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Like all children, children learning English as an Additional Language may find it difficult to settle when they join an Early Years Foundation Stage setting.

	Behaviour
	Reason
	What to do 

	Clinging/crying 
	Like all new children the child may be frightened of being left in a new environment. It can be doubly frightening if you don’t understand the language as well as missing your Mum/parent/carer and being in a strange place.
	Invite parents to stay for part or all of the session initially. Suggest a shorter session to begin with and build up the time over a number of sessions. Use a key worker system so the child and parent get to know and learn the name of the same member of staff who will be able to meet the child every day and support them during the initial settling in period. 

	Child is overly physical 
	Children who cannot communicate in words may become physical in their interaction with other children.
	It is really important to intervene calmly and model appropriate words for the child to learn such as "I want to play with the …", "please can I join in?", "can I do that?" 
This interaction can be modelled in circle time.

	Child understands but does not speak
	Children learn to understand a new language much faster than they can speak it.
	Acknowledge the fact and make sure you always use verbal instructions or comments alongside gestures, facial expression, and picture cues. Provide non-verbal ways for children to make choices e.g. pointing or showing picture to choose fruit at snack time, choosing a rhyme to sing at group time. Give verbal choice of two so child can say a single word in response. 

	Child is silent and spends a lot of time watching others at a distance
	The child may not be confident taking part in group activities initially. 
	Allow the child to watch and observe the other children until they are confident to join in. Use self talk and parallel talk.  

	Some EAL children will go through a phase of shouting in order to make themselves understood
	Frustration when people do not understand. Unfamiliarity with expectations and norms of noise levels in the setting.
	Acknowledge and praise their efforts to communicate and encourage more appropriate voice level by modelling little voices. Key worker small group time is a good time to reinforce “little voices”

	Behaviour issues
	Initial unfamiliarity with behaviour expectations and lack of experience interacting with children
	Use the setting’s usual behaviour policy. It is important that Children learning EAL are given the same clear boundaries as other children in the setting. They will quickly learn the word no by the tone of your voice especially when accompanied by gesture and other visual support such as a symbol. If a child continues not to conform enlist parents to reinforce using the home language.
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