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1 School details
Name of school St Columba’s Catholic

DfES school reference no. 9090602

Type of school Primary

Number on roll 203

Number of staff
(it is highly recommended that a supplementary Travel
Plan for staff and other school users is developed)

15

Age range of pupils 4 to 11 years

School contact details

Head teacher Miss P Hurley

Address Church Lane, Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria

Postcode LA14 3AD

Telephone number 01229 471522

Fax 01229 471522

Email address admin@stcolumbas.cumbria.sch.uk

Website

Working group contact

Name Miss P Hurley

Address (if different to above)

Telephone number

Email address

School situation and use

Description of school locality/ catchment area Due to the fact that St Columba’s is a Catholic Primary, the School has
a very wide and varied catchment area, covering not only Walney
Island (on which the School is situated) but Barrow Island and the
Town of Barrow itself

Facilities (e.g. playground, car park, sports hall,
community centre)

Playground

Number of entrances
vehicle/pedestrian

Vehicular x 2, Pedestrian x 2

Core school times

Other uses (e.g. extra curricular/community
access)

Scouts, Cubs, Brownies & Table Tennis
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Aims
This Travel Plan specifically aims at reducing car journeys to and from school, and reducing/preventing casualties on
these journeys.

* To increase the proportion of School journeys undertaken on foot and cycle.

* To improve road and personal safety awareness.

* To increase the numbers of pupils participating in road safety education.

* To equip pupils with the knowledge and skills needed to walk and cycle safely.

* To increase participation in ’walking buses’.

Objectives (see notes for examples)

* Set up a School Travel Plan Working Group.

* Increase travel and health awareness.

* Reduce traffic congestion areound the School.

* Increase walking facilities.

* Provide cycle training.

* Provide pedestrian skills training.

* To integrate sustainable and healthy travel issues into the curriculum:-
- safe route plotting in geography
- survey analysis in mathematics/computing
- pedestrian training skills in PHSE
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2 Working party - to develop and implement the plan

Names of people in the working party could include:
Co-ordinator (main school contact), Pupils, Staff, Governors, Parents, BWTS Capita Contact, County/Local/Parish Council-
lors, Police, Outside Agencies, Local bus operator, Members of local community.

Names, Positions and Responsibilities of working party members

Miss P Hurley, Head Teacher, School Contact
Mrs F Hanon, BWTS Advisor, Travel Plan Advice
Mr K Hanson, Road Safety Officer, Education & Training
Father O’Connor, Parish Priest, Working Party Member
PC M Kerley/PC C Kendall, Community Police Officers, Cyclling Proficiency Instructors
Mr O’Flynn, Year 2 Teacher, Dft (Walking Bus) Grant Administrator & Working Group Member

How were people consulted? (e.g. working party meetings, surveys of pupils and staff, newsletters)

Emails, telephone calls, drivers code of practice, on-line survey, route plotting, working group meetings, school
newsletters, walking bus letter/questionnaire, school council meetings

3 Survey & route plotting carried out

Please attach survey results and analysis from BWTS website and keep a record of survey/route plotting

Baseline Data Survey

How do you travel to and from school?

Year
Date of
Survey

No. of
Pupils

Bus Car/Van Car Share Cycling Rail Walk Other

no. % no. % no. % no. % no. % no. % no. %

2007 23/03/2007 162 6 4 93 57 13 8 2 1 48 30

How would you like to travel to and from school?

Year
Date of
Survey

No. of
Pupils

Bus Car/Van Car Share Cycling Rail Walk Other

no. % no. % no. % no. % no. % no. % no. %

2007 23/03/2007 102 6 6 24 24 33 32 3 3 30 29 6 6

Notes

A large percentage of pupils currently travel to school by car, although 8% car share. A very low percentage cycle to
school, although if the figures from junior school pupils ’like’ questionnaire are to believed then this figure could raise
dramatically. With the provision of a safe, dry, secure and anti vandal cycle storage at the school this 32% could
reasonably be achieved.

