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Front cover photo credits  (from top left to bottom right) : Man on stile at sunset : 
Tony West,  Mountain biker : Charlie Hedley,  Horse riding : Charlie Hedley,  Lady 
overlooking Wastwater : Di Jackson,  People with limited mobility enjoying view : 
Charlie Hedley,  Children on stepping stones : Charlie Hedley 
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There is no table of contents in the version downloaded from the web as it has to 
be downloaded in sections.   
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Glossary and abbreviations used 
 
 
 
Access Land – The Countryside and Rights of Way Act introduced a new right of 
access on foot to mountain, moorland, health, down and registered common land.  
These areas of land were mapped by the Countryside Agency.  The new rights 
became active in part of southern Cumbria in September 2004 and the rest of 
Cumbria in May 2005.  Maps of access land and any current restrictions can be 
viewed at http://www.countrysideaccess.gov.uk/things_to_do/open_access  
 
AONB – Area of Outstanding National Beauty.  There are three AONBs covering 
parts of Cumbria: 

· The North Pennines AONB,  
· The Solway Coast AONB and  
· Arnside and Silverdale AONB.   

 
BOAT – stands for Byway Open to All Traffic and is the highest class of Public 
Rights of Way.  Although motorists are entitled to use them, the predominant use 
of byways is normally by walkers, horse-riders and cyclists.   
 
British Standard – The British Standard (BS 5709) was produced in 2001 and 
revised in 2006.  It is the only nationally agreed standard for rights of way ‘furniture’ 
- gaps, gates and stiles.  It aims to provide good access for all legitimate users 
while providing stock proof structures where they are genuinely required.  It is 
estimated that few existing structures conform to this standard, which is not 
enforceable.   
 
BVPI – In order to measure how authorities are performing Performance Indicators 
have been developed by Government.  For Public Rights of Way this is known as 
‘Best Value Performance Indicator 178’.  The indicator is the total length of rights of 
way, which are easy to use, as a percentage of the total length of all rights of way.  
‘Easy to use’ means:  

· Signed where they leave the metalled road,  
· Waymarked to the extent necessary to allow users to follow the path, 
· Free from unlawful obstructions and other interference (including 

overhanging vegetation) to the public’s right of passage,  
· Surface and lawful barriers (for example, stiles, gates) in good repair and 

to a standard necessary to enable the public to use the way without undue 
inconvenience. 

 
Cumbria Countryside Access Strategy - This was published in November 2005.  
It provides the strategy and policy framework for this Improvement Plan.   
 
CROW Act – The Countryside and Rights of Way Act passed in 2000.  It 
introduced:  

· The duty for Highway Authorities to produce a Rights of Way Improvement 
Plan,  
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· The duty for Highway Authorities and National Park Authorities to establish 
Local Access Forums for their area,  

· A new right of access on foot to land mapped as ‘access land’ and 
· A duty for Highway Authorities to consider the needs of people with limited 

mobility when authorising the erection of stiles and gates or other works 
on rights of way.   

 
Disability Discrimination Act   
The Disability Discrimination Act (first published in 1995, updated in 2005) 
introduced a duty for public bodies to remove barriers for people with limited 
mobility and make reasonable practical adjustments to their services.  This may 
include the provision of rights of way and countryside access.  The approach to 
disability taken is that it is about much more than wheelchair users - it also 
includes any long term health condition, learning difficulties, mental illness and 
blind and visually impaired people.  Any consideration of disabled people not only 
covers a wide spectrum of types of disability, but also a wide range of degrees of 
disability.  The spirit of the guidance is that consideration should be given to the 
needs of all members of the community.     
 
Foot and Mouth Disease – The value of tourism and countryside access to the 
rural economy was starkly illustrated during the Foot and Mouth outbreak in 2001.  
Direct impacts were felt in the agriculture sector and its related industries, but as 
the countryside was completely ‘closed’, indirect impacts were additionally felt in 
the tourism sector.  Foot and Mouth disease cost an estimated £8 billion nationally, 
and reduced the Cumbrian economy by an estimated £266 million, approximately 
four per cent of the County’s GDP.  Up to 7% of jobs in the Cumbrian workforce 
were considered ‘at risk’.   
 
