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Children’s Services Finance

5 Portland Square  Carlisle  Cumbria  CA1 1PU
Tel 01228 607231  Fax 01228 606896
Email anton.hodge@cumbriacc.gov.uk

Date  19 March 2007

To all Headteachers and School Finance Officers

Dear Colleague 

URGENT

School Budget Allocations 

Following my letter of 14th March, I would like to express my thanks to those who responded to our requests concerning confirmation of pupil numbers

I am now able to enclose the following files:

· Draft Formula Budgets 2008-09

· Table 5 2008-09

· Appendix 1: Additional Information

· Formula Narration

· Appendix 2: Free School Meals data and Rateable Values

· Appendix 3: Pupil Numbers

· Appendix 4: Formula Factors and narration

· Appendix 5: School Meals Sliding Scale

· MFG Calculator 2008-09

These are draft and subject to changes over the next week, depending on feedback, corrections, etc from schools. As acknowledged in last week’s letter, with the Easter break being so early this year, we are conscious that you will have a limited amount of time to check the budgets. However as we have to publish final budgets by 31st March, I would be grateful if you could send us any comments/queries/corrections, etc by noon on 27th March.  Please send these to both e-mail addresses below:
anton.hodge@cumbriacc.gov.uk
ashleigh.burdess@cumbriacc.gov.uk
We are still missing two important pieces of information – final LSC figures (due in next few days) and the final Dedicated Schools Grant allocation (not due until June). However, we do feel it is important to send these draft figures to you now.  We have made an estimate of our final DSG allocation, but this is subject to change.  

A number of schools have signalled that there needs to be some changes in the data submitted on census day, but we have not yet fed these into the formula budgets. For this reason at least, you should not view these as the anything more than draft provisional figures.  If we discover any major issues we will of course notify you immediately.

Schools Due for Closure in August 2008

The draft figures at this stage treat all schools as being open for the full financial year, as this helps to make comparisons with prior years easier. However, those schools which will close will receive approximately 5/12ths of the annual allocation. We will contact all such schools individually in due course. The only component which does not show the full annual allocation is where closing schools receive LSC VI Form funding – that particular figure is – subject to confirmation – intended to cover only the period up to July. We are currently in contact with the LSC regarding the funding for August. This of course affects the annual comparison for such schools.

Copies of these documents are being placed on our website at:

http://www.cumbria.gov.uk/childrensservices/finance/latestnews.asp
With best wishes

Anton Hodge

Senior Finance Manager – Children’s Services
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