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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 1: Blindcrake
Overview
Blindcrake Area of Distinctive Character is situated at the north western edge of
the Lake District, to the northeast of Cockermouth and extends outside the
northern boundary of the National Park.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●

●
●
●
●

Upland Limestone Farmland (I);
High Fell Fringe (J)

Gently rolling upland pastoral farmland, of a high open nature;
Network of narrow road corridors, which are often lined with hedgerows or
stone walls;
Unique linear settlement with historic characteristics, specimen trees and some
woodland;
Outcrop of Limestone crags and pavement;
Predominantly a tranquil area.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Blindcrake
Area LDNP-1
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

Moderate

Moderate

Slight

Small

Large

Small

Not significant

Significant

Not significant

●

●
●

Small-scale settlement pattern, which is vulnerable to potential expansions at
the edges of villages and the introduction of large-scale buildings;
Sustained pressure to develop wind farms close to the National Park leading to
increased development of key skylines and views eroding valuable landscape
quality.

Protect key open views in all directions;
Conserve the predominantly strong sense of tranquillity throughout.
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 2: Bassenthwaite and Uldale
Overview
Bassenthwaite and Uldale Area of Distinctive Character is situated in the north
western corner of the Lake District National Park, to the north east of
Bassenthwaite Lake.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●
●
●
●

Key
characteristics

●
●

●

●
●
●
●

●

●
●

Upland Limestone Farmland (I);
High Fell Fringe (J);
Rugged Angular Slate High Fell (G);
Upland Valley (H).
Over Water nestled comfortably against a colourful backdrop of surrounding
grass covered fells;
Dominated to the south by the dramatic rising High Fell backdrop of the
Skiddaw massif and UldaleFells (forming part of this) to the east, and Binsey
Fell to the west, which provide strong recognisable sense of place and sense
of enclosure;
Distinctive topographical unit (rounded fell) of Binsey with a heather covered
top to the east, rising to a height of 447m, affording significant 360 degree
views;
Relatively soft, rolling, pastoral landscape, with deciduous vegetation in
woodland blocks, hedgerows and hedgerow trees;
Strongly textured landscape, due to the pattern of a diversity of field sizes,
dominated by hedgerows;
The underlying geology of slates, mudstone and limestone is reflected in the
variety of building materials used in the farmsteads, hamlets and villages;
Uldale, an attractive village grouped around the cross-roads and village
green, has a variety of buildings from rugged barns to formal 18th century
houses, using rubble, sandstone, limestone, slate and render;
Bassenthwaite has a tight, intimate character with older buildings using
boulders, cobbles, various slates and render. Modern development has
helped the sense of enclosure around the village green;
Strongly rural character with a noticeable sense of tranquillity and little traffic
or tourist influence;
Strong cultural associations with Sir Hugh Walpole’s ‘Herries Chronicle.

dance in relation to all sub types
Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical structures

●

●
●

Bassenthwaite
And Uldale
Area LDNP-2

Open views towards Skiddaw massif and the Uldale Fells, which are
vulnerable to interruption from any potential vertical or tall built
developments;
Panoramic 360° views from the top of Binsey Fell which are vulnerable to
interruption;
Sustained pressure to develop wind farms leading to increased development
of key skylines and views eroding valuable landscape quality.

Large-scale

Medium-scale

LDNP-2

Small-scale
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Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical structures

High

High

Moderate

Small

Small

Small

Intermediate

Intermediate

Not significant

●
●

Conserve uncluttered skylines and key open views towards Skiddaw massif
and the Uldale Fells and panoramic views from the top of Binsey Fell;
Conserve rural character and associated rural road network and protect
strong sense of tranquillity.
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 3: Skiddaw And Blencathra
Overview
This Area of Distinctive Character is situated towards the north of the National
Park, to the north east of Keswick.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Rugged/Angular Slate High Fell (G);
Upland Valley (H)

Distinctive profiles of the hills are landmarks within views from a large area;
The smooth texture of moorland, with a seasonally-changing kaleidoscope of
colours;
Sharp Edge on Blencathra is one of the Lake District’s most challenging and
exposed walking routes;
Popular summits with many views of walkers on ridges against the skyline;
A lack of built development makes the area feel extraordinarily remote and
tranquil;
A large-scale and open landscape, generally very simple in its form and
appearance;
Within plateau areas, rolling topography encloses views;
From higher areas around the perimeter of the massif there are panoramic
views in all directions;
The striking rounded landform of this area, rising from surrounding flatter
ground is one of the key defining features;
Walls built from thin, angular pieces of Skiddaw rock slate;
Native broadleaved woodlands on Latrigg contribute to the complexity of
pattern, texture and colours;
Predominantly a very tranquil landscape due to the relative absence of
dwellings, few sources of artificial noise and few obvious signs of human
influence. The exception being the southern fell slopes facing the constant A66
traffic noise.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Skiddaw And
Blencathra
Area LDNP-3
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

Great

Great

Moderate

Small

Small

Small

Intermediate

Intermediate

Not significant

●

●
●

Open, uninterrupted and undeveloped skylines, which are sensitive to any
potential vertical or largescale developments;
Pressure for large-scale renewable energy developments on the skyline and
surrounding area.

Retain the undeveloped, rural character of the area with its associated strong
sense of isolation and tranquillity;
Protect dramatic uncluttered open views to and from the fells, including
LDNP-4
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structures

towards the Pennines from interruption from tall vertical or large-scale
developments.

LDNP-5

Cumulative Impacts of Vertical Infrastructure

Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 4: Mungrisdale And Caldbeck
Overview
Mungrisdale and Caldbeck Area of Distinctive Character is situated towards the
northeast of the Lake District National Park, curving around the north eastern
flanks of Skiddaw massif.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●
●
●
●

Key
characteristics

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

●

●

●
●
●

Upland Limestone Farmland (I);
High Fell Fringe (J);
Rugged Angular Slate High Fell (G);
Upland Valley (H).
Patchwork of predominantly pastoral fields, within the shadow of the dramatic
bulk of Blencathra;
Dramatic views of the surrounding sweeping fells, the saddleback shape of
Blencathra, which provides a strong sense of distant enclosure;
Clear views towards the North Pennines, with Greystoke Forest a dominant
ridge feature;
Range of intricate mineral mines scattered within the landscape;
Craggy outcrops such as Naddles Crag with Eycott Hill, offering extensive
views over the surrounding landscape;
Traditional buildings make a significant contribution to the character of this
area, and there are striking contrasts between the main settlements;
Caldbeck has a distinctive air of former prosperity and confidence, reflected in
the quality of buildings. The medieval church is one of the finest in the Lake
District. Buildings of the 18th and 19th centuries use the distinctive local pale
pink, purple or buff sandstones for walling and door/window surrounds;
Hesket Newmarket was formally laid out as a neat small market centre,
around village greens, with well proportioned 18th and 19th century houses in
local sandstone and render;
Mungrisdale and Mosedale have a more rugged, agricultural character,
through the use of dark Skiddaw slates, cobbles, rubble and red sandstone
detailing;
Hedge field boundaries give way to limestone dry stone walls travelling east
through the area past Hesket;
Several narrow rural roads without boundaries provide a sense of openness
and clear views;
Predominantly a tranquil landscape due to the relative absence of large
settlements, minimal sources of artificial noise and absence of main roads.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Dramatic, open views to and from the surrounding sweeping fells and the
saddleback shape of Blencathra, which provide a strong sense of distant
enclosure and are highly vulnerable to interruption by tall vertical or largescale development;

Mungrisdale
And Caldbeck
Area LDNP-4
Sensitivity to
vertical

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

High

High

Moderate

LDNP-6
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infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Small

Small

Small

Intermediate

Intermediate

Not significant

●

●

Protect dramatic, open views to and from the surrounding sweeping fells and
the saddleback shape of Blencathra from interruption from tall vertical or
large-scale developments;
Conserve the strong sense of remoteness and tranquillity throughout the area.

LDNP-7
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 5: Derwent Valley
Overview
The Derwent Valley is situated at the northern edge of the Lake District National
Park and flows from the northern end of Bassenthwaite Lake in the east towards
the northern edges of Cockermouth in the west.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●
●

Upland Valley (H);
High Fell Fringe (J);
Upland Limestone Farmland (I)
Strong recognisable sense of place provided by the imposing rising backdrop
of the high horizons of Whinlatter and Grizedale Pike to the south (with Broom
Fell and Kirk Fell in the foreground) and the Skiddaw massif to the east;
Sinuous, meandering path of the River Derwent, within its adjacent relatively
wide floodplain, running from the northern end of Bassenthwaite towards
Cockermouth in the west;
Medium-scale patchwork of relatively regular, lush green pasture fields,
divided by a combination of low trimmed hedges and mature hedgerows often
with hedgerow trees (which are sometimes veteran) and some walls;
Mature parkland landscape with a distinctive combination of single parkland
trees within fields and mature Oak avenues lining road corridors create a
green canopy in spring and summer;
Large grand buildings (such as Isel, Higham and Armathwaite Halls), neatly
presented estate cottages and a harmonious combination of mature parkland
trees set within organised parkland contributes to an organised character, and
reflecting the neighbouring limestone geology;
Sense of enclosure provided by regular-sided patches and belts of mixed
woodland, interspersed within the pasture fields;
Predominantly a tranquil landscape in the central and eastern part of the area
(at distance from the edge of Cockermouth) due to the relative absence of
settlements minimal sources of artificial noise and absence of main roads.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Derwent
Valley
Area LDNP-5
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

High

High

Moderate

Small

Small

Small

Intermediate

Intermediate

Not significant

●

Open views to Whinlatter and Grizedale Pike to the south (with Broom Fell and
Kirk Fell in the foreground), which are sensitive to interruption by vertical or
large-scale development.

Protect open views to Whinlatter and Grizedale Pike to the south (with Broom
Fell and Kirk Fell in the foreground) from interruption from tall vertical or
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vertical
structures

large-scale developments.
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 6: Setmurthy Common And Embleton
Overview
Setmurthy Common and Embleton Area of Distinctive Character is situated at the
north eastern edge of the Lake District National Park, directly to the east of
Cockermouth (and extends outside the National Park boundary).
Sub –types
included within
this area

●
●
●
●
●

Key
characteristics

●
●
●
●
●

●

●
●

Upland Valley (H);
High Fell Fringe (J);
Upland Limestone Farmland (I);
Estuary and Marsh (D);
Rugged Angular Slate High Fell (G).
Contained, broad, dome-shaped hill, accommodating Setmurthy Common
(also known as Watch Hill), punctuated with angular plantation woodlands;
The south and east of the area is flatter and more open and is dominated by
views of Skiddaw;
Relatively large fields enclosed predominately with fences and hedges, many
of which are in poor condition;
Scattered farmsteads with a range of building styles;
Embleton is a linear village, stretching along the former main road to west
Cumbria. The distinctive grey micro-granite from the large village quarry is
used on 19th century buildings;
Framed views into and across the meandering Derwent Valley to the north
and southwards towards the dramatic High Fell backdrop of Grizedale Pike and
Whinlatter (which provides a distant sense of enclosure);
Predominantly pastoral landscape, encompassing a series of regular pastoral
fields, with a combination of hedges and stone walls at field boundaries;
Predominantly a tranquil landscape away from the edge of Cockermouth and
the A66 where thesense of tranquillity is disturbed by traffic noise along this
busy road.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Setmurthy
Common And
Embleton
Area LDNP-6
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

High

High

Moderate

Small

Large

Small

Intermediate

Significant

Not significant

●

●

Framed views northwards into the Derwent Valley, that are sensitive to
interruption by vertical orlarge-scale developments;
Open views and strong intervisibility with Skiddaw, Grizedale Pike and
Whinlatter to the south and east. These are vulnerable to interruption by
vertical or large-scale developments.

