to plan curriculum

· Ask the parents for any “red” books or Green card which some authorities use as a travelling record of school attendance’s
· .The school will receive a half termly request for attendance from the Virtual School. 
What School will need to do:
· Assess the child learning needs and contact any previous schools, The Childs file [CTF]maybe posted on the S2S
· Consider possible targets for the action plan 
· Look at resources and ensure that there is a broad range which reflects the Traveller culture
Good Practice to consider:
· The impact of a transient family life style may have on the pupils learning
· Identify any gaps in the pupil’s learning
· Identify any literacy needs that parent may have in order to ensure information is passed effectively
· Establish travelling patterns to enable delivery of  the curriculum and planning assessments 
· GRT families often need additional support during transitional period’s i.e. Nursery to primary and primary to secondary.
· Definitions of GRT, information about absence coding. Elective Home education transition to secondary schools can be found on the  Cumbria county council website 
· Other information is available on the DFE website.
Contacts for The Virtual School Team

For any other enquiries please use the contact details below:
	Virtual School Head
	Telephone
	Mobile
	Area Covered

	Beverley Redfern
	01228 221195
	
	County-wide

	Equality learning officer for Gypsy Traveller and Roma
	
	
	 

	Lesley Asbridge
	01228 221186
	07966 649187
	County wide

	
	
	
	