St Columbas has applied to the Department for Transport for a Walking Bus Grant, if this is received then it is hoped
that the level of pupils walking to school could also be raised by a significant amount.
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Route Plotting (Primary: Year 5 or Secondary: Year 7)

Year Date of route plotting Year Groups No. of Pupils

2006 26/06/2006 5 30

Route Plotting Notes (e.g. comments made by pupils / any results found)

Southampton Street is very busy which causes problems for pupils crossing to Hastings Street. Pupils think a cycle lane
is needed. A zebra crossing at the junction with Margate Street and Euryalus Street would help with safety. Cycle
storage sheds would allow more pupils to cycle to School. Pupils run straight out onto the carriageway without
looking. Cars cause pollution. School signs are needed on Southampton Street and Bristol Street. There are alot of
uneven footways. Surrounding streets are vey busy with vehicles. Dog bins are needed. Speed humps would be a good
idea outside the Church on Church Lane. There should be more double yellow lines and a 20 mph zone is needed
around the School. Not everybody wears their seatbelts. Cycle signs and parking signs are needed. A School crossing
patrol is wanted. Pupils have to cross the road from between two parked cars, due to poor parking. Each year there
should be a fund raising day, by pupils paying 50p to bike to School. Parents park on the yellow zig zag markings. Some
pupils car share with friends. There is alot of chewing gum on the footways.

Add any additional local information known to the school (e.g. where pupils travel in from, particularly if travelling in by bus)

Notes

Pupils travel to St Columbas from all parts of Walney Island, these journeys are made predominantly on foot, with a
few pupils who live at the far extremities of the Island traveling by car. There are pupils who live on Barrow Island and
in the Town of Barrow who travel to School on public transport. A small number of pupils travel to School on the
cycles, this number is hoped to be increasd by the installation of cycle storage

4 Summary of transport and road safety problems
(Current problems on routes to the school, and reasons preventing sustainable travel to school)

St Columbas Catholic Primary is situated next to a Church of the same name in an area surrounded by four residential
housing streets. These streets: Park Lane, Church Lane, Euryalus Street and Margate Street have a high number of
resident’s vehicles and there is a very popular fish and chip shop situated on Euryalus Street (which is of course open
at lunch times).

A large percentage of pupils already walk to school and a small number cycle to school. The cycling numbers could be
greatly increased with the provision of cycle storage. To increase the numbers of pupils walking, the School has applied
to the Department for Transport for Walking Bus grant monies. The grant, if obtained will give the School £1,000 per
year, for 3 years, to set up and run a walking bus every school day and the School will purchase high visibility vests and
incentives for pupils, the grant will also cover such items as administration costs and CRB checks.

Walney Island is a popular place to live and raise children, it has 3 primary schools, 1 junior school, 1 infant school 1
dedicated SEN school and 1 senior school, this means that at the start and end of the School day there is a large
amount of pupils, pedestrians and vehicle users commuting on the Island. All of the Island Schools, bar 2, are currently
in the process of completing Travel Plans and it is hoped that this cohesive timing will help to educate the whole Island
population as to the vicinity of schools and the needs of the pupils who attend.

5 Working party recommendations for action
Measures the school would like to see happen e.g. cycle storage

N.B. There are no guarantees that these recommendations will be actioned. Advice should be taken from a BWTS adviser
on completing this section.
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* The Working Group recommended that quotes for cycle storage should be obtained, with the intention towards
future puchase.
* Route Plotting be undertaken with year five pupils.
* Cyclewise to give basic cycle training to years three and four.
* Pedestrian skills training to be given via the Road Safety Officer.
* The School to apply for a grant from the Dft for setting up and running a Walking Bus.
* Letter/Questionnaire to be sent out to all parents to gain information on possible numbers and volunteers for the
Walking Bus initiative.
* A Drivers Code of Practice to be sent out to all parents.
* Parking problems be reveiwed by the Working Group and suggestions made to Cumbria County Council for possible
enhancements/changes.
* An artist to be engaged to design a railing banner, through workshops with pupils, based on a ’Dont Park Here -
Keep Our School Gates Clear’ message.
* Possible playground road markings to be looked into.