Protect framed views northwards into the Derwent Valley and maintain open
LDNP-10
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relation to
vertical
structures

views and strong intervisibility with Skiddaw, Grizedale Pike and Whinlatter to
the south and east from interruption from tall vertical or large-scale
developments.

LDNP-11
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 7: Bassenthwaite Lake
Overview
Bassenthwaite Lake is situated to the north west of Keswick and east of
Cockermouth, towards the north eastern corner of the Lake District National
Park.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●
●

●

●
●
●
●

●

●

●

Upland Valley (H);
High Fell Fringe (J);
Rugged Angular Slate High Fell (G).
Bassenthwaite Lake, with its sinuous eastern edges, and western woodlandclad sides, is overlooked by the dramatic towering dome-shaped profile of
Ullock Pike and Skiddaw to the east;
Bassenthwaite Lake, with its well-preserved patchwork of shoreline habitats,
is set within a wider, broad upland valley with steeply sloping dale sides and
heather on Barf on the west;
Absence of development affecting the lakeshore;
Mature woodland on the north and east shores;
Vast expanse of grey water contrasts with the dark greens of coniferous
woodland within Wythop Wood and Thornwaite Forest;
Strong visual contrasts, with weather affecting the feel and appearance of
the lake resulting in the sun casting shadows; with the surrounding High
Fells, reflecting in the lake on clear days;
Shore path along the eastern edge, provides a number of access points to
the Lake, in contrast to the western edge which is inaccessible due to the
A66;
Distinctive area of accessible woodland clumps and parkland at Mirehouse on
eastern shore, with many veteran and mature broadleaved trees and close
associations with the romantic movement;
Predominantly a tranquil landscape away from the A66 and A591 main road
corridors.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical structures

●

Bassenthwaite
Lake
Area LDNP-7
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

Great

Great

Moderate

Small

Small

Small

Intermediate

Intermediate

Not significant

●

Open views towards Ullock Pike and Skiddaw to the east and other
surrounding High Fells, which are sensitive to interruption by vertical
elements or large-scale development;

Protect open views towards Ullock Pike and Skiddaw to the east and other
surrounding High Fells, from interruption by vertical or elements or largeLDNP-12
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vertical structures

scale development.
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 8: Loweswater
Overview
This Area of Distinctive Character is situated towards the north-western edge of
the National Park. It includes Loweswater Lake and the fells to the north and
south.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●
●
●
●
●

Key
characteristics

●

●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Upland Valley (H);
High Fell Fringe (J);
Rugged Angular Slate High Fell (G);
Rugged/Craggy Volcanic High Fell (F);
Upland Limestone Farmland (I)
Relatively low, smooth profile open fells in the north and south of the area
contrasting with the more enclosed, verdant, wooded and intricatelypatterned Loweswater valley in the centre;
The western part of the area has a very different feel with its open views out
to the coastal plain and its towns and villages;
Loweswater Lake with its attractive wooded lakeshores provides popular
walks but is not widely visible from across the area. Signs around the lake
highlight the significant problem with blue-green algae which can turn the
whole lake a remarkably vivid green;
In contrast to many central parts of the Lake District, the area feels quiet,
with relatively few visitors;
Small areas of commercial forestry around Lamplugh Fell and significant
forest cover around the tarn of Cogra Moss in the south west;
Field boundaries are marked by a combination of hedges and dry stone
walls;
Area of Distinctive Character 14 (Grizedale Pike and Whinlatter) forms the
backdrop of views across Crummock water to the east;
Raven Crag, at the north end of Mellbreak, is a prominent feature in the
central part of the area;
Cultural associations with Beatrix Potter;
Predominantly a very tranquil landscape characterised by scattered
settlements.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical structures

●

Loweswater
Area LDNP-8
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

High

High

High

Small

Medium

Small

Intermediate

Significant

Intermediate

●

The sense of openness in the north and south of the area, coupled with
open, far-reaching views towards Grassmoor to the east, which are sensitive
to interruption by vertical, large or small-scale developments.

Protect open, far-reaching views from interruption from tall vertical or largeLDNP-14
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relation to
vertical structures

●

scale developments;
Maintain overall strong sense of tranquillity.
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 9: Lorton Vale
Overview
Lorton Vale is situated in the northeast of the Lake District National Park, to the
north of Crummock Water and south of Cockermouth.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●
●

●

●
●

●
●

●

Upland Valley (H);
High Fell Fringe (J);
Rugged Angular Slate High Fell (G).
Broad vale, encompassing the gently meandering course of the River Cocker,
flowing from Crummock Water in the south towards Cockermouth in the
north;
Intricate patchwork of pasture fields following the river channel, divided by a
combination of mature hedgerows containing mature trees, and traditional
stone walls;
Strong, yet distant sense of enclosure provided by High Fells to the west
(Loweswater Fell) and east (Whiteside and Kirk Fell);
Sinuous belts of soft woodland following the river corridor, interspersed with
a network of minor roads which mainly follow, rather than cross the river
corridor;
Series of dispersed farmsteads scattered across the flat to gently undulating
valley floor;
Linear village of Lorton displays a variety of buildings, from medieval
defensive, rugged 17th century, to more formal stone and rendered houses
and cottages, all strung out distinctively along sinuous roads, with large open
areas between, without a nucleated core;
Predominantly a tranquil landscape due to the relative absence of major
roads and their associated traffic noise.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical structures

●

Lorton Vale
Area LDNP-9
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical structures

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

High

High

Moderate

Small

Small

Small

Intermediate

Intermediate

Not significant

●

Views to Loweswater Fell to the west and Whiteside and Kirk Fell to the east,
which contribute to recognisable sense of place and are sensitive to
interruption from tall vertical or large-scale development.

Maintain rural character with associated relatively strong sense of isolation
and tranquillity.

LDNP-16
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 10: Broom, Ling And Kirk Fells
Overview
This is a relatively small Area of Distinctive Character, situated close to the northwestern boundary of the National Park, to the north of Whinlatter and the west of
Bassenthwaite.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●
●

●
●
●
●
●

Upland Valley (H);
High Fell Fringe (J);
Rugged Angular Slate High Fell (G).
The three open, rounded peaks of Ling Fell, Broom Fell and Kirk Fell, set in a
triangular formation, with the lower ground of Wythop Moss between them;
An extremely remote-feeling and isolated area, with a general absence of
settlement or public rights of way;
Straight dry-stone walls, with regular-shaped pattern of enclosures on Wythop
Moss contrasts with the sinuous pattern of stream channels;
Forms a relatively dramatic backdrop to valleys to the north and west;
Predominantly a very tranquil landscape due to the openness and perceived
naturalness of the heather moorland and upland bog; and
Minimal sources of artificial noise and few obvious signs of human influences.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Broom, Ling
And Kirk Fells
Area LDNP-10
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

Great

Great

Great

Small

Medium

Small

Intermediate

Significant

Intermediate

●

●
●

Undeveloped, rural character with associated strong sense of isolation,
remoteness and tranquillity;
Strong sense of openness throughout with uncluttered skylines.

Maintain the undeveloped, rural character with associated strong sense of
isolation, remoteness and tranquillity;
Retain strong sense of openness throughout area with uncluttered skyline.

LDNP-17
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 11: Bassenthwaite And Derwent Alluvial Plain
Overview
This Area of Distinctive Character is situated in the north west of the Lake District
National Park, between Bassenthwaite Lake to the north and Derwent Water to
the south.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●

●
●
●

●
●

Upland Valley (H);
Rugged Angular Slate High Fell (G).

Wide, flat alluvial plain between Derwent Water and Bassenthwaite Lake;
Spectacular open views towards surrounding fells;
Land cover contrast between green colours of improved green fields and fawn
of wetland at the southern end of Bassenthwaite;
Situated within the same Upland Valley as Derwent Water and Bassenthwaite
Lake and overlooked by High Fells, with mature coniferous woodland on the
lower slopes of Skiddaw (Dodd Wood) to the east and Whinlatter Forest to the
west, providing a strong sense of enclosure;
Noticeable absence of farmsteads, houses and buildings on the break of slope;
Predominantly a tranquil landscape in the west. In the rest of the area the
sense of tranquillity is disturbed by the traffic noise on the A66.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Bassenthwaite
And Derwent
Alluvial Plain
Area LDNP-11
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

High

High

Moderate

Small

Small

Small

Intermediate

Intermediate

Not significant

●

Views towards surrounding fells, which are vulnerable to interruption from tall
vertical or large-scale developments.

Protect dramatic views towards surrounding fells from interruption from tall
vertical or large-scale developments.

LDNP-18
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 12: Glenderamackin Valley
Overview
Glenderamackin Valley Area of Distinctive Character is situated towards the north
of the Lake District National Park, to the south of the Skiddaw Range. It stretches
from Troutbeck village in the east to Keswick in the west, following the course of
the lower Glenderamackin River, with the A66 main road running parallel.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●
●
●
●

Key
characteristics

●
●
●
●

●
●
●
●

Upland Valley (H);
Rugged Angular Slate High Fell (G);
Rugged/Craggy Volcanic High Fell (F);
High Fell Fringe (J)
Intricate patchwork of small pastoral fields and small traditional hamlets, crisscrossed by minor roads and the sinuous corridor of the Glenderamackin River;
The distinctive saddle shape of Blencathra forms a prominent backdrop in
views to the north;
Smooth rounded fell sides of Clough Head, Threlkeld and Matterdale
Commons dominate views southwards;
Heavily wooded River Greta Gorge to the west of Threlkeld with a series of
impressive railway bridges now forming part of a popular cycle/ walk way
from Keswick to Threlkeld;
Strong influence on the landscape from linear east-west running A66 and old
Keswick to Cockermouth Railway lines;
Archaeological features scattered within the area, including site of a Roman
Fort, camp and road;
Predominantly a weak sense of tranquillity due to the constant traffic noise
along the busy A66 which dominates the area;
Threlkeld village and its nearby farmsteads use a very distinctive type of slatestone with its characteristic rusty- brown staining, so unlike other parts of the
Lake District.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Glenderamack
in Valley
Area LDNP-12
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

High

High

Moderate

Small

Small

Small

Intermediate

Intermediate

Not significant

●

-

Protect strong intervisibility with Skiddaw High Fell to the north and Thelkeld
and Matterdale Commons to the south from tall vertical or large-scale

