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1 School details 
 

DCSF school reference number 909/3037 

Type of school Voluntary Controlled CE Primary 

Number on roll (including no. of SEN pupils 

with a brief description of subsequent impact on 
travel) 

45.  2 pupils have statements of SEN, 3 pupils have ESL needs and there are 
several other pupils on school action and school action plus 

Number of staff 
(It is highly recommended that a supplementary 

Travel Plan for staff and other school users is 
developed) 

1 head teacher, 3 f/t teachers, 1 p/t teacher, 1 partnership manager.  1 p/t 
school admin, 1 cook, 1 cleaner, 1 teaching assistant/midday supervisor. 1 p/t 
playgroup leader, 1 Special needs assistant – provided through statement. 

Age range of pupils 4-11 

School contact details 

Head teacher Mrs C Render 

Address 
Wreay 
Carlisle 
Cumbria 

Postcode CA4 0RL 

Telephone number 016974 73275 

Fax 016974 73275 

Email address office@wreay.cumbria.sch.uk 

Website  

Working group contact 

Name Chris Thompson 

Address As above 

Telephone number As above 

Email address As above 

School situation and use 

Description of school  Wreay is a very rural village, it is situated on the river Petteril about 5 miles 
south of Carlisle and can be accessed from north of the city by travelling 
south down the M6 motorway and exiting at Junction 42.  Roads leading into 
the village are narrow, winding and hilly with no pavements – see 
photographs in Appendix 3.  There are ‘school’ signs but no speed limits 
through the village. 
 
The school is situated opposite the church yard, the Losh Mausoleum and 
replica Bewcastle Cross on the road in and out of the village. 
 
The village is extremely old and the local church St Mary’s is of great 
architectural importance, which therefore means the village is a tourist 
attraction.  Tourist interest or events such as funerals and weddings at the 
church means that there are often cars parked on both sides of the road by 
the church.  This can be a hazard to children when going out for a walk or 



 4

going to the village hall for PE or other activities.  The pavement on the 
school side of the road ends at the school.  This means that pupils leaving 
school immediately have to cross the road in order to access the pavement 
– walking between parked cars in order to do so.   
 
There is no staff car park attached to the school.  The road outside is also 
used by farm traffic and for moving livestock. 
 
Weekly during the autumn term all KS2 go by bus to a school in Carlisle for 
swimming lessons and approximately once per term the school children 
travel by bus to an organised school outing. 
 
Please see the map of our catchment area in Appendix 7.  
 
Most pupils come by private car or by taxi.  Many parents use the M6 
motorway in order to access the village, as do the majority of staff and 
students. 
 
There is no shop although there is a local pub and a postbox.  From the 
village there is a walk to a local nature reserve which at times can also add 
to traffic congestion.  Many pupils have never travelled on a train. 
 
School owns a field attached to the side of the school which can be used in 
fine dry weather and is accessed from a gate in the school playground.  This 
field can only be used in dry weather as it has very poor drainage and a 
stream running through it.   
 

 
Use (e.g. playground, car park, entrances, 

school crossing patrol) 
School core times are 9.00 – 3.20 infants and 9.00 – 3.30 juniors. 
After school clubs 3.30 – 4.30 daily 
 
The school has one main entrance which is locked and alarmed.  Visitors 
knock to gain access and sign in in the small porch attached to this entrance.   
 
Other entrance/exists are:- 
 
1 reception class door through a conservatory.  This is used by Reception 
pupils and their parents and is also the access to the infant playground.  It is 
locked when school is in session. 
 
An entrance to the school hall is accessed through the playground. A door 
into the KS2 classroom which is accessed through the juniors’ playground.  
These doors have recently been alarmed and during the day are locked with a 
hook which can be disabled in the event of a fire. 
 
There are 3 main classrooms, a small hall, a staffroom, office and kitchen.  
Outside, at the rear of the school are two small rooms also used for ICT, and 
as a library. 
 