6 Targets - specific % targets for modal shift by yearly review date

Year 2007

Mode of Travel Baseline Data i.e.
original survey %

Target percentage
for following year

Bus 4% sustain at 4%

Car/Van 57% decrease to 40%

Car Share 8% increase to/sustain at 8%

Cycle 1% increase to 8%

Rail increase to/sustain at

Walk 30% increase to/sustain at 40%

Notes

The Working Group have discussed these targets in depth and feel that the following could be both achieveable and
reasonable:-

To increase cycling by 7%, from 1% to 8%, would equate to approximately an extra 11 pupils cycling to school, this
level could be achieved through the provision of a safe, dry and anti vandal cycle storage area. Year 5 and 6 pupils are
offered Cycling Proficiency training and it is felt that the current number of pupils who cycle to school is held back by
the lack of storage.

As the school has applied for the Dft grant for Walking Buses and is keen to be involved in the WOW (Walk on
Wednesday) scheme, an increase of 10% to the walking target would only equate to approximately an extra 16 pupils
and this is felt to be reasonable.
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7 Action Plan
Education and training targets (e.g. Primary: pedestrian skills training / Secondary: teenage cycle training)

Measure Year group Number Date Action by Notes & comments

Pedestrian Skills Training whole school 208 06/03/07 Mr Hanson - Road Safety Officer Pupils given road safety skills and education

Cycling Proficiency Training 5 & 6 10 05/06 PC Kendall - Community Police Officer Successful candidates will receive Nationally recognised certificates and
badges

Cyclewise 3 & 4 53 01/07 Cyclewise Basic cycle training and maintenance skills given
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7 Action Plan
School based engineering targets (e.g. cycle storage)

Measure Cost Timescale Action by Completed?
(month/year) Notes & comments

Cycle Storage £5,510 Aug 2007 Mrs Hanson - BWTS Advisor To encourage pupils to cycle to school and to provide a secure and dry storage area

Railing Banner £1,500 Jan 2008 Mrs Hanson - BWTS Advisor For an artist to work with pupils to design a bright, visual banner which will give a clear parking
message
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7 Action Plan
Long term road engineering targets

Measure Cost Timescale Action by
e.g. traffic engineer

Completed?
(month/year) Notes & comments
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7 Action Plan
Promotional / Publicity targets (e.g. newsletters)

Measure Date Action by Notes & comment

Railing Banner Jan 2008 Mrs Hanson - BWTS Advisor For an artist to work with pupils to design a bright, visual banner which will give a clear parking
message

Drivers Code of Practice Feb 2007 Miss Hurley - Head Teacher To educate parents and other drivers in parking etiquette

Walking Bus Letter/Questionnaire Feb 2007 Mrs Hanson - BWTS Advisor To gain information on possible participation number of pupils and adult volunteers

Walking Bus Letter/Questionnaire Feb 2007 Mrs Hanson - BWTS Advisor To gain information on possible participation number of pupils and adult volunteers

Additional targets / action taken by school (e.g. walking bus, walk to school week, increase car sharing)

Actions / Activities Date Action by Notes & comment

Application for DfT £1,00 Walking Bus Grant 31st Jan 2007 Mr O’Flynn - Grant Administrator Monies to be used to set up a daily walking bus, from various relevant points on
Walney Island, which will aim to reduce, by significant figures, vehicle congestion
and possible danger. The walking bus will also be used to increase pupils health
and early morning attentiveness/alertness and will help St Columba’s Healthy
School status
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8 Review of Targets

This Travel Plan will be a working document and will be reviewed and updated annually by the working group.
The school will complete the survey annually to assess any modal shift which may have occurred.