LDNP-19
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structures

developments.
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 13: Buttermere And Crummock Water
Overview
This Area of Distinctive Character is situated towards the northeast of the Lake
District National Park, to the south of Loweswater.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●
●

●
●
●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

Upland Valley (H);
Rugged Angular Slate High Fell (G);
Rugged/Craggy Volcanic High Fell (F).
Buttermere and Crummock form part of a unique twin lake system, flanked by
an amphitheatre of steep-sided high fells, which are generally devoid of dense
vegetation cover;
The highly recognisable north-west ridge of Fleetwith Pike runs down to the
key valley head farm of Gatesgarth;
A generally smooth texture, despite the presence of crags and rocky outcrops
of underlying geology;
The smooth rounded Mellbreak Fell, which runs along the entire western side
of Crummock Water, is a constant focal point in the area, whilst the dominant
peaks of Grassmoor, Fleetwith and Haystacks provide instantly recognisable
landscape features, contributing to a strong recognisable sense of place;
The dramatic Scale Force (the highest waterfall in the Lake District) has been
a popular attraction for generations of visitors;
The almost hidden hanging valley of Rannerdale, to the east of Crummock
Water, is renowned for its spectacular blue-purple carpet of bluebells in
spring;
Predominantly a very strong sense of tranquillity due to perceived naturalness
of the landscape, a relative absence of major roads, dwellings and minimal
sources of artificial noise;
Settlement comprises a small number of isolated dwellings on the east side of
Crummock Water and the traditional village of Buttermere which nestles on
the valley floor between the two lakes;
The north of Crummock Water is dominated by the mixed woodland of
Lanthwaite Wood and the distinctive, smooth, rounded shape of High Park (on
site of a former moated Pele tower);
To the south of the lake and lying to the west of Buttermere village lies the
important semi-natural, ancient oak woodland of Scales Wood, with an
adjacent area of wood pasture. The non-native conifers of Burtness Wood
(which sits alongside the deciduous Scale Wood) form rather incongruous
features in the landscape;
Views of Buttermere from Crummock Water are restricted by the enclosing
high fell topography;
Strong contrast between the intimate and enclosed feel on the valley bottom
and the strong sense of remoteness and exposure on top of the surrounding
high fell;
The feeder streams of Buttermere and Crummock are part of the River
Derwent SAC and are important spawning areas for migratory salmonids.
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Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●
●

●

Buttermere
And
Crummock
Water
Area LDNP-13
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Open views to and from the surrounding fells, which are vulnerable to
interruption by tall, vertical or large-scale developments;
Strong sense of tranquillity throughout, especially within the almost hidden
hanging valley of Rannerdale to the east of Crummock Water and on the
surrounding high fells;
Overall absence of built elements and overall predominantly rural character
and rural road network.

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

Great

Great

Great

Small

Small

Small

Intermediate

Intermediate

Intermediate

●
●
●

Retain general absence of built elements and maintain overall rural character
and rural road network;
Protect open views to and from the area from interruption by tall, large or
small-scale developments;
Maintain strong sense of remoteness and exposure on top of surrounding high
fells.
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 14: Grizedale Pike And Whinlatter
Overview
This Area of Distinctive Character is situated towards the north of the Lake District
National Park, between Keswick and Crummock Water, and to the north of
Newlands Valley.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●

●
●

●
●
●

●

●

Upland Valley (H);
Rugged Angular Slate High Fell (G).

Framed views out of the area towards Derwentwater to the east and Red Pike
(above Buttermere) to the west;
Expansive panoramas from the hilltops, encompassing many lakes and valleys;
Angular, pointed peaks with straight sides separated by V-shaped valleys
create a strong sense of place within this area, and also form an important
backdrop to views from adjacent Areas of Distinctive Character;
A relatively smooth texture of heather, bracken and scree. Colours change
seasonally;
There are well-used footpaths along most of the peaks, ridges and valleys;
Whilst this is a wild landscape and the open moorland peaks create a
perceived naturalness, the presence of footpaths and walkers contribute a
human aspect to its character;
The extensive coniferous plantation of Whinlatter Forest, in the north of the
area has similar underlying topography, but has a very different feel due to
the enclosing qualities of the trees, their dark colour, the movement of
vehicles over Whinlatter Pass, and the commercial and recreational functions
of the forest;
Predominantly a tranquil landscape especially at distance from Whinlatter Pass
located in the main valley.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Grizedale Pike
And
Whinlatter
Area LDNP-14
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

Great

Great

Great

Small

Small

Small

Intermediate

Intermediate

Intermediate

●

Framed views to Derwent Water to the east and Red Pike to the west, which
are vulnerable to interruption by new woodland or, vertical or large-scale
developments.

Protect framed views to Derwent Water to the east and Red Pike to the west
from interruption by new woodland or, vertical or large-scale developments;
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●

Maintain overall strong sense of tranquillity.
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 15: Newlands
Overview
The Newlands valley is on the western side of the central Lake District National
Park, between Derwentwater and Buttermere.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●
●

●
●
●

●
●
●

Upland Valley (H);
Rugged/Craggy Volcanic High Fell (F);
Rugged Angular Slate High Fell (G).
The distinctive profile of Cat Bells, Maiden Moor and High Spy separates
Newlands valley from Dewentwater, with the path erosion running along the
ridge;
The three-branched form of the valley, with each branch containing its own
stream, joining mid-way down the valley;
A settled upland valley, in its lower part, with deciduous vegetation, giving a
sense of shelter and enclosure from the surrounding fells;
Settlement pattern of distinctive, vernacular hamlets and farmsteads on the
edges of the valley floor with drystone walls making an important contribution.
Upstream the valley becomes wilder, the open bare upland valleys devoid of
habitation gently sloping upwards to the valley heads – e.g.Newlands Pass
and Valley Head area;
The twisting Newlands Pass, historic route into Buttermere;
A long history of mining and mineral extraction;
Predominantly a very tranquil landscape especially on the Derwent Fells away
from the road crossing over Newlands Pass, due to the relative absence of
dwellings and minimal sources of artificial noise.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Newlands
Area LDNP-15
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

Great

Great

Great

Small

Small

Small

Intermediate

Intermediate

Intermediate

●
●

Strong sense of tranquillity.

Retain open, uncluttered views to Catbells ridge and the higher hills of
Robinson, Hindscarth and Dale Head;
Maintain strong sense of tranquillity.
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Area 16: Keswick and Derwent Water – Area Not Used

Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 17: St. John’s in the Vale and Naddle
Overview
This Area of Distinctive Character is situated towards the north of the Lake District
National Park, to the south of the Skiddaw massif and north of Thirlmere.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●
●

●

●
●

●
●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●

Upland Valley (H);
Rugged/Craggy Volcanic High Fell (F);
High Fell Fringe (J).
A landscape which slowly unfolds as you move through the valley with
dramatic views of the fells all around;
Strong field pattern punctuated with single and pollarded trees, framed on
either side by steep-sided adjacent High Fells, with stone-scattered intakes
below the fell wall and small field barns;
Approaching from the south the vast bulk of Blencathra (forming part of the
Skiddaw massif) is a prominent landmark;
Strong contrast between the lush green pasture fields, punctuated with trees
and soft clumps of woodland in the valleys, and the adjacent rugged-craggy
high fells with their slanting bedding planes and screes.
Castlerigg Stone Circle, a strong and powerful landscape feature, set within a
dramatic and evocative setting;
The abandoned micro-granite quarries, strung along the lower fell sides form
significant landscape features of the post railway exploitation;
The Manchester Corporation/Water Authority workers houses at Fisher Place
and Stanah are of an urban style and show the influence of major investment
in the Thirlmere Reservoir and local settlements;
Strong sense of enclosure provided by towering adjacent High Fells;
Many mature pollards;
Cultural associations with John Richardson, builder, poet and vicar;
Strong sense of tranquillity and a sense of openness and perceived
naturalness of the landscape;
Intricate corridor of the tree-lined Naddle Beck, to the west of St John’s in the
Vale;
Distinctive tiered geology of High Rigg.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

St. John’s In
The Vale And
Naddle
Area LDNP-17
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

Great

Great

Great

●

Open views to Blencathra, High and Low Rigg Fells, especially from Castlerigg
Stone Circle, which are vulnerable to interruption by vertical or large-scale
developments;
Predominantly rural character and overall strong sense of tranquillity.
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Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Small

Small

Small

Intermediate

Intermediate

Intermediate

●
●

Protect open views towards surrounding fells, which are vulnerable to
interruption from tall vertical or large-scale developments;
Maintain rural character and overall strong sense of tranquillity.
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 18: Threlkeld & Matterdale Commons
Overview
This Area of Distinctive Character is situated in the northeast of the Lake District
National Park, to the south-east of the Skiddaw Range, flanked by Helvellyn in the
south and overlooking Thirlmere Reservoir to the west.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●
●

●
●
●
●
●

●

Upland Valley (H);
Rugged/Craggy Volcanic High Fell (F);
High Fell Fringe (J).
A relatively simple, fell landscape, which is draped by large expanses of
blanket bog and heather moorland;
Juxtaposition of open moorland with irregular straight edged dark coniferous
plantations;
A strong sense of isolation, remoteness and exposure to the elements is
apparent throughout this, large-scale landscape;
Far reaching views from higher points, to the Skiddaw massif to the north and
Helvellyn in the south;
The texture of the landscape is predominantly smooth, aided by the uniformity
of the moorland vegetation;
Predominantly a very tranquil landscape due to the relative absence of main
roads, dwellings, minimal sources of artificial noise and few obvious signs of
human influences;
Traffic noise and movement disturbs the tranquillity in the north of the area.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Threlkeld &
Matterdale
Commons
Area LDNP-18
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

Great

Great

Great

Small

Small

Small

Intermediate

Intermediate

Intermediate

●
●

Far reaching and predominantly open views from higher points to the Skiddaw
massif and Helvellyn which contribute to recognisable sense of place and are
vulnerable to interruption by tall vertical or large-scale developments.

Maintain strong sense of isolation, exposure and tranquillity;
Protect far reaching and predominantly open views from higher points to the
Skiddaw massif and Helvellyn from interruption by tall, vertical or large-scale
developments.
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 19: Great Mell And Little Mell Valleys
Overview
This Area of Distinctive Character is situated at the northern edge of the Lake
District National Park, to the north of Ullswater.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●
●

●
●
●
●
●

●
●
●

Upland Limestone Farmland (I);
Rugged/Craggy Volcanic High Fell (F);
High Fell Fringe (J).
A gentle rolling landscape, with the bulging domes of Great Mell Fell (with its
distinctive wooded eastern side) and Little Mell Fell as distinct landmarks;
These two landforms form the focus of many views throughout the area and
contribute to strong recognisable sense of place and orientation;
The tops of the Mells provide extensive panoramic views towards Saddleback,
Helvellyn and Martindale;
Significant coniferous blocks are dominant in closer views;
The heather dominated Gowbarrow to the south of the area rising up from
Ullswater;
The rolling hills predominantly covered by pastoral farmland, interspersed with
many clumps of coniferous and deciduous woodland, which often frame
views;
Many small rectangular fields with wet, rushy areas in hollows;
Scattered farmsteads and small hamlets, and a feeling of being ‘tucked away’
south of the Mells;
Predominantly a tranquil landscape away from the traffic noise of the busy
A66 and A50591 due to the openness of the landscape and absence of large
settlements and night-time light pollution.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Great Mell And
Little Mell
Valleys
Area LDNP-19
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

High

High

Moderate

Small

Small

Small

Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Intermediate

Intermediate

Not significant

●

Open views to and from Great and Little Mell Fells, which are vulnerable to
interruption by tall vertical or large-scale developments.

