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IMD Geographical Barriers to Services
Cumbria Briefing
Aim 
This briefing presents information about deprivation in Cumbria due to geographical barriers to accessing essential services. 
Key Points

· Cumbria is more deprived than England in terms of geographical barriers to services. 

· There is significant variation between districts in the level of deprivation. Eden is the most deprived district in England in this measure.

· 26% of lower super output areas (LSOA’s) in Cumbria fall in the 10% most deprived in England in terms of geographical access to key services.

· Rural areas of the county have the greatest level of geographical barriers to essential services.  

Background

The Indices of Multiple Deprivation 2010 (IMD) are a broad measure of deprivation in local communities. The IMD measures deprivation across seven distinct domains; income, employment, health, education, barriers to housing and services, crime and the living environment. Geographical barriers to services is a sub domain of the IMD which measures physical proximity to essential services. The geographical barriers sub domain assigns each local area a deprivation score based on the road distance to a GP, shop, primary school and post office. 
County and District Level
Cumbria has a greater level of deprivation in terms of geographical access to services than England. The IMD assigns Cumbria and districts a score in the geographical barriers to services sub domain. A higher score means that an area has a greater level of deprivation in terms of access to essential services. Cumbria has a score of 33.8 compared to 21.9 for England. Figure 1 shows England, Cumbria and districts score in the geographical barriers to services sub domain. 
Figure 1: Geographical barriers to services, England, Cumbria and Districts. 
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As shown in Figure 1 there is significant variation between districts. Eden has the highest score in the county at 57.8 and is the most deprived district in England in terms of geographical barriers to services. This reflects the predominantly rural nature of the district. In contrast Barrow has a score of 12.5 significantly below both the national and county average, reflecting the compact and urban nature of the district. Carlisle is the only other district in Cumbria with a score below the national average.  
Lower Super Output Area Level
In addition to County and District level data the IMD provide data at LSOA level. There are 322 LSOAs in Cumbria. Each contains roughly 500 households and 1,500 people, enabling you to pinpoint small areas of deprivation.  
84 LSOA’s in Cumbria (26%) fall in the most deprived 10% in England in terms of the geographical barriers to services sub domain. In contrast only 36 LSOA’s in Cumbria (11%) fall into the least deprived 10% in England. An LSOA covering Crummock Ward (Allerdale) is the 9th most deprived in England in terms of geographical barriers to services.  
Figure 2 maps Cumbria’s LSOAs by level of deprivation in terms of geographical barriers to services. The figure splits Cumbria’s LSOAs into five groups where 1 = those LSOAs that are among the 20% most deprived in England and 5 = those LSOAs that are among the 20% least deprived in England. As shown in the map those LSOAs which fall in the least 20% least deprived in England are predominantly in urban areas. 
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Further Information 

Further briefings and information about the IMD is available here:
http://www.cumbriaobservatory.org.uk/antipoverty/ID.asp
More information about this briefing, please contact:

Email: info@cumbriaobservatory.org.uk
Phone: 01228 221047
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