At present, 2 cars can be parked in front of the school beside the main door 
but as the school roll increases this area is hoped to be used to extend the 
school building;  all other parking has to be on the road outside school.  As 
the school is a centre for training student teachers there are often several 
cars outside school before the beginning of the pupil’s day.  This means that 
parents dropping their children off and collecting them have to park wherever 
they can at 9am and at 3.30pm.  The area outside school is quite exposed and 
there is no shelter from inclement weather.  Parents wait on both sides of the 
road for their children and all staff go outside with pupils at the end of the 
school day to ensure pupil safety.  Recently there was an accident outside 
school when one person slipped while walking along the grass verge on the 
school side of the road.  Weather conditions had been very wet and the verge 
was muddy and damaged. 



 5

 
Transport Links   

At present no transport provision is required for pupils with SEN as they 
travel to school with their parents. 
 

The nearest Train Station is in Dalston which is approximately 5 miles 
away. A Community Bus Service runs once a week on a Saturday giving you 
a couple of hours in Carlisle before returning.  
 
We have no safe cycling or walking routes as the ones that do exist do not 
link up to the school 
 
 

 
 
Location map/site plan 
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Aims 
This Travel Plan specifically aims at reducing car journeys to and from school, and reducing/preventing casualties on 
these journeys. 
 
To improve road and personal safety awareness. 
 
To reduce congestion, danger and potential road casualties around school through safety measures and pupil and 
parent education. 
 
To promote cycling as a fun way to fitness and health. 

 
Objectives (linked to Action Plan – Section 7) 
 

1 Increased awareness of road safety and personal safety through educational initiatives - Action 7.1. 
2 Link the STP to the healthy schools initiative – Action 7.5. 
3 Provision of Safety measures – barrier, parking restrictions and a parents’ shelter outside school – Action 7.2 

& 7.3. 
4 Provision of cycle training – Action 7.1. 
5 Provision of pedestrian training – Action 7.1. 
6 Actively promote ‘Park and Stride’ from Village Hall – Action 7.4 
7 Promote BWTS in school newsletter – Action 7.4 
8 Review, revisit and update the travel plan annually – Action 7.5. 

 
2 Working party – to develop and implement the plan 
 

Name Position Responsibility within working party 

Mrs C Render 
Mrs C Thompson 
Mrs N Turnbull 
School council 
Mr B Heslop 
Mr K Crawley 

Head Teacher 
Teacher 
Better Ways to School Adviser 
Members 
Chair of Governors 
Highway Engineer 

School link 
SchoolTravel Plan link 
Advisor 
Pupil link 
Governor link 
Highway measures advisor 

How were people consulted?  

 
Pupils and staff carried out an on-line Survey Parents views have been collected by the schools council members and 
these formed an item for the governors’ meeting.  The Governing Body, the parish council and the Twelve Men of 
Wreay were consulted.  Parents have been consulted through the initial questionnaires and are part of everyday 
consultations as part of the school open door policy.  The PTA is very active and supportive – See Appendices 1 and 2. 
 
Mrs Turnbull, the Head teacher and the Highway Engineer met on Thursday 9th January 2009 – See Appendix 3. 
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3 Survey and route plotting carried out 
 
Baseline Data Survey 
 

How do you travel to school? 

Year 
Date of 
survey 

(dd/mm) 

No. 
of 

pupils 

Bus Car/Van Car Share Cycling Rail Walk Taxi 

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No % No % 

2008 18/09 33 - - 22 67 7 21 - - - - 1 3 3 -9 

How would you like to travel to school? 

Year 
Date of 
Survey 

(dd/mm) 

No. 
of 

pupils 

Bus Car/Van Car Share Cycling Rail Walk Other 

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % 

 2008  18/09   21 4 19 2 9.5 3 
14.
3 

6 
28.
6 

0 0 3 
14.
3 

4.8 1 

 

Survey Notes 

Summary of Pupils/Staff surveys carried out in September 2008 
 
25 (76 %) travel by car 
7  (21 %) travel by car sharing 
1  (3%) travel by walking 
 
Most children traveled by car as they lived too far away to walk. 
 
When the children were asked how they would like to travel to school 19% said they would like to travel by bus, 14.3 
% said they would like to travel by car share, 9.5 % said they would like to travel by car, 28.6 % said they would like to 
cycle, 9.5% they would like to travel by taxi, 14.3% said they would like to walk and 4.8% would like other form. 
 