Protect open views towards surrounding areas, which are vulnerable to
interruption from tall vertical or large-scale developments.
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 20: Eamont Valley
Overview
This Area of Distinctive Character is situated within the north east of the National
Park, north of Ullswater and close to Penrith.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●
●

●

●
●
●

●

●

Upland Limestone Farmland (I);
Upland Valley (H);
High Fell Fringe (J).
A very shallow and broad valley, with the underlying topography of
carboniferous limestone giving rise to a gently rolling landscape exhibiting a
mixture of lowland farmland and estate Parkland;
Large pastoral fields (generally demarcated by hedgerows, but with walls and
field barns on the higher limestone ground from Dalemain towards Dacre and
Hutton), set back from the River Eamont, dominate this character area;
The course of the River Eamont contributes to recognisable sense of place;
Outcrops of limestone crags south west of Stainton;
In places, the topography allows far reaching views across the surrounding
landscape to Barton Fell and High Street in the south and the Pennines to the
east;
Predominantly a tranquil landscape, especially away from the A66, due to the
openness and perceived naturalness of the valley. The sense of tranquillity is
enhanced by the relative absence of settlements;
Dalemain Country House and surrounding designed landscape parkland, and
deerpark bounded by iron railings.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Eamont Valley
Area LDNP-20
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

High

High

Slight

Small

Medium

Small

Intermediate

Significant

Not significant

●

●

Far reaching views to the Barton Fell and the High Street Fells in the south
and the Pennines to the east, which are sensitive to interruption by tall vertical
or large-scale developments.

Protect far reaching views to the Barton Fell and High Street in the south and
the Pennines in the east from interruption by tall vertical or large-scale
developments;
Maintain the sense of tranquillity throughout the area.
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 21: Ennerdale
Overview
Ennerdale is the most westerly of the Upland Valleys within the Lake District
National Park.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●
●
●
●

Key
characteristics

●
●

●

●

●

●
●
●

●

●

●

●

●

Rugged/Craggy Volcanic High Fell (F);
Rugged Angular Slate High Fell (G);
Upland Valley (H);
High Fell Fringe (J).
Craggy ridges of Borrowdale Rock form a dramatic backdrop and evoke a
sense of enclosure;
Outside of the nuclear settlement of Ennerdale Bridge, at the western most
edge of the area, there are only a few scattered and isolated dwellings and
farmsteads;
The only major Lakeland valley with no public road along it and virtually no
habitation beyond the western most edge; Due to its location and relative
inaccessibility, Ennerdale receives few visitors but is an important recreational
resource for the urban communities of west Cumbria;
The eastern part of the valley, which is narrower and becomes more enclosed
by the high rocky fells and narrower and is dominated by the conifer forests
planted in the early part of the last century by the Forestry Commission. The
steep rocky slopes of Kirk Fell, Great Gable, Steeple Pillar and Brandreth
enclose the valley head. Pillar rock forms an imposing feature in the valley and
is regarded as one of the birthplaces of mountaineering;
This contrasts with the open pastoral farmland to west end of valley with its
rich network of hedgerows and mature trees giving the west end a much
gentler feel;
The openness and proximity to the coastal plain gives this end of the valley a
much lighter and more open feel;
To the east of the lake, a small compact valley bottom with fields and wall
boundaries;
The woodlands in the valley are increasingly diverse with areas of seminatural ancient oak woodland, mature non-native conifers, areas of clear fell,
recent conifer planting and areas open to natural regeneration;
There is a very strong sense of enclosure within parts of the forest where the
only built features are a small number of bridges (some incongruous in the
landscape), the forest roads and the hostels at Gillerthwaite and Black Sail;
At the east end of the valley there is a harsh boundary between the grazed
fell and the remains of the conifer forest most of which has now been felled.
This contrasts with the area to the south of the lake where the Side provides
one of the best examples of altitudinal succession in the Lake District;
The River Liza is a mobile, high energy river and has seen almost no human
intervention along its length. As such it is one of the most geomorphologically
important rivers in England;
The lake which provides water for the west coast has a stone and concrete
revetment around its north-western most part; despite these built features
there is a strong sense of tranquillity;
Predominantly very tranquil due to the lack of roads and other built structures
LDNP-31

Cumulative Impacts of Vertical Infrastructure
and the relatively small number of visitors.
Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●
●

●

Ennerdale
Area LDNP-21
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Strong sense of isolation and tranquillity, particularly at the lakeshore and
throughout most of the area;
Dramatic open views to the surrounding peaks of Great Gable, Steeple and
Pillar, which contribute to recognisable sense of place, and are vulnerable to
interruption from tall vertical or large-scale developments;
The Wild Ennerdale Partnership, is the key driver for change, leading towards
a naturalisation of the landscape, increased sense of wildness, more diverse
and dynamic habitats with less distinction between forestry and farmed land
and removal of intrusive built structures.

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

Great

Great

Great

Small

Small

Small

Intermediate

Intermediate

Intermediate

●
●

●

Protect the incredibly strong sense of isolation and tranquillity, particularly at
the lakeshore and throughout most of the area;
Protect dramatic open views to the surrounding peaks of Great Gable, Steeple
and Pillar, which contribute to recognisable sense of place, from interruption
from tall vertical or large-scale developments;
Maintain rural and undeveloped character.
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AREA 22: BORROWDALE – Area Not Used
AREA 23: THIRLMERE – Area Not Used

Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 24: Helvellyn Range
Overview
The Helvellyn Range forms a ridge running north south between Thirlmere and
Ullswater, to the east of the Central Lake District.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Rugged/Craggy Volcanic High Fell (F).

Key
characteristics

●

Magnificent open, panoramic views of an extensive mountain massif including Striding Edge, Swirral Edge and Red Tarn and across to the North
Pennines when visibility permits;
A forbidding atmosphere, in some atmospheric conditions;
Contrast between the irregular and jagged eastern side of the ridge, with its
valleys and crags, and the relatively smooth, sheer western side. The profile of
the landform also becomes smoother towards the northern end of the area;
Helvellyn range visually dominates the Thirlmere valley and St John’s in the
Vale to the west, as well as Glenridding/Ullswater to the east;
Many walkers on the summit and paths, resulting in perhaps the busiest
summit in the Lake District;
Former mine workings in Glenridding, including huge spoil tips of Greenside
mine; and
Predominantly a very tranquil landscape due to the openness and its perceived
naturalness. There is also a relative absence of dwellings, minimal sources of
artificial noise and few obvious signs of human influences.

●
●

●
●
●
●

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Helvellyn
Range
Area LDNP-24
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

Great

Great

Great

Small

Small

Small

Intermediate

Intermediate

Intermediate

●

Strong sense of isolation, remoteness and tranquillity throughout.

Maintain strong sense of isolation, remoteness and tranquillity throughout.
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 25: Ullswater
Overview
This Area of Distinctive Character is situated in the north east of the Lake District
National Park.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●
●

●

●
●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●
●
●

Rugged, Craggy Volcanic High Fell (F);
Upland Valley (H);
High Fell Fringe (J).
Unique curving ribbon shape of Ullswater facilitates many stimulating views
and an element of surprise throughout the area, including localised areas of
wild daffodils in early spring;
Strong sense of the landscape evolving from south to north with the enclosed,
steep-sided upland feel of the south of the lake giving way to an open, flatter
more lowland feel in the north;
Intricate patchwork of different habitats gives a strong sense of place;
Important areas of wood pasture on the north west side of the lake and
significant areas of deciduous woodland clinging to the steep slope on the
opposite side of the lake;
Large areas of juniper on the south-west and east sides of the lake have a
prominent impact on the landscape;
Great Mell Fell and Little Mell Fell are prominent landmarks at the north end of
the lake, whereas the Helvellyn Massif dominates views from high ground at
the southern end of the lake.
Dunmallard Hill at the Northern tip of the lake is a locally distinctive landmark.
This steep-sided, wooded hill with an Iron Age hillfort on the top visually
separates Ullswater from the Eamont river valley;
Aira Force is an important historic designed landscape and tourist hotspot and
a very popular base to explore the neighbouring low fells and Gowbarrow
Deer Park;
The large village of Glenridding , nestling at the foot of the Helvellyn Fells, has
a very strong identity as a former mining community, once dependant on the
prosperous Greenside Lead Mine (largest in England), the village bears the
evidence with the old stone terraces and the 20th century workers houses;
At Glenridding, the tourist-related facilities of hotels, guest houses and shops
along the A592 contrast with the working character of buildings stretching up
the valley;
The steamers, their jetties and the boat houses on the lake shore are
distinctive features;
Little built development along the lake outside of the main settlements; and
Predominantly a tranquil landscape, especially away from the A592, due to the
openness and perceived naturalness of the valley. There is also a relative
absence of dwellings to the east of Ullswater away from the lake.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Open views to and from surrounding fells and strong intervisibility with Great
and Little Mell Fells, which are sensitive to interruption by tall vertical or largescale developments.

Ullswater

Large-scale

Medium-scale
LDNP-34

Small-scale
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Area LDNP-25
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Great

Great

Moderate

Small

Small

Small

Intermediate

Intermediate

Not significant

●
●

Retain open, uncluttered views and strong intervisibility with Great and Little
Mell Fells and protect from tall vertical or large-scale developments;
Maintain relatively strong sense of tranquillity.
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 26: Bampton Common
Overview
This Area of Distinctive Character is located at the eastern side of the Lake District
National Park, between Ullswater and the Lowther valley. It forms the eastern
slope of the northern part of the High Street ridge.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●
●
●
●

Key
characteristics

●
●
●
●
●

●
●

●

Rugged, Craggy Volcanic High Fell (F);
Upland Valley (H);
Upland Limestone Farmland (I);
High Fell Fringe (J).
Open expanses of acid grassland, rough heather moorland and blanket bog
form a plateau with a feeling of emptiness and isolation;
The smooth ridge of High Street on the western horizon sets the mood of the
landscape, depending on weather and qualities of light;
Views east across the settled and broad Lowther Valley give a strong contrast
to the desolate moorland;
Upland farms, surrounded by semi-improved and improved pasture, appear as
pockets of bright green in the moorland landscape;
On lower ground, a complex patchwork of walled fields containing moorland,
marshy ground, grazed fields and gorse give a mosaic of colours and textures
in the landscape;
Clusters of trees associated with farm buildings and large numbers of infield
and boundary trees;
The number of scattered farms, combined with the lack of visitors or tourist
facilities gives this area a sense of a working landscape rather than a
recreational one;
Predominantly a very tranquil landscape due to the openness and perceived
naturalness of the heather moorland and valley. There is also a relative
absence of settlements, minimal sources of artificial noise and few obvious
signs of human influences.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Bampton
Common
Area LDNP-26
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

Great

Great

Great

Small

Medium

Small

Intermediate

Significant

Intermediate

●

●

Overall strong sense of remoteness, isolation and tranquillity;
Open views across the Lowther Valley, which are vulnerable to interruption by
tall vertical or largescale developments

Maintain overall strong sense of remoteness, isolation and tranquillity;
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vertical
structures

●

Retain open views across the Lowther Valley.

