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Concepts and knowledge in RE

• Good RE has never been knowledge free

• Concepts: the big ideas in religions, beliefs 
and RS that make sense of life and religion

• Connections: to creativity, imagination, 
community, practice, ways of living…

• …and to the pupil

• Six examples from Islam, Hindu life and 
Christianity





What matters most? 
Creatures or clothes?
Kindness or smartness?



“Believe in God…and out of love for Him, for 
your relations, for orphans, for the needy, for 
the traveller, for those who ask… keep on 
praying, give regularly to charity, keep the 
promises you have made: be patient in time of 
suffering and difficulty. Such are the people of 
the truth, the God fearing.” 

Al-Qur’an 2.177 





What sort of person 
was the Prophet?

“Muhammad cares 
about wildlife and 
never kills them.”



What kind of leader 
was the Prophet?

“A strong, kind, lovely 
leader.’



What sort of leader  
was the Prophet?

“Muhammad is kind, 
thoughtful leader.”



What do you think 
makes a person a  
good leader?

“Kind, caring, 
generous, nice, let 
people talk.”



Can pupils suggest any connections between 
these verses and the story?

“Believe in God…and out of love for Him, for your 
relations, for orphans, for the needy, for the 
traveller, for those who ask… keep on praying, give 
regularly to charity, keep the promises you have 
made: be patient in time of suffering and 
difficulty. Such are the people of the truth, the 
God fearing.” 

Al-Qur’an 2.177 
“If you believe 

in God you 
should be 

caring.”

“Don’t just care 
for your own 

family. Care for 
everyone who 
needs help.”

“He wants 
people to pray 
and to give to 

charity.”



Concepts 1 + 2

• If you want the Muslim concept of Prophethood to 
make sense in the infants, use story, connect to 
leadership, encourage reflection and the children’s 
own ideas;

• General concepts, like ‘worship’, find particular 
expression in particular religious practice: take the 
Hindu example of Ganesha worship;

• To make this simple – and real – and contemporary 
– use a range of ‘here and now’ images to build 
awareness, knowledge and understanding;

• Then generalise to the ‘big concept’ of worship.













Four pictures 
from ‘Eternal 
Ganesha’ Gita
Mehta, Thames 
Hudson 2006







Some words of prayer to Lord Ganesh, 
popular with Hindu devotees

(translated into simple English here)

“Pure and peaceful doer of all good. Take away my 
fear and anger. 

Let me see You everywhere and at all times. 

Show me the truth. 

Remove all barriers in my mind to understanding, 
true trust and love. 

Guide me to a harmonious life.”

“O keeper of the gate to life, open that gate for me.

Let me feel Your intricate mind moving all things 
toward the divine

Open the gate for me to a life of continuous 
worship. 

Let me enter a new world where my ego is not my 
God. 

Open the gate; let me through to Your blissful 
world of trust, love and harmony.”

We do not ask for anything, but simply offer our 
feelings of love and recognition to Lord Ganesha

The more we worship and come to understand Him, 

the more we realize the greatness of His work in our 
life and see His presence all around us. 

Thank You, Ganesha, for the wonderful fulfillment
You have brought into my life. 

I show gratitude by giving generously at the temple 
where You received and answered my prayers. 

Your energy is the blossoming origin of love. 

Praise to You who are the source of all sweetness. 

I take refuge in grateful surrender at Your holy feet. 

Which prayer do you think might be said by a person who is scared, who 
is full of worship, leaving school or getting married? Why? Can you 
suggest other occasions in Hindu life when the prayers might ‘fit’?





Creative sand art: an act of worship?





Concept: Worship. Example: Ganesh

• What did you learn about Ganesha?
• How do Hindus worship Ganesha? Make a list
• Prayer is a part of worship: what do Hindus pray for, to 

Ganesha?
• Are people who make murtis (images) of the gods and 

goddesses worshipping as they do so? Meaning what? 
• Which murtis did you like best – Sand? Bananas? Neon 

light tubes? Jewellery? Why?
• Why do you think Ganesha-worship is growing fast at the 

moment?
For the teacher: how would you connect this learning to 
worship in Christianity or Islam?





Cycle of life: 10.20

BBC My Life My Religion
BAFTA winning programs for primary RE
44 clips, 2 ½ hours or programming



Some concepts are used in specific 
ways within a religion

• Incarnation: a key Christian idea

• Distinctive to Christianity

• (though it has a meaning in Hindu tradition 
too)

• (but is rejected by Islam)





30

Carol is 7. In her piece 
of work, she is 
speculating about the 
arrival of Jesus in her 
own community – a 
kind of incarnation. 
Thurmaston is a suburb 
of Leicester
The work reflects her 
knowledge of stories of 
Jesus as a person who is 
a worshipper, who 
believes in God as 
‘father’, who has 
fishermen as disciples, 
and who helps those in 
trouble. This is a lot of 
learning! 