8 staff completed the on-line surveys in September 2008. 7 staff travel to school by car and 1 by motorcycle they said 
that it was unrealistic to travel by other means. Staff travel between 5 and 50 miles to school. There are no bus 
services to tie in with school start and finish times and there are no rail links to the Wreay village. 2 Staff said they do 
car share 1 day a week. 
 
 
Route Plotting Data 
 

Route Plotting 

Year Date of route plotting Year Groups No. of pupils 

2008 September  5 & 6 14 

Route Plotting Notes (e.g. comments made by pupils / any results found) 

 
This was initially carried out in the Summer term 2008 by a Postgraduate Student on her final placement.  Mrs Turnbull 
was very helpful in aiding the school to complete the survey in September 2008. 
 
Route plotting found that 10 children travel by car,  
   1 comes from Longtown.  
   2  from Carleton Grange -  approx 4 miles away,  
   5 from Carlisle - 3 from the south, 1 from the north, 1 from the west.   
   1 child from approx 1 mile S of the village, , and  
   1 from Monk Castle Bungalows sw of the village (approx 2.25 miles).   
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3 travel by taxi,  
  1 from Brisco and  
  2 from Cotehill.  
1 walks from just south of the village 
 
 

Notes 

 
General comments made by the children were that traffic was too fast when passing school and the roads around 
school are twisty and narrow with poor visibility for cyclists.  It is unsafe at Brisco crossroads, there is a lot of traffic 
and cars travel too fast.  The children do not feel safe walking or cycling on the road from Brisco crossroads to the 
school - the road is too narrow and twisty and there are no footways.  
 
At home time there are too many cars along the road outside school.  Pupils also felt that a school car park was 
needed for parents and staff.   
 
The child who walks does so with her mum and younger brother but only on sunny and dry days, at other times she 
travels by car.  She lives approx half to three quarters of a mile away from school.  The road she travels along is hilly, 
narrow and twisting.  Cars travel too fast at times and the hill is far too steep to cycle up. 
 
 

4 Summary of transport and road safety problems 
 
Cars travel very fast 
HGVs, milk tankers and farm vehicles frequently use road past the school 
Lack of footways and the road just wide enough for 2 cars to pass without pedestrians 
Part of the journey is uphill so difficult for children with mobility problems 
Bad crossroads (Brisco-Wreay across main Dalston to M6 road) with blind summit to one side 
Severe dip in the road  and an overbridge with narrowing on both approaches, north of Low Hurst 
Twisty narrow winding and hill roads with no pavements 
Children run straight across the road when leaving school 
Parents parking directly outside school hinders vision 
 
See photographs in Appendix 3. 
 
After consultation with parents, pupils, the governing body and school council the following issues were raised:- 
 
No pupils are able to cycle to school at present, 2 parents felt that if there was a safe place at school for bicycles they 
would cycle with their children to school and back 
 
Within the surveys themselves children’s safety was a major concern for all parents who responded.  Only one parent 
was in favour or any form or walking bus.  Parents do car share where possible (Appendix 2) 
 
Pupils travelling by taxi also add to congestion and taxi times can vary.   
 
A suggestion was made that parents could park at the village hall and walk to school from there, but it was pointed out 
that there is only a pavement on the road opposite school and there is no shelter at all in bad weather. The pavement 
itself if very narrow. 
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‘What we already do’ 
 
 
School has signed up to BECTA and is to provide an internet safety week for pupils, staff and parents. 
 

Following the route plotting ctivity pupils and staff became interested in mapping and produced a large 3D map of the 

area.  This is proudly displayed in the KS2 classroom. 

 
School has a policy for all late pickups at the end of the school day – pupils return to school and stay with a member of 
staff until collected. 
 