LDNP-37

Cumulative Impacts of Vertical Infrastructure

Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 27: Lowther Valley
Overview
This Area of Distinctive Character encompasses a distinctive limestone valley
situated within the east of the Lake District National Park.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●
●
●
●

Key
characteristics

●
●
●

●
●
●

●
●
●

●
●
●
●

Rugged, Craggy Volcanic High Fell (F);
Upland Valley (H);
Upland Limestone Farmland (I);
High Fell Fringe (J).
Broad gentle, limestone valley with the River Lowther meandering through the
landscape;
Rugged and rough limestone outcrops of Knipe Scar and Burtree Scar, which
contrast with adjacent green grassland;
Variety of habitats, including designed parkland (associated with Lowther
Estate and the ruins of Lowther Castle), pastoral farmland, moorland and
meadows;
Strong pattern of sinuous mixed woodlands following the River Lowther and in
contrast, intrusive regular, geometric coniferous woodlands;
An exceptional group of distinct historic settlements spread along the Lowther
valley from Rosgill, Bampton Grange, Bampton, Helton and Askham;
Askham is the finest example in the Lake District of a planned 13th century
village, grouped around village greens with mature trees, and with former
open field strips (now enclosed) surrounding. A superb very picturesque linear
almost continuous building frontage of the 17th, 18th and 19th century, using
sandstone, limestone, rubble, render and limewash, giving unity in variety;
Helton, just to the south of Askham, is another fine example of attractive
traditional buildings, set within a medieval field strip system;
The limestone walls enclosing the strip fields surrounding Helton, contrast with
the darker grey volcanic stone within the rest of the character area;
The formally planned Lowther Village is a very important example of an estate
workers village. Designed by Robert Adam and built in 1770 using local
limestone walling , with dressed sandstone detailing;
Strong sense of distant containment provided by high fells to the west;
Strongly rural and somewhat isolated character, despite proximity to M6
corridor to the east;
Ruins of Shap Abbey in the south of the area;
Predominantly a tranquil landscape, especially away from the traffic noise
associated with the A6 and M6 in the east, due to the relative absence of
roads and dwellings and the perceived openness and naturalness of the
landscape.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Lowther
Valley

Large-scale

●

Open views towards high fells in the west, scars and the distant Pennines in
the east which are sensitive to the interruption by tall vertical or large-scale
developments;
Strong sense of tranquillity at distance from the A6 and M6 road corridors.
Medium-scale

LDNP-38

Small-scale
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Area LDNP-27
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

High

High

High

Small

Medium

Small

Intermediate

Significant

Intermediate

●
●

Protect open views to and from the area from tall vertical or large-scale
developments;
Maintain strong sense of tranquillity at distance from A6 and M6 road
corridors.
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 28: Kinniside Common
Overview
This Area of Distinctive Character is located in the west of the Lake District
National Park, and extends across the National Park boundary. It covers a large
upland area between Ennerdale and Wasdale.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●
●

●
●
●
●

●
●
●

Rugged, Craggy Volcanic High Fell (F);
Rugged, Angular Slate High Fell (G);
High Fell Fringe (J).
A gradual transition in the form of the landscape from high crags in the east
to a smoother profile in the west;
An expansive, wild upland landscape, with very few trees outside of the
conifer plantations in the west. Views are unbroken by built features;
The fells are ecologically poor and in places heavily grazed. Nardus dominated
grassland with bracken in the valley bottoms;
There are virtually no boundaries or enclosures as the whole area is grazed as
a common;
Worm Gill, with its wide boulder-strewn valley bottom is a highly mobile and
dynamic river system and an extremely important geo-morphological feature
of the area;
Archaeological evidence of previous settlement contrasts with the lack of
development in the area today;
Blocks of forestry in the western part of the area fit awkwardly with the
surrounding landscape;
Predominantly a very tranquil landscape, due to the openness of the hills,
relative absence of dwellings, minimal sources of artificial noise and few signs
of human influences.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Kinniside
Common
Area LDNP-28
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

High

High

High

Small

Small

Small

Intermediate

Intermediate

Intermediate

●
●

●
●

Strong sense of wildness;
Strong sense of openness throughout, currently interrupted in places by
blocks of forestry;
Strong sense of tranquillity throughout.

Retain the strong sense of wildness;
Retain and protect open views to and from the area and the strong sense of
openness throughout, particularly from tall vertical or large-scale
developments;
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●

Maintain strong sense of tranquillity throughout.

LDNP-41
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 29: Wastwater & Wasdale
Overview
This Area of Distinctive Character is situated in the west of the Lake District
National Park.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●

●
●

●
●

●
●
●
●

●
●

●
●
●
●
●

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical

●
●

Rugged, Craggy Volcanic High Fell (F);
Upland Valley (H).

A landscape of contrasts, where England’s deepest lake is surrounded by
some of the highest summits;
Ancient unusual and complex thick ring garth and stone wall system near
Wasdale Head is one of the most important and distinctive in Europe;
Sheer grey, weathered scree slopes which dominate the southern shores of
the lake and hint at the very steep V-shaped profile of this Dale; (it is easy to
imagine that they continue under the water, to the deepest depths of the
Lake);
An over-whelming sense of majesty, drama and foreboding enclosure that the
steep slopes provide;
The unique and visually stimulating pattern of stone walls, comprising large
rounded stones, which divide fields at Wasdale Head and spread high up onto
the fell sides;
Strong sense of isolation at the western head of the Lake and strong sense of
tranquillity;
Strong links with mountaineering and the sense that many visitor journeys
begin here;
Major erosion, litter and disturbance impacts from Three Peaks Challenge
events;
Dramatic backdrop and shadow of Scafell Pike, which is often shrouded in
mysterious mists and throws dramatic shadows on the buildings and
landscape at its foot;
Unique pockets of parkland and grassy knolls within the Nether Wasdale
Estate;
Contrast between the striking grey colour of the scree slopes and fell sides
and lush green and brown vegetation cover at lower altitudes, often reflecting
in the grey, blue lake;
Scots Pine parkland entering valley from Gosforth junction (old golf course);
Medieval deer park;
Low Wood at eastern end of the lake;
Vendace within the lake;
Predominantly a very tranquil landscape due to openness and perceived
naturalness of the valley. There is a relative absence of dwellings, minimal
sources of artificial noise and few obvious signs of human influences away
from Nether Wasdale.
Very strong sense of isolation and tranquillity throughout the area;
Dramatic open views to Scafell Pike and the surrounding High Fells which are
vulnerable to interruption by tall vertical or large-scale developments.
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structures
Wastwater &
Wasdale
Area LDNP-29
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

Great

Great

Great

Small

Small

Small

Intermediate

Intermediate

Intermediate

●
●

Protect very strong sense of isolation and tranquillity throughout the area;
Protect dramatic open views to Scafell Pike and the surrounding High Fells
from interruption by tall vertical or large-scale developments.
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 30: Scafell Massif
Overview
This Area of Distinctive Character is large and irregularly shaped, and occupies the
plateau of high ground in the central part of the Lake District.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●
●

●

●

●
●

Rugged, Craggy Volcanic High Fell (F)
Upland Valley (H);
Lowland Valley (M).
The central and highest part of the Lake District contains magnificent, wild,
remote and rugged mountain scenery, including England’s highest mountain,
Scafell Pike;
Distinctive rock formations, steep rock faces, screes and the effects of
glaciation contribute to its distinctive sense of place, and landmarks within the
area include high peaks, tarns and passes. Views from this area are panoramic
in all directions, but are not dominated by a single lake;
Rocks contribute a craggy, jagged texture to the landscape. The colours,
sounds and patterns of the landscape are constantly changing, affected by
variation in light, weather and season. The landscape may be observed at a
variety of scales, from panoramic views to the detail of a stone;
The remoteness, tranquillity and isolation of the area, combined with the
physical challenges it offers, makes it popular with walkers and climbers;
Powerful scenery, with relatively few human influences, creates a sense of
timelessness.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Scafell Massif
Area LDNP-30
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

Great

Great

Great

Small

Small

Small

Intermediate

Intermediate

Intermediate

●

●
●
●
●
●

Strong sense of isolation, remoteness and tranquillity throughout;
Dramatic panoramic views across adjacent landscapes.

Maintain strong sense of isolation, remoteness and tranquillity throughout;
Protect views into and from the area from tall vertical or large-scale
developments;
Retain rural and undeveloped character;
Retain strong sense of openness;
Conserve dramatic panoramic views across adjacent landscapes.
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AREA 31: GRASMERE AND RYDAL – Not Used

Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 32: Brother’s Water And Hartsop
Overview
This Area of Distinctive Character is located in the central Lake District, between
Ambleside and Ullswater. It contains the northern part of Kirkstone Pass.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●

●
●
●

●
●

●

Rugged, Craggy Volcanic High Fell (F)
Upland Valley (H).

Memorable views of the area, including looking down towards Brothers Water
from the summit of Kirkstone Pass;
From high ground there is a great contrast between the ruggedness of the
foreground and the lushness of the valley below;
The side valleys of Dovedale and Hartsop, with very different characters;
The historic hamlet of Hartsop has one of the best groups of vernacular,
rugged 17th and 18th century buildings in the Lake District, giving it a very
strong sense of place and forming an integral part of the surrounding
landscape;
Distinctive landscape features of the Hartsop area are the small, rubble stone
field barns or ’hogg houses’;
Predominantly a very tranquil landscape due to the openness and perceived
naturalness of the pastoral fields in the valley, wetland margins around the
lake, wooded valley sides (including juniper) and craggy fells above;
Two very different waterbodies – the isolated reservoir of Hayeswater and the
atmospheric, reedfringed Angle Tarn.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Brother’s
Water And
Hartsop
Area LDNP-32
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

Great

Great

Moderate

Small

Small

Small

Intermediate

Intermediate

Not significant

●
●

Open views towards Brothers Water, which are sensitive to interruption by tall
vertical elements or large-scale developments.

Maintain overall sense of openness, remoteness and tranquillity;
Retain open views towards Brothers Water.
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 33: Martindale
Overview
This Area of Distinctive Character is located towards the eastern side of the Lake
District, and encompasses of a series of north-south ridges.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Rugged, Craggy Volcanic High Fell (F).