GIS – Geographical Information System, or manipulating maps using digital ‘layers’ 
of information on a computer.   
 
Integrated Access Demonstration Project  - From 2001 to 2004 the Lake District 
National Park Authority hosted one of six ‘Integrated Access Demonstration 
Projects’ (Open Return), established by the Countryside Agency across England.  
This project, with its nine case-studies, has informed and influenced the 
development of this improvement plan, by showing how countryside access can be 
used and improved to promote health, education, social inclusion, local economy 
and sustainable travel.   
 
In the footsteps of pack ponies – a series of day rides (two of which are in 
Cumbria - at Hartside and Alston) under development by the North Pennines Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) Partnership.  The project is funded by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund 'Unique North Pennines' Landscape Partnership.  The routes, 
which use bridleway networks, have been identified in consultation with local horse-
riders.  The project is expected to start in 2007 and to be completed by 2010 and 
whole package will be interpreted and widely promoted. 
 
Key Service Centres  – are identified in the Joint Cumbria Structure Plan and the 
Yorkshire Dales Local Plan.   
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Local Access Forum  - Local Access Forums are independent advisory bodies 
established under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act.  They champion the 
improvement of public access, while having due regard to the needs of land 
management and nature conservation.  
 
LDNPA or LDNP  – Lake District National Park (Authority).   
 
List of Streets – A list that the Highway Authority is required to maintain and keep 
up to date, recording all the highways (including footpaths, bridleways etc) which it 
is liable to maintain at public expense.  Note – the list of streets only contains 
information about maintenance responsibilities, not the status of rights applicable 
to a route.   
 
Local Transport Plan  – This is produced every 5 years.  The most recent one was 
published in 2006.  Rights of Way Improvement Plans will form a chapter of the 
next Local Transport Plan, published in 2011.   
 
Mechanically Propelled Vehicles  – any vehicle propelled by a motor, which 
excludes powered wheelchairs and electrically-assisted pedal cycles.   
 
Mosaic Project  - The Mosaic Project is a national programme, established by the 
Council for National Parks, to facilitate visits by Black and Minority Ethnic Groups 
to the National Parks.   
 
Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act  (NERC 2006).  As well as 
having an impact on access to the countryside by mechanically propelled vehicles, 
it also brings about the merger between the Countryside Agency, English Nature 
and part of the Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.   
 
Other Routes with Public Access – Other Route with Public Access, illustrated 
on Ordnance Survey maps with circular dots, illustrating those routes held on the 
List of Streets that are not otherwise shown on the map as coloured roads or public 
rights of way.   
 
People with limited mobility  – This includes wheelchair-users, visually impaired 
people or blind people, people with pushchairs, and people who simply find it 
difficult to negotiate stiles or rough ground.   
  
Quiet Lanes – A designated set of roads where traffic is managed to give priority 
to: 

· Walkers,  
· Cyclists,  
· Horse-riders,  
· Carriage-drivers and  
· People with limited mobility.   

 
Rights of Way or Public Rights of Way.  Cumbria has one of the longest networks 
of public rights of way in England and Wales – over 7441 km.  There are four 
classes of rights of way: 

· Footpath (open to walkers),  
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· Bridleway (open to walkers, horse-riders and cyclists),  
· Road Used as a Public Path1 and  
· Byway (Open to all Traffic).   

 
ROWIP – Rights of Way Improvement Plan, to enable forward-planning for the 
improvement of the local rights of way network.  This is the draft ROWIP for 
Cumbria.   
 
Statement of Action  – is the five year plan part of the Rights of Way Improvement 
Plan.   
 
Social Inclusion –  This is a process aimed at providing opportunities for all.  The 
goal is to create a society where everyone feels included.   
 
UCR – Unclassified County Routes – a highway that is not an ‘A’, ‘B’, or ‘C’ – class 
road that the Highway Authority is liable to maintain.   
 
YDNPA or YDNP – Yorkshire Dales National Park (Authority).   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                                            
1 There are no ‘Roads Used as a Public Path’ in Cumbria. 