This picture shows Jesus the Good 
Shepherd. In Saint John’s gospel, 
Jesus describes himself like this. In 
Saint Luke’s gospel he tells the story 
of the lost sheep. Just as the 
shepherd is delighted to find his lost 
sheep, so Jesus said: “There is more 
joy in heaven over one sinful person 
who turns to God than over 99 who 
don’t need to repent (to turn back to 
God).’

Salvation is for bad people! 
Archbishop Justin Welby says: “The 
church is not a place where 
good people go. It's a place where 
bad people go to meet God.”

Ask the class: in what ways is the 
story of Jesus the Good Shepherd 
connected to incarnation?



This picture was made by an 
8 year old boy, who chose 
the title ‘Crucified, he 
thought of you.’  

‘I drew all the people Jesus 
is thinking about in his 
crown of thorns because I 
think he cared about 
everyone.’

Ask the class if these points 
connect to incarnation: 
One of the thieves crucified 
with Jesus said to him 
‘Remember me, when you 
come into your kingdom’. 
Jesus replied: ‘Today, you 
will be with me in Paradise.’

Christians believe that 
Jesus’s death was not just a 
sad tragedy, but something 
bigger.  Why?



Concepts: 
Ritual, pilgrimage, holy water

Aysha Khanom went from 
Manchester to Makkah to complete 
the Muslim Hajj, the pilgrimage that 

makes the fifth pillar of Islam.

You will see some of her pictures 
from Makkah. Work out what can be 
learned from the pictures about the 

Hajj, pilgrimage, ritual and holy water



Classroom ideas for learning from the Hajj
Idea 1: Planning to travel – big spiritual journeys
• Ask pupils to imagine they can visit one place on earth, wherever 

they choose, to help them to be a better human being. Where 
would they go, and why? Suggest that the North Pole, the 
Rainforest or a tiny Island in the ocean might work better to make 
them a better person that Alton Towers or Disneyland. If this trip 
was granted to them, then how would they plan? Ask them to 
make a 5 point plan for their spiritual journey including who 
would go, how they would travel, what they would take, what 
they would do when they got there and what they would think 
about. 

• Then teach pupils some detailed knowledge of the Hajjand ask 
pupils in pairs to make a 5 point plan for a Muslim who wants to 
go to Makkah using the same prompts as they used for their own 
journey. 

• Ask pairs of pupils to compare the Hajj (which attracts millions of 
people every year) with their journey (which is just imaginary). 
Can they list and explain similarities and differences?



When Muslims got to Makkah on pilgrimage, they love to see the Kaaba, a 
building like a cube in the centre of the Haram Mosque. To ‘greet the Kaaba’, 
pilgrims walk around it 7 times. There are massive walkways so that all the 
millions of pilgrims can do this ‘circumambulation’ at the right time.



Massive crowds, all the same. Everyone on Hajj wears two pieces of white 
cloth, so that all Muslims come in the same dress to Allah. You cannot tell if a 
person is a prince or a poor man when everyone wears the same. Looking at all 
these pilgrims, you can see that the second picture shows a group of women 
pilgrims wearing hi-vis hijabs. Why might these be helpful? 



The Hajj is very physically 
demanding. Over 4 or 5 days, the 
heat and the crowds, the walking and 
standing are a big demand. This man 
offers headscarves, and to sit in the 
sun he needs his head-brella.

What would you need to take with 
you to perform the Hajj, do you 
think?

More important than anything you 
carry is your attitude. Muslims go on 
hajj to submit to Allah and to 
experience the togetherness of the 
whole worldwide Muslim 
community, the Ummah. 

The next slide shows you some ideas 
about what it all means. Choose your 
favorite.



Four quotes about Hajj from Muslims: choose a 
favourite and say why.

“I went on Hajj 

when I was 12. It 

was very big, with 

people there from 

all over the world, 

many different 

countries, races and 

colours. I was 

amazed. Nobody 

did bad things like 

hit each other or 

steal.”

“I feel very happy 

when I hear about 

Makkah: this city is 

important to us 

because it is the 

oldest place of 

worship, and our 

Holy Prophet was 

born here. I have 

been to the sacred 

city, and it made me 

cry when I first saw 

how beautiful the 

ka'bah was in 

reality.”

“In Hajj, people go 

and circulate the 

Holy ka'bah and 

they do not pull a 

single hair out, or 

kill any fly or insect. 

You feel happy that 

you are pleasing 

Allah.

I have heard people 

say that on Hajj 

they feel at ease, 

because they know 

Allah is there with 

them.”

“My Dad has been 

to Makkah. He says 

it’s important 

because all Muslims 

around the world 

come together, not 

interested in their 

colour, language or 

wealth, but united 

as brothers and 

sisters in their 

religion.”