Key
characteristics

●

The series of settled upland valleys, running north-south, to the west of the
High Street ridge which have a very different, almost secretive character and
are separated by a series of high, rugged ridges;
There is an element of surprise when arriving in this area from Ullswater to
the north;
Small-scale and intimate landscape, with no through roads;
The strong contrast between the ridges and the valleys in terms of their
texture, openness, wildness, pattern and enclosure;
The variety of large animal species, including red deer and ponies;
The very strong sense of history in the ancient church and hamlet of
Martindale;
Predominantly a very tranquil landscape due to the openness and perceived
naturalness of Martindale Common and the broad ridge of High Street. The
relative absence of dwellings, minimal sources of artificial noise and few
obvious signs of human influence enhance the tranquillity;
A settlement pattern of small scattered farmsteads and dwellings with a few
incongruous large modern farm buildings;
Scattered isolated stone barns throughout valley are very distinctive;
Strong contrast between the improved pasture in the valley bottom and the
bracken dominated lower slopes of the fell;
Important ribbon of scattered native woodland on the lower fell slopes nearer
the valley head (Martindale Forest);
Distant views from Boredale dominated by conifer plantation.

●
●
●
●
●
●

●
●
●
●
●

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Martindale
Area LDNP-33
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

Great

Great

Moderate

Small

Small

Small

Intermediate

Intermediate

Not significant

●

●

Dramatic views to surrounding landscape from ridges, which are vulnerable to
interruption by tall vertical or large-scale developments;
Strong sense of remoteness and tranquillity.

Protect dramatic views to surrounding landscape from High Street ridge, which
are vulnerable to interruption by tall vertical or large-scale developments;
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structures

●

Maintain the strong sense of remoteness and tranquillity.
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 34: Haweswater
Overview
This Area of Distinctive Character is situated in the east of the Lake District
National Park Haweswater Reservoir is the most easterly of the lakes.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●
●

●

●
●
●
●
●

●

●

Rugged, Craggy Volcanic High Fell (F);
High Fell Fringe (J);
Upland Valley (H).
A long, curving reservoir that contains the flooded villages of Measand and
Mardale Green;
This artificial lake (one of the largest, which is constant in width over most of
its length, except its narrow southern tongue) occupies the whole of the valley
bottom, with dramatic craggy fells in the southern section falling down the
dale sides towards the water;
At times of low water the unvegetated, exposed rocky shore catches the eye;
Strong sense of mystery and eeriness apparent throughout the valley, partly
due to the lost villages;
Strong sense of isolation and wildness on account of the restricted access,
deep black water and general foreboding nature of the valley;
Distinct lack of pastoral fields or settlement pattern within the contained
valley corridor;
Important area of oak woodlands at Naddle Forest, along the approach to the
lake and first section of lakeshore, and funnelling up Naddle Beck, contrasting
strongly with the open character of the rest of the valley and giving seasonal
colour;
Surviving elements of Burnbanks model village, which was constructed by
Manchester Corporation for the workers building Haweswater Dam and
reservoir;
Predominantly a very tranquil landscape due to the openness and perceived
naturalness of the valley. The sense of tranquillity is enhanced by a relative
absence of dwellings, minimal sources of artificial noise and low levels of
traffic.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Strong sense of remoteness, isolation and tranquillity throughout.

Haweswater
Area LDNP-34
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

Great

Great

Great

Small

Small

Small

Intermediate

Intermediate

Intermediate
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Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Maintain strong sense of remoteness, isolation and tranquillity throughout.
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 35: Shap And Birkbeck Fells
Overview
This extensive Area of Distinctive Character is situated on the eastern edge of the
Lake District.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●

●
●

●

●
●

Rugged, Craggy Volcanic High Fell (F);
Upland Valley (H).

An extensive, bleak, open and remote moorland area, which feels very
isolated;
The landscape, predominantly grey and brown has a relatively rough, craggy
texture, with colours, patterns and moods affected by weather conditions;
Views out of the character area from higher land, with High Street dominating
views to the west, and glimpses of M6 traffic movement and development
outside the National Park to the east;
Individual valleys with scattered farms and houses in the north, south and
east (including Wet Sleddale reservoir) contrast with the surrounding open
moorland;
Predominantly a very tranquil landscape especially to the west. To the east
the road traffic along the A6 corridor disturbs the sense of tranquillity;
Large areas of plantation woodland along the eastern fringe of the Shap fells,
extending outside the National Park.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Shap And
Birkbeck Fells
Area LDNP-35
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

Great

Great

Great

Small

Large

Small

Intermediate

Great significance

Intermediate

●

●
●

●

Dramatic views in all directions, especially towards High Street to the west,
which are sensitive to interruption by tall vertical or large-scale developments;
Predominantly undeveloped character throughout.

Retain strong sense of openness, isolation and tranquillity throughout most of
the area;
Protect dramatic views in all directions, especially towards High Street to the
west, which are sensitive to interruption by all vertical or large-scale
developments;
Retain the predominantly undeveloped character throughout.
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 36: Calder Valley
Overview
The Calder Valley is situated at the western edge of the Lake District National
Park, to the north east of Seascale and Sellafield.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●
●

●
●
●

●
●
●
●
●

●

Lowland (D);
Rugged, Craggy Volcanic High Fell (F);
High Fell Fringe (J)
Gently meandering narrow course of the River Calder which is fringed by
patches of mixed woodland with a few dominant exotic conifers lower down
the valley;
Predominantly flat valley floor, comprising predominantly pastoral fields,
divided by a combination of mature hedgerows and occasional walls;
Relatively steep valley sides, which provide views across and along the valley;
an irregular patchwork of field boundaries;
Many old stone-faced kests (hedgebanks) and redundant hedgelines;
significant areas of rough upland grazing with the pattern of old intake
boundaries;
Ruins of Calder Abbey (built in 1134 for William de Meschines and the order of
Savigny) are a landscape feature;
Intricate and fairly small-scale field pattern, with fields following the line of the
river course;
General absence of settlements or farmsteads within the valley, other than
Calder Bridge, a small, nucleated village;
Very distinctive vernacular style in some buildings using the local red
sandstone which is also a feature of wall boundaries;
Dominating presence of Sellafield nuclear plant at the western end of the
valley (the river runs through the centre of the plant) can be seen from higher
up the valley;
Predominantly a tranquil landscape especially to the north east away from
Sellafield nuclear site. The sense of tranquillity is due to the openness and
perceived naturalness of the pastoral landscape.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

General absence of settlements and predominantly rural character

Calder Valley
Area LDNP-36
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

High

High

Moderate

Small

Medium

Small

Intermediate

Significant

Not significant
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Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

-

LDNP-52

Appendix 1: Landscape Character Tables

Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 37: Bleng And Irt Valleys
Overview
The Bleng and Irt Valleys Area of Distinctive Character is located in the west of the
National Park, to the west of Wastwater.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●
●
●
●
●

Key
characteristics

●
●

●

●

●
●
●

●

●
●

Lowland (D);
Rugged, Craggy Volcanic High Fell (F);
High Fell Fringe (J);
Upland Valley (H);
Estuary and Marsh (A).
Two valleys which link the lowland plain to the upland fells and are set against
the distinctive backdrop of the High Fell Fringe;
Gently undulating, peaceful landscape dominated by pastoral farmland in the
west and the large forests of Blengdale and Miterdale to the east where the
landscape becomes wilder and more rugged nearer to the High Fells to the
east;
Generally open with views throughout the area framed by irregular clumps of
woodland in the west, and views towards the edges of the High Fells to the
east;
Fine, large houses of the late 18th and 19th century, built by wealthy shipping
owners of West Cumbrian ports, form a distinctive element of the local
landscape. Good examples include Irton Hall, Steelfield Hall and Greenlands,
all with mature gardens and landscaping;
Areas of parkland associated with country houses;
Predominantly a tranquil landscape, especially towards the east away from the
busy coast route and towns of Santon Bridge and Gosforth;
The large dark conifer block in Miterdale contrast sharply with the lighter
coloured fell sides and natural contours. The conifer fringe on the eastern
edge of Whin Rigg is intrusive from many vantage points
Distinctive Irton ‘Pike’ at the western end of Whin Rigg, whose top cleared of
conifers provides views along the coastal plain, including the intimate
Ravenglass Estuary;
Blengdale forest includes some of the largest and tallest conifers in Cumbria;
Historic Native Woodland, late medieval settlement and veteran trees in
Miterdale.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Bleng And Irt
Valleys
Area LDNP-37
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

High

High

Moderate

Small

Small

Small

●

Generally strong sense of tranquillity;
Openness across the landscape which is vulnerable to interruption by large
scale or tall vertical elements.
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change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Intermediate
●

Intermediate

Not significant

Retain general strong sense of openness and tranquillity throughout the area
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AREA 38: GREAT AND LITTLE LANGDALE – Not Used
Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 39: Upper Windermere
Overview
This Area of Distinctive Character encompasses the northern half of Lake
Windermere, to the south of Ambleside, and is at the heart of the Lake District
National Park.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●
●
●
●

Key
characteristics

●

●

●
●

●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Rugged, Craggy Volcanic High Fell (F);
Upland Valley (H);
Low Fell (K);
Lowland Valley (M).
Broad Windermere Lake (the colour of which changes with seasonal weather
and light, with frequent mist inversions) surrounded by a soft and accessible
foreshore, and well wooded along the western shore;
Popular holiday destination town of Ambleside, with its fascinating history,
evolution and building character. From Medieval hillside settlement, to a
cluster of water-powered mills on Stock Ghyll, to post-railway Victorian tourist
resort. All phases are clearly visible in the buildings and identity today;
Late 17th century Bridge House, so small yet so well known, is the most
distinctive Lake District curiosity alongside the busy A591;
Superb series of grand houses for wealthy Lancashire industrialists form a key
component of the eastern shore of Windermere Lake, such as Dove Nest,
Brockhole, Cragwood and Langdale Chase, all set within garden designs of
high quality;
Strong sense of openness at the lakeshore, with dramatic views to the High
Fell setting of Fairfield Horseshoe to the north and Langdale Pikes to the north
west;
Sense of business within the landscape, as a result of the popularity of this
area as a visitor attraction;
Mix of woodland, parkland and pasture fields follows the lakeshore,
interspersed with mature ornamental exotic trees;
Upright slate and flag walls - formed from Brathay flags;
Cultural connections with early tourism industry, including Picturesque viewing
stations such as Queens Adelaide’s Hill and Claife Station;
Old steamer passenger boats – Teal and Tern;
Waterhead honey pot site attracting visitors feeding the mass of water birds,
boat hire and the promenade; and
Predominantly a tranquil landscape although it is locally disturbed by the
presence of Ambleside and the A591 on the eastern shore and the associated
traffic noise and high density of dwellings and settlements.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Upper
Windermere

Large-scale

●

Strong sense of openness and tranquillity at the lakeshore and on the lake;
Strong sense of tranquillity along the western shore.

Medium-scale
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Small-scale

Cumulative Impacts of Vertical Infrastructure
Area LDNP-39
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

High

High

High

None

Small

Small

-

Intermediate

Intermediate

●
●

Retain strong sense of openness along the lakeshore;
Retain strong sense of tranquillity along the western shore.
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 40: Troutbeck Valley
Overview
Troutbeck Valley is situated to the northeast of Lake Windermere (flowing into the
lake) towards the centre of the Lake District National Park.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●
●
●
●

Key
characteristics

●
●
●

●
●
●

●
●

●
●

●

●
●
●
●

Rugged, Craggy Volcanic High Fell (F);
Upland Valley (H);
High Fell Fringe (J);
Lowland Valley (M).
Very strong sense of tranquillity within this long, intimate and relatively
narrow valley;
A gradual transition from complex lowland valley character to open mountain
landscape in the upper valley (with fewer buildings);
Series of dispersed and relatively isolated farmsteads spread along the valley
sides, and surrounded by intricate patchworks of pasture fields (divided by a
series of stone walls and mature hedgerows) and copses of deciduous and
mixed woodland on the valley sides;
Historic, ancient walls survive in many places, including within hamlets;
Well wooded in the lower part of the valley, with a mix of copses, parkland
trees and trees in field boundaries;
Strong and instantly recognisable enclosure pattern of in-bye and intake land,
with undulating, glacial topography and larger fields in the upper valley and
patches of wood pasture;
Meandering course of the Trout Beck is lined with a mixture of improved
meadows and pasture;
Spectacular views along the valley towards Windermere Lake from the north
eastern (higher) end of the valley, and the conifer skyline of the Claife
beyond;
Troutbeck is an exceptionally distinctive linear village, being a series of
vernacular building groups strung along a sunny-facing hillside for over 2km;
The village stretches from Town End to Town Head, an harmonious
arrangement of rubble stone barns, peppered with rendered and limewashed
17th century Yeoman farmsteads. Town End House is a particularly distinctive
historic building and together with the large barn opposite, creates the finest
small group in the Lake District;
The village is the classic place to study and appreciate 17th century vernacular
architecture, with cylindrical chimneys, oak mullion windows, thick slate roofs
and typical bank barns;
Route of the Roman road –‘High Street’ passes through the valley;
Troutbeck Park Farm is spectacularly sited on the lower slopes of Kirkstone
Pass (one of the farms owned by Beatrix Potter);
At 1489 feet (454 metres), it is the highest road pass in the Lake District.
Consequently it provides stunning views over the Lakeland fells;
Predominantly a tranquil landscape away from Troutbeck and Town End. The
sense of tranquillity is due to a perceived sense of naturalness and relative
absence of dwellings away from the settlements.
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Cumulative Impacts of Vertical Infrastructure
Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Troutbeck
Valley
Area LDNP-40
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

High

High

Moderate

None

Small

Small

-

Intermediate

Not significant

●
●

Very strong sense of tranquillity away from the A592.

Maintain very strong sense of tranquillity throughout the area;
Maintain open views towards Lake Windermere and uncluttered skylines to the
north.
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 41: Kentmere Fells
Overview
This Area of Distinctive Character is situated towards the east of the Lake District
National Park, separating the Valleys of Kentmere and Longsleddale.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●
●

●

●

●
●
●
●

●

Rugged, Craggy Volcanic High Fell (F);
Upland Valley (H);
High Fell Fringe (J).
Overall, a very simple and open rugged mountain landscape, dominated by
outcrops of rock and scree, acid grass and bracken with occasional small
patches of woodland and juniper;
Predominantly un-enclosed common land, though enclosure becomes more
apparent on lower slopes and towards the southern edge of the area, where it
slopes down towards Kentmere and Longsleddale;
Very strong sense of tranquillity within the area as a result of difficulty of
limited vehicular access, topography and altitude and an almost complete lack
of settlement;
Kentmere reservoir, constructed in 1848 to store water for the many industrial
mills along the valley of the River Kent;
Wild and remote with long distance views;
Large crags and screes and classic glacial scenery at head of valley;
Predominantly a very tranquil landscape due to the openness and perceived
naturalness of the Kentmere Fells as well as the relative absence of dwellings
and settlements;
Kentmere Hall.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Kentmere
Fells
Area LDNP-41
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

High

High

High

Small

Small

Small

Intermediate

Intermediate

Intermediate

●

●
●

Strong sense of openness and remoteness throughout;
Strong sense of tranquillity at distance from the A591 road corridor.

Retain strong sense of openness and lack of development throughout;
Maintain strong sense of tranquillity (at a distance from the A591).
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 42: Kentmere Valley
Overview
This Area of Distinctive Character is situated within the east of the Lake District
National Park. Kentmere Valley, to the north east of Windermere.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●

●

●

Rugged, Craggy Volcanic High Fell (F);
Upland Valley (H);
High Fell Fringe (J).
A very long and relatively narrow valley, broadening in the central section with
the river Kent meandering along the valley floor;
Narrow single track road with grassy wild flower rich verges;
Strong feeling of enclosure and isolation due to the surrounding fells;
Lower slopes enclosed with stone walls, giving way to hedges along the valley
floor;
Large numbers of in field and boundary trees;
Pasture and meadow framed by patches of predominantly broadleaved
woodland with some patches of conifers giving a well wooded appearance;
With the exception of the busy village of Staveley at the entrance to the
valley, there is an overall strong sense of isolation and tranquillity. The loose–
grouped village of Kentmere, plus occasional scattered farmsteads dotted
along the valley sides represent a sparse settlement pattern;
Kentmere Village, with its very prominent church, fine fortified Kentmere Hall,
rugged vernacular rubble and render buildings, together with ancient organic
enclosure walls, forms a distinctive landscape component in views along the
valley;
Predominantly a tranquil landscape especially in the north due to the
openness and perceived naturalness of the steep sides to the surrounding fells
and river valleys.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Kentmere
Valley
Area LDNP-42
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

Great

Great

Moderate

None

Medium

Small

-

Significant

Not significant

●

Dramatic, open views from many places in the valley, which are sensitive to
interruption by tall vertical or large-scale developments.

Protect open views to and from the area from tall vertical or large-scale
developments.
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 43: Longsleddale Valley
Overview
This Area of Distinctive Character is situated towards the east of the National Park.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●
●

Rugged, Craggy Volcanic High Fell (F);
Upland Valley (H);
High Fell Fringe (J).

●

A long, narrow, enclosed, isolated and predominantly rural valley, flanked with
woodlands, lining the course of the River Sprint meandering its way from deep
within the High Fells to the north, towards the village of Garnett Bridge;
A single-track road with grassy flower rich verges provides the only form of
access to the valley, resulting in a strong sense of tranquillity, which is further
augmented by the sparse settlement pattern;
The small hamlet of Longsleddale towards the centre of the valley;
Network of stone walls and mature hedgerows lining field boundaries;
Predominantly a very tranquil landscape especially north of Bridge End due to
the openness and perceived naturalness of the narrow valley;
Large patches of broadleaved woodland and wood pasture along valley sides.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Overall strong sense of tranquillity.

Longsleddale
Valley
Area LDNP-43
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

High

High

Moderate

Small

Small

Small

Intermediate

Intermediate

Not significant

●

●
●
●

●
●

Maintain the sense of enclosure and isolation within the valley;
Retain overall strong sense of tranquillity.
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 44: Eskdale
Overview
Eskdale is situated at the south western corner of the Lake District National Park,
in close proximity to the western coast.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●
●
●
●
●

Key
characteristics

●

●
●

●
●
●

●

●
●
●

Estuary and Marsh (A);
Coastal Sandstone (E);
Rugged, Craggy Volcanic High Fell (F);
Upland Valley (H);
High Fell Fringe (J).
Long valley of contrasts, moving west to east from the broad coastal plain at
the western edge, to the soft, verdant, green landscape surrounding the river,
with cascading becks in the middle section, to the rugged, craggy and bleaker
mountain character at the eastern end of the valley;
Strong enclosure pattern of pink granite stone walls criss-crossing the dale
sides, which are clad in heather moorland and rough grass at higher altitudes;
Use of local pink granite, as boulders, river cobbles or quarried stone has
created the most distinctive and recognisable building character in the Lake
District. Also the use of St. Bees red sandstone in the 19th century for stone
dressings, adds to the identity and sense of place;
Large patches of woodland, broadleaved, mixed and coniferous give a well
wooded feel apart from at the eastern end of the valley;
Steep and dramatic twisting path of Hardknott Pass leads visitors into and out
of the valley at the eastern end;
Muncaster Castle, with its extensive gardens and woodland is a striking
landscape feature perched on a high shelf above the floor of the valley at its
western end;
Meandering River Esk, which often cascades and tumbles down the valley and
is lined with patches of linear woodland, provides the central focus of the
area;
Accessible and popular landscape;
Series of tarns perched above the valley sides (including Blea Tarn and Stony
Tarn);
Predominantly a tranquil valley especially at the foot of the High Fells in the
east. The strong sense of tranquillity is due to the openness and perceived
naturalness of the valley in addition to the relative absence of settlements and
night time light pollution.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Strong sense of isolation, tranquillity and sense of place throughout

Eskdale
Area LDNP-44
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

Great

High

Moderate

Small

Small

Small
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change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Intermediate
●

Intermediate

Not significant

Maintain strong sense of isolation, tranquillity and sense of place throughout.
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 45: Ulpha And Corney Fell
Overview
This upland Area of Distinctive Character is located in the south west of the
National Park, inland from Ravenglass and between Eskdale and Dunnerdale.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●
●
●
●
●

Key
characteristics

●

●
●

●
●

●
●

Rugged Angular Slate High Fell (G);
Rugged, Craggy Volcanic High Fell (F);
Upland Valley (H);
Lowland Valley (M);
High Fell Fringe (J).
Often elevated, open and expansive with dramatic views of the coast and
estuary to the west and the Scafell range to the east from many areas
including from narrow fell roads;
A rich archaeology of settlement and working of the land, which contrasts with
the present apparently empty and natural landscape;
The lack of tall vegetation and development mean that the changing effects of
light, weather and season are particularly important to the appearance and
atmosphere of the landscape;
Extensive tracts of degraded peatland habitat;
Distinctive features in the area include Devoke water, discreet areas of
improved pasture carved out of the fell associated with sheilings and
consolidated as farms;
Single-track, unenclosed fell roads across an elevated landscape;
Predominantly a tranquil area especially on the fells where there is a strong
sense of openness and perception of naturalness.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Ulpha And
Corney Fell
Area LDNP-45
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

Great

Great

Great

Small

Small

Small

Intermediate

Intermediate

Intermediate

●
●

●
●
●

Strong sense of openness, which is vulnerable to development;
Strong sense of tranquillity throughout;
General absence of settlement, built structures or enclosure.

Retain strong sense of openness, which is vulnerable to interruption from tall
vertical or large scale developments;
Protect open and panoramic views westwards towards the coastline and
seascape;
Maintain strong sense of tranquillity throughout.
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 46: Upper Dunnerdale
Overview
This Area of Distinctive Character is situated towards the south of the Lake District
National Park, to the south-east of Eskdale. It follows the upper reaches of the
River Duddon from Wrynose Bottom to the southern extent of Dunnerdale Forest.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●
●

Rugged, Craggy Volcanic High Fell (F);
Lowland Valley (M).