 
 

 
 

5 Working party recommendations for action 
 
 
Raise awareness of school presence – road markings – Action 7.3 
Provide barrier to prevent children running into the road – Action 7.3 
Continued road safety awareness training for all staff and pupils – pedestrian training game marked out in playground 
for role play – Action 7.1 and 7.2. 
Continued cycle training as preparation for children using bicycles in older years – Action 7.1. 
Provide parent shelter outside school to encourage parents to park further away and reduce congestion outside 
school– Action 7.2 and 7.4 
Use of high visibility vests when pupils go outside school – Action 7.1 
Education and promotional activities as part of curriculum to encourage children to walk and cycle to school 
Safely – Action 7.1 
Revisit, monitor, review and update travel plan annually (7.5) 
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6 Targets – specific % targets for modal shift by yearly review 
date 
 
Year 2008 

Mode of Travel Baseline Data i.e. original survey % Target percentage for following year 

Bus 0 n/a 

Car/Van/taxi 76% Decrease to 58% 

Car share 21% Increase to 30% 

Cycle 0% n/a 

Taxi 9% Sustain at 9% 

Walk 3% Sustain at 9% 

 

Notes 

 
Because the distance travelled by families who attend the school is too far to walk or cycle it is unrealistic to attempt 
to increase numbers for walking or cycling.  Every effort will be made to encourage parents to park away from and 
then walk to school thus reducing congestion and increasing safety in the immediate vicinity of the school.  We will 
actively encourage parents to car share where possible/practicable. 



 11

7 Action plans 

7.1 Education and training planned 

Measure Year Group Number 
  

Action by  
Completed? 

(month/year) 
Notes/success criteria and risks, including links to 
objectives/targets and issues previously identified 

Playground Cycle Skills 
Training 

3/4  11   
Bikewise 

July 2008 Highlight safety aspects of cycling eg helmets, safety checks, 
motivation to cycle.  Basic cycle Skills improve. See 
objective 4 
 

Pedestrian Training 3/4  11   
Moragh Slee RSO 

July 2008 Children are safer crossing the road and are able to select 
crossing points. See objective 5 

Cycle Proficiency Yr 6  4 Moragh Slee RSO July 2008 Equip children with road safety skills for cycling. See 
objective 4 

BWTS links in 
curriculum – 
geography / local study 

Whole 
school 

45 Mrs Thompson Ongoing Highlight local issues and incorporate BWTS in 
environmental and health issues. See objective 1 
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7.2 School based engineering targets  

Measure Cost Action by 
Completed? 

(month/year) 
Notes/success criteria and risks, including links to objectives/targets 

and issues previously identified 

Provide high visibility 
tabards 

£0 BWTS  Ensure pupils are seen when out of school.  See objective 1. 

Playground markings £500 Mrs Thompson  Provision of pedestrian training game marked on the playground will 
enable role play for the children.  See objective 1. 

Parent Shelter  £2,000 Head teacher  Providing a waiting shelter for parents to use when dropping off and 
collecting children will encourage them to park and stride therefore 
reducing congestion round the school. See objective 3. 

 

7.3 Long term Road engineering targets 

Measure 

Cost will be 
included if 

approved by 
Capita 

Engineer 

Time scale 
Action by e.g. 

traffic engineer 

Date approved 
by CCC 
engineer 

Completed? 
(month/year) 

Notes/success criteria and risks, including links to 
objectives/targets and issues previously identified 

 
Erect Safety Barrier 
outside the school 

 
£1,500 
 

  
Sept 2010 
 

  
K. Crawley 

   
This will prevent children running straight across the road 
and also encourage them to use safer crossing point. See 
objective 3 

 
Provide zig zag lines 
along the school 
frontage 

 
£500 

  
Sept 2010 

  
K. Crawley 

   
This will stop people parking directly outside the school 
and also make visibility much clearer for traffic driving past 
the school. See objective 3 
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7.4 Promotional/Publicity Targets 

Measure Time scale Action by  Notes  

Promote BWTS in newsletter termly from Jan 2009 Mrs 
Thompson 

Remind parents of schools commitment to the plan and Regularly update parents with 
changes/promotions etc regarding safe travel to school.  See objective 7. 

Promote village hall for ‘park and 
stride’  in newsletter 

from Jan 2009 Mrs 
Thompson 

This should encourage families to park and stride from the village hall and stop them parking 
directly outside school. See objective 6. 

