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This leaflet provides further descriptors of the QCA extended language levels leading up to National Curriculum Level 1 and is designed to help teachers assess speaking and listening in the early stages of children learning EAL in Key stages 1 and 2
A child at STEP 1 

• Speaks no English

• May have a few isolated words learnt prior to arrival

•May be silent. (The silent period may continue even though listening comprehension is developing)

• May attempt to communicate using gesture or home language

• Uses single words to express basic needs e.g. (toilet)
• Is beginning to identify and remember words and combining these into simple phrases to convey meaning (sometimes with accompanying gestures) e.g. ‘Me finished’, ‘No milk’

• May repeat words and phrases taken from songs/rhymes/stories and set phrases used by other children and staff (e.g. sit on the mat, key worker time, there you go.)
• Understands no spoken English and relies on gestures/pictures or help from peers/staff to follow instructions and general classroom routines.
• Observes what others are doing and copies them

• Echoes words or phrases said to them without understanding 
• Able to understand very simple instructions based on classroom routines, relying heavily on visual or contextual clues

• Beginning to understand some peer talk but still relying heavily on gestures and visual support.
A child at STEP 2

· Attempting simple phrases with some control over word order
· Able to retell a simple story using a modeled structure and visual cues
· Can join in simple peer group talk
·  Has little control over use of tenses (uses mainly the present tense)

· Asks simple questions
·  Can understand basic classroom and social language.
·  Can understand simple questions
· Can listen with understanding to stories and simple teacher talk but still relying on non-verbal support

A child at LEVEL 1 THRESHOLD
· Begins to feel confident when speaking to peers and known adults
· Is more interested in communicating than in correctness
· Paraphrases/substitutes when English vocabulary is not known
· Uses simple sentences to initiate and respond to speech, but overly relies on ‘and’ to join (errors will still be apparent)
·  Shows evidence of understanding more English than can use
· Can follow general teacher talk/stories but misunderstandings will still occur.
· Can listen with understanding for increasingly longer periods
· Becoming less reliant on repetition
A child at LEVEL 1 SECURE

·  Can sequence events/stories using small range of connectives, e.g. then, when, after
·  Increasing control of English tense system but not always accurate, e.g. I goed to  I buyed it
· Use of pronouns/prepositions more generally accurate. Confusions will still occur.
· Extended speech has greater cohesion because of a better grasp of English grammar
·  Can understand most teacher instructions and basic language involved in lessons but more complex instructions/explanations will continue to cause difficulty and will need visual support.
· Able to respond with increasing appropriateness to what others say
· Can listen with increasing understanding to whole class interactions
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