Survey Results

How do you travel to and form school?

Date of
survey

Total
No. of
Pupils

Bus Car/Van Car Share Cycling Rail Walk

no. % no. % no. % no. % no. % no. %

Baseline 23/03/2007 162 162 4 93 57 13 8 2 1 48 30

Yearly target % 6 4 65 40 13 8 13 8 65 40

Baseline

Yearly target %

Baseline

Yearly target %

9 Cycle count

Cycle Count

Date of count
before Cycle count Measure

Implemented
Date of count
after Cycle count

27/03/2007 Zero Cycle Storage to be Installed
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10 Monitoring training
All activities/training/improvements will be recorded and monitored and notes will be added to the Travel Plan each time something is done.

Year 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Activity (e.g.
cycling proficiency)

Yeargroup Number Yeargroup Number Yeargroup Number Yeargroup Number Yeargroup Number

Cycling Proficiency 5 & 6 16

Pedestrian Skills Training 2,3,4+5 120

Cyclewise 3 & 4 53
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11 Comments & notes
Please include any photographic or informal records of activities, and achievements; and include details of any publicity gained.
Add details of relevant national awards given to / working towards.

St Columbas Catholic Primary School’s Working Group has been comprised of various members of the school
community, cumbria constabulary and road safety personnel. The Working Group has met and discussed various topics
which include the following:-

* To encourage and increase the level of pupils who walk to school, St Columbas have applied to the Department for
Transport for a Walking Bus Grant, this grant, if received, will amount to £1,000 per year for 3 years, and funds will go
towards covering things such as; high visibility vests, Criminal Record Bureau Check and administration. It is also felt
that if the school is to encourage this healthy exercise then the pupils must be given the appropriate skills to enable
them to do so safely, to this end the Road Safety Officer has given Pedestrian Training to years 2, 3, 4 and 5, year 6
pupils to be given training in the near future.

* In order for the above to be set up a letter/questionnaire regarding walking buses, has been sent to all parents, to
ascertain the level of pupil participation and adult volunteers.

* The second aim of the Working Group/School is to increase the levels of pupils who cycle to school. It is hoped that
with Cycling Proficiency training being offered to year 5 and 6 pupils and Cyclewise training being given to year 3 and 4
pupils, plus the purchase and installation of a cycle shelter, that this aim will be met.

* Route Plotting was undertaken with year 5 pupils by the BWTS Advisor and the resulting main routes assessed by a
Capita Traffic Engineer.

* A Drivers Code of Practice has been designed by pupils and has been sent out to all parents in an effort to educate
them in driving and parking etiquette i.e. do not use junctions as turning circles and do not obstruct local residents’
driveways.

* The Working Group liked the idea of contracting a local artist to develop, through workshops with pupils, a railing
banner which would give a ’Dont Park Here - Keep Our School Gates Clear’ message, in an effort to halt obstructive
and dangerous parking activities.

* If funds permit, a plyground design, based on a road safety theme, will be looked into.

St Columbas has been keen to undertake and compile it’s Travel Plan and hopes to achieve all that is set out.

12 Signed agreement

b School

agrees to this School Travel Plan, to undertake its objectives, and to review the Travel Plan on an annual basis. This review
will also consider pupil travel needs arising from new developments in education and transport provision, and the STP will
be revised as necessary to take these in to account.
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Signatures

Headteacher Name:

Signed:

Date:

Chair of Governors Name:

Signed:

Date:

Director / Deputy Director of Highways Name:

Signed:

Date:

Director / Deputy Director of Education Name:

Signed:

Date:

BWTS Coordinator Name:

Signed:

Date:

Thank you for completing this School Travel Plan.

Please give details of the nominated person who will be responsible for the annual review of the School Travel Plan:


