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Without a good range of verbs, children will have difficulty expressing themselves clearly and will also find it hard to extend their sentences beyond two or three words. Here are some tips to help EAL children in your setting to develop their use and understanding of verbs:
· Point out what people are doing in books, photographs, on the TV or in real life.   

· Comment on what is happening using simple language e.g. ‘Look, he’s jumping’. 

· Ask children to point out specific verbs in books or pictures e.g. ‘who’s eating?’ 

· During play, use self talk and parallel talk to describe what is happening e.g. ‘teddy’s running’. “I’m going to use the green paint now. I’m painting the grass.”
· Use action rhymes and games and PE to introduce and reinforce e.g. “Simon says jump.” 
· Develop lotto games or take pictures using a digital camera to make an action story book.
· Play barrier games using action pictures.
If a child is unsure about a verb:
· Find lots of different pictures showing that action. 

· Look at lots of pictures illustrating that verb and talk about what is happening e.g. ‘mummy’s eating’, ‘daddy’s eating’, ‘the dog’s eating’. 
· Mime and act out the action - encourage the child to copy you to help him/her understand the meaning of the verb.
As children begin to understand the meaning of the verb, encourage them to use the verb using the correct English word order in a Subject – Verb - Object (SVO) sentence by modelling e.g. “the boy is kicking a football”. “The girl is eating an apple. 

Action pictures, e.g. LDA, are good for practising with after you have done the real actions.

Gradually introduce new verbs as children become confident using the ones you are practising.  
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