There is lots of new building in Makkah every year. The tall white minarets of 
the Mosque have been dwarfed by the new hotels in the background. The 
numbers of pilgrims go up almost every year. 100 000 in 1950, but over 3 
million people in 2016!



The ancient Kaaba is a ‘house of God’ which Muslims believe dates back to the 
time of Prophet Ibrahim, nearly 4000 years ago. At the time of Prophet 
Muhammad [PBUH] it contained many idols, but the Prophet removed them all: 
in Islam, Allah is beyond all pictures and statues, so Muslims have no images of 
God. The Kaaba is still empty today.



A useful animated version of this story made for 
Muslim education is available here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_bWCinAaBCc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_bWCinAaBCc


One story to remember is 
about Hagar and her little boy 
Ismail. They were dying of 
thirst in the desert when an 
angel provided a spring of fresh 
water, now known as the Well 
of ZamZam. 
If millions of pilgrims are to 
drink ZamZam water in 
memory of the Angel who 
saved Hagar and Ismail, then 
that needs a careful collection 
of the water into these vast 
tanks. Notice the marbled 
floor: does it honour the 
pilgrims that the government 
makes these new 
arrangements? If so, in what 
ways? And all those cups…



Memory

Story

Thoughts of God

Hopes



Why does Hajj matter to Muslims? 
Here are 5 possible answers.  The Hajj is 
important because…
A. It shows Muslim where the Prophet 

lived and where the Qur’an was 
revealed

B. It unites Muslims from all over the 
world as one Ummah or community

C. It helps Muslim people to live a good 
life (e.g. through rejecting temptation 
via the ritual of ‘Stoning the Devil)

D. It is a massive spiritual experience for 
Muslims

E. It is a way of completing the 5 Pillars 
with a once in a lifetime act of 
worship.

Rank your ideas about why Hajj matters: 
which ones are the most important and 
which matter less? Why? 
Write a paragraph of your own to explain 
all the main reasons why Hajj matters to 
Muslims.



Can pupils label a picture from the Hajj with details, captions and spiritual end 
emotional words including ‘submission’ ‘spirituality’ ‘unity’ ‘prayer’ ‘the oneness of 
God’?

Further quality resources on the Hajj are included in the BBC’s BAFTA winning 
programme ‘My Life My Religion Islam’, available online at BBC Learning.
Click here:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02mwk0y

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02mwk0y


Ritual, pilgrimage, Hajj, Zamzam water

• The general concepts of RS and religion are 
understood via specific examples from, first 
one religion...

• …then more than one example from different 
religions…

• …then as general ‘RS’ ideas.

Concept of Prayer: examples of pupils ideas and 
from teaching the Christian Lord’s Prayer



Imogen and Bethany, both 5 said: “God listens to all languages”
“Our Art in Heaven work shows our hands praying.  The patterns are 
different languages because God listens to all languages.”



Isobel age 6  His favourite place
“I painted the jetty.  We throw flowers in the water there because my 
granddad died.  It was his favourite place.  We think about him - daddy, 
granny, Stella, Hope and me.  We pray for him, and say ‘I miss you…’ ”
.



Adriana Jahja, 7.
Trees
“I wrote a prayer about the trees on our 
school playground. They give us shade and 
are where lots of insects and birds live. In my 
picture I was praying that the trees stay safe 
and aren’t harmed by people picking the 
leaves or pulling the branches off. I chose a 
bottle to carry my prayers up to God because 
it had a lid and my prayers wouldn’t come 
out. God can take off the lid when he is ready 
to hear my prayer. When the doves have 
delivered my prayers the bottles can be used 
again. Mrs Cowdery says we should recycle 
to help save resources so I think this is a 
good idea. I chose green for the colour of my 
prayer because it is the colour of the trees 
that I am praying about.”



Jessica, 10
The first prayer
“I have drawn a picture of when you say your first prayer to God for 
forgiveness.  I have drawn when your tangled life goes up to God and he 
catches it and renews you and you get a new, better life.  What I like 
best about my work is that it really explains the first prayer.  When I was 
making this, my main thoughts were how happy God must be when 
people decide to join Him.  My inspiration for this work came from 
when I became a Christian.”



“On our canvas there is a 
3D face with hands 
positioned in prayer. 
Coming out of the mouth, 
words that the person may 
say in prayer, asking for 
help, asking why, asking 
for hope, for faith, for a 
better world.”
What do you think?

Joe is 11



Abigail Bennett, 10, 
rewrites the Lord’s 
Prayer in her own 
language, showing 
how much she does 
understand.



This PowerPoint sequence is provided for teachers attending the SACRE 
conference 2017

Grateful thanks to Aysha Khanom for her wonderful photos from Umrah / 
Hajj 2015, and Amanda Moxon for her work on Prophethood with Year 1.
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