 
 

7.5 Additional Targets/Actions taken by the school 

Measure Time scale Action by   Notes 

Review, revisit and update the travel 
plan annually in July 

Annually Head teacher and 
steering group 

(Objective 1)  To take account of changing pupil travel and educational needs when 
there are new developments in the area. See objective 8 

Link school travel plan to healthy 
schools initiative 

June 2009 Head teacher See objective 2.   
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8 Review of targets 
 
This Travel Plan will be a working document and will be reviewed and updated annually by the working group.  Any 
review shall be planned to commence before the action plan has run its course to guard against inactivity.  The next 
review will be in July/September 2009. 
 
The school will complete the survey annually to assess any modal shift which may have occurred. 
Integration of the STP into the school development/improvement plan is the most effective way to ensure the plan is 
sustained. 
 
Survey Results 
 

How do you travel to and from school? 

 
Date of 
survey 

Total 
no. of 
pupils 

Bus Car/Van Car Share Cycling Taxi Walk 

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % 

Baseline:2008 19/09/08 33   22 66 7 21   3 9 1 3 

Yearly Target %    58  30    9  3 

Baseline:2009               

Yearly Target %             

Baseline:2010               

Yearly Target %             

 

Comments 

 
Every effort will be made to encourage parents to park at the Village Hall and then walk to school thus reducing 
congestion and increasing safety in the immediate vicinity of the school.  It is difficult to know how to incorporate these 
figures in the survey results form. 
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9 Monitoring training 
All activities/training/improvements will be recorded and monitored and notes will be added to the Travel Plan each time something is done. 
 

Year 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Activity 
Year 

Group 
Number 

Year 
Group 

Number 
Year 

Group 
Number 

Year 
Group 

Number 
Year 

Group 
Number 

Cycling Proficiency       6       4         

Playground Cycle Skills Training     3/4     11         

Pedestrian Training     3/4     11         
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10 Comments and notes 
 
The school has also taken part in the Tesco healthy schools initiative and Fun Run and will be featured in the nationally 
produced Tesco magazine. 
 
Sports coaching is also well attended at school and pupils also studied Tai Chi in 2008. 
 
School has gain the Active Mark and is currently working towards Healthy School status which will be awarded in June 
2009. 
 
Following the Ofsted Inspection of July 2008 the school was judged to be a good school with outstanding features. 
 
“It is an exceptionally happy place to learn and an integral part of the school community.  Parents overwhelmingly 
appreciate the outstanding care, guidance and support provided for their children.  As one parent said, ‘I travel a round 
trip of 48 miles to school.  It’s worth it to see my child so happy’.” 
 
Documents included in the plan are:- 
 
Appendix 1 – Surveys 
On line survey results – staff & children 
Copy of parent/community questionnaire and summary of key points 
 
Appendix 2 – Consultation 
Minutes of meetings  
Correspondence 
School website information 
 
Appendix 3 – Investigation 
Photographs of the school and surrounding area 
Site visit by Kevin Crawley and Nancy Turnbull January 2009 
 
Appendix 4 – Transport Links 
Bus timetable. 
 
Appendix 5 – Quotes 
Parent shelter 
Playground markings 
  
Appendix 6 – School work 
Children’s work   
 
 Appendix  7 Maps 
 
Location 
Catchment Area 
Accident sites 
 
Appendix 8 – Route Plotting 
Route plotting maps 
Route plotting notes 
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11 Signed agreement 
 
Wreay School 
Agrees to this School Travel Plan, to undertake its objectives, and to review the Travel Plan on an 
annual basis.  Any review shall be planned to commence before the action plan has run its course to 
guard against inactivity.  This review will also consider pupil travel needs arising from new 
developments in education and transport provision, and the STP will be revised as necessary to take 
these in to account. 
 

Signatures 

Head - teacher  Name:   Mrs Render 

Signed: 

Date: 

Chair of Governors Name:   Mr Heslop 

Signed: 

Date: 

Area Engineer 
Cumbria County Council 

Name: 

Signed: 

Date: 

BWTS Coordinator Name:   Mrs Turnbull 

Signed: 

Date: 

 
 

TTTThank hank hank hank     youyouyouyou  for completing this School Travel Plan 

 
Mrs C Thompson is the nominated person who will be responsible for the annual review of the School 
Travel Plan.  The governors will ratify the school travel plan in March 2009.  It will be reviewed annually. 
_____________________________________________________ 


