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SITE DESCRIPTION

Warcop Training Area (WTA) is one of the
MOD's largest army training areas in the UK.
It is a multi-firing facility which is used
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6%z days a week
predominately by
the Infantry
Training Centre at
Catterick, although
it is also used by
various other units
including the
Territorial Army. inega by SELRPH] Eolipfnen:s

The Training Area is situated between 160 and
758 metres above sea level and is split in to two
physically distinctive areas by a limestone
escarpment. To the north and north east of the
escarpment is an extensive plateau of high grass
moorland and blanket bog used as a live firing
danger area. In the west is Area Victor, which is
used for dry training by the military, i.e. training
without live ammunition; this area includes
Murton Pike which rises some 594 metres above
sea level. Below the limestone escarpment and
the peaks of Roman and Middle Fell the land
drops sharply into the old in-bye land which
makes up the ranges and impact area on WTA.

WTA is situated within the
North Pennines Area of
QOutstanding Natural
Beauty. It extends to
some 9,700 hectares.

A large majority of this
area, over two thirds,
includes upland which
forms part of the Appleby
Fells Site of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI).

The SSSI is known for its blanket bog, limestone
pavements, high altitude plant communities,

base rich flushes,
tall herd
communities,
calcareous
grassland and
alpine and
subalpine heaths.
This area also
forms part of the
North Pennine Moors Special Protection Area,
and Moorhouse and Upper Teesdale Special
Area of Conservation which are internationally
recognised designations.
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WTA also has 15 scheduled ancient monuments
ranging from Neolithic burial mounds to Medieval
villages. A wide range of Biodiversity Action
Plan (BAP) species can also be found on the
Training Area such as red squirrel, great crested
newt, black grouse, and the Geyer's whorl snail.

There are also a number of geological features
on the range which are recognised as being of
regional and national importance, these include
Scordale Mines, Mason's Holes and High Cup
Nick. WTA also forms part of the North
Pennines Geopark.

Over the past few years, considerable time, effort
and resources have been directed towards
developing the natural habitat on WTA, with
particular emphasis being given to the
management of the SSSis, habitat improvements
for BAP species and understanding the Scordale
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Mine system. The
management team
on WTA has
worked closely
with various
statutory bodies
and non-
government 2
organisations and, : a2 T
as a result, has created a military training area
with a rich and varied mixture of habitats.
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