An intimate and enclosed, relatively narrow valley, following the upper reaches
of the River Duddon;
Craggy, small farms in upper valley;
Views dominated by a dramatic backdrop of sweeping High Fells (including the
Old Man of Coniston and Scafell Pike) and moorland to the north and the
imposing, regular form of Dunnerdale Forest to the west;
Very strong sense of remoteness, isolation, wildness and tranquillity, as a
result of the enclosing topography and sparse road network and settlement
pattern;
Strong sense of time depth, as a result of the pattern of isolated traditional
stone farmsteads (such as Cockley Beck and High Wallabarrow) and
associated stone walls which snake along the valley bottom, large intake
fields- walls dominant;
Eastern edge of the valley is accessed via the dramatic, steep and winding fell
road over Wrynose Pass, which runs over Wrynose Fell from Little Langdale
valley to the east, and along Wrynose bottom (at the foot of a classic Ushaped glaciated valley);
Intimate scale intensified by the rough, rocky texture of surrounding pikes,
crags and gills;
Historic and cultural associations with Wordsworth.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Upper
Dunnerdale
Area LDNP-46
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

High

High

High

Small

Small

Small

Intermediate

Intermediate

Intermediate

●

●
●

Open views to surrounding High Fells, which are vulnerable to interruption by
tall vertical or largescale developments;
Very strong sense of isolation, remoteness, wildness and tranquillity;
throughout most of the area.

Protect open views to surrounding High Fells from tall vertical or large-scale
developments;
Maintain very strong sense of isolation, remoteness, wildness and tranquillity;
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structures

throughout most of the area.
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AREA 47: LOW FURNESS FELLS – not used

Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 48: Claife Heights And Latterbarrow
Overview
This Area of Distinctive Character is situated towards the south east of the Lake
District National Park, to the southwest of Ambleside.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●
●
●
●

Key
characteristics

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

●
●
●
●

Rugged, Craggy Volcanic High Fell (F);
Upland Valley (H);
Low Fell (K);
Lowland Valley (M).
A hummocky patchwork of woodland, wet pasture, mires and tarns;
Dramatic views across Lake Windermere to the east and Esthwaite Water to
the west; and panoramic views from Latterbarrow;
Sinuous form of Elterwater, situated at the eastern confluence of the Great
and Little Langdale valleys and surrounded by patches of soft woodland;
Strong sense of enclosure provided by woodland and hedgerow-lined lanes;
Latterbarrow forms a dramatic backdrop within views westwards across
Windermere outside the area;
Coniferous dominated woodland on the south Claife ridge;
A network of quiet, narrow winding lanes enclosed by hedgerows;
Flag (or shard) walls are a localised feature;
Hawkshead is a unique, late medieval market town, with the greatest
concentration of listed buildings in the Lake District. Very distinctive pattern of
narrow streets, squares and courtyards, some cobbled, with rendered and
limewashed houses and cottages, rare examples of upper floor timber –
framed buildings. Some Victorian slate stone imposing buildings, with the 16th
/ 17th century large, elevated parish church forming a focal point for the
wider area;
Hawkshead has strong historic and cultural associations with Beatrix Potter
and Wordsworth;
Canon Rawnsley connections with Low Wray;
The picturesque Grade II Listed viewing station at Claife Station;
Strong sense of tranquillity in the landscape extending from the western shore
of Windermere. The sense of tranquillity is enhanced by the relative absence
of dwellings and settlements and minimal sources of artificial noise.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Claife Heights
And
Latterbarrow
Area LDNP-48
Sensitivity to

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

High

High

High

●

Dramatic, panoramic open views across Lake Windermere and surrounding
fells, which are vulnerable to interruption from tall vertical or large-scale
developments;
A force for change are communication developments leading to increased
visual clutter from mobile phone and radio masts;
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vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

None

Small

Medium

-

Intermediate

Significant

●

●

Protect dramatic panoramic open views across Lake Windermere and
surrounding fells and also northwards from Latterbarrow from tall vertical or
large-scale developments;
Mitigate landscape impact of any new communications infrastructure.
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 49: Lower Windermere
Overview
Lower Windermere Area of Distinctive Character is situated to towards the south
of the Lake District National Park, and encompasses the settlements of
Windermere and Bowness-on-Windermere.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●
●

●
●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●
●

Upland Valley (H);
Low Fell (K);
Lowland Valley (M).
Southern half of Windermere Lake, with its extensive ancient semi-natural
woodland right down to the lake shores, punctuated by scattered large
residences, provides a strong sense of enclosure;
Set back from the immediate lakeshore to the east and west on rising ground,
wooded and open rocky outcrops and knolls;
Eastern shore dominated by large private houses, villas and hotels, with
nationally important Arts and Crafts buildings, in particular Broadleys (Voysey)
and Blackwell (Baillie Scott). Many house have their own boathouses and
jetties, as well as gardens / grounds laid out by eminent designers, some with
exotic planting and parkland;
Distinctive Belle Isle, with its iconic late 18th century round house, epitomising
the picturesque ideals sits in a woodland setting to the west of Bowness on
Windermere and punctuates open views across the lake;
The Belsfield, largest and finest Italianate building in the Lake District, built in
1840 with its smooth rendered walls and crisp detailing, is the dominant
feature overlooking Bowness Bay;
Mixture of Victorian and more modern buildings within Bowness on
Windermere, overlooking the lake, with a cluster of buildings at the lakeshore,
associated with Windermere lake steamers;
Colourful steamers and yachts punctuate views across the lake;
Windermere town, to the north of Bowness, a unique Victorian creation
following the arrival of the railway in 1847. Imposing and ornate hotels, in
particular the Windermere Hotel, guest houses, terraces, shops, built in grey
slate stone, often with buff sandstone or limestone dressings and fretted
barge boards, produces a distinctive urban character;
Bustling town of Bowness, a unique Victorian creation following the arrival of
the railway in 1847. Imposing and ornate hotels, in particular the Windermere
Hotel, guest houses, terraces, shops, built in grey slate stone, often with buff
sandstone or limestone dressings and fretted barge boards, produces a
distinctive urban character;
Once separate settlements, Windermere and Bowness coalesced in the mid to
late 20th century, with the building of large estates and residential infill of
large grounds. However, the town still appears heavily wooded, when viewed
from elevated positions;
Cultural connections with growing tourism industry, including Picturesque
viewing stations such as Queens Adelaide’s Hill and Claife Stations;
Predominantly a tranquil valley away from Bowness/ Windermere, Ferry Nab
and Lakeside Piers and A590 and A592 due to the perceived naturalness of
the landscape, and the relative absence of dwellings and settlements.
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Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Lower
Windermere
Area LDNP-49
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

High

High

High

None

Small

Small

-

Intermediate

Intermediate

●

●
●

Open views across Lake Windermere, which are vulnerable to interruption by
tall vertical or largescale developments;
Forces for change are communication developments leading to increased
visual clutter from mobile phone and radio mast.

Maintain open views across Lake Windermere;
Mitigate landscape impact of any new communications infrastructure.
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 50: Crook
Overview

Sub –types
included within
this area

This Area of Distinctive Character is situated to the east of Windermere and sits
mostly within the Low Fells (K) Landscape Character Type.
●
●
●
●

Key
characteristics

●

●
●
●

●
●

Upland Valley (H);
High Fell Fringe (J);
Low Fell (K);
Lowland Valley (M).
Small-scale, intimate hummocky rural landscape, consisting of a small-scale
patchwork of pastoral fields, crossed by myriad narrow lanes, connecting the
hamlets and scattered farms;
Distinctive rocky outcrops and clumps of trees within fields are a defining
landscape feature;
A very peaceful landscape, with a strong sense of tranquillity at distance from
the A5074 and A591;
Hedges and walls lining roads often limit views across the landscape from the
roads, but good viewpoints over the area can be reached by climbing up the
small rocky outcrops;
Recognisable sense of place is provided by views to higher areas, such as
Lord’s Lot;
Predominantly a highly tranquil area, away from Windermere and the
associated trunk roads, due to the relative absence of dwellings and
settlements and minimal sources of artificial noise.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Crook
Area LDNP-50
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

High

High

Moderate

None

Small

Small

-

Intermediate

Not significant

●

Panoramic views across the surrounding landscape from Lord’s Lot and rocky
knolls, which are vulnerable to interruption from tall vertical or large-scale
developments.

Protect uncluttered panoramic views across the surrounding landscape from
Lord’s Lot and smaller rocky outcrops from tall vertical or large-scale
developments.
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 51: Cunswick And Scout Scar
Overview
This Area of Distinctive Character is located in the east of the National Park.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●

●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Coastal Limestone (C);
Low Fell (K).

Flower-rich limestone grassland with scattered juniper, gorse and hawthorn;
Open fell tops with 360 degree views;
Small-scale open, gently rolling low fell and farmland landscape, with a
patchwork of pastoral farmland alternating with woodland clumps (both
deciduous and coniferous);
Patchwork of limestone drystone walls and hedgerows delineating field
patterns;
Distinct west-facing line of steep, wooded limestone scarps;
Gentle hilly topography of drumlins allows far-reaching views of the
surrounding Low Fells from several locations;
Heavily used recreational open access land for quiet pursuits;
‘Mushroom’ shelter/viewpoint 360 degree panoramic views – Lake District,
Yorkshire Dales (including Inglebrough), Kent Estuary and Morecambe Bay;
Radio and mobile phone mast dominance above Scott Scar quarry car park;
Predominantly a tranquil and peaceful area away from the A5074 and A591,
due to the relative absence of large settlements or sources of artificial noise.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Cunswick And
Scout Scar
Area LDNP-51
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

High

High

Moderate

None

Medium

Small

-

Significant

Not significant

●

Open views across the area in all directions, including the coast to the south,
which are vulnerable to interruption by tall vertical or large-scale built
developments;

Protect open views across the area towards wooded low fell beyond and the
coast to the south from tall vertical or large-scale developments.
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 52: Ravenglass And Bootle
Overview
The Ravenglass and Bootle Area of Distinctive Character forms part of the coastal
strip in the south west of the National Park.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Key
characteristics

●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●

●

●
●
●
●

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●
●
●
●

Coastal Sandstone (E);
Estuary and Marsh (A);
Coastal Margins (B);
Lowland (D);
High Fell Fringe (J);
Rugged Angular Slate High Fell (F);
Rugged Angular Slate High Fell (G).
Ravenglass, the only coastal settlement in the Lake District, has a very special
character, at the estuary of the Rivers Esk, Mite and Irt;
The village was formerly a busy port and market centre. Its continuous
frontage of mainly rendered buildings of the 18th and 19th centuries, facing a
broad main street, fossilises the medieval street layout. Viewed from the
shore, the village grows out of the granite and red sandstone robust sea wall
An open coastline with sand and shingle, sandy beaches and dunes, with the
underlying geology occasionally showing in the form of low sandstone cliffs;
The Ravenglass estuary with intertidal mudflats and saltmarsh framed by
extensive sand dunes;
Flat to gently undulating and sloping coastal landscape, which falls from east
to west towards the sea;
Predominantly pastoral farmland where the generally regular fields are divided
by a mixture of hedgerows, dry stone walls, kests and wire fences;
Kests (stone and turf walls) built using rounded river cobbles embedded in
alternating layers of turf;
Rising High Fells (including Black Combe and the wooded side of Muncaster
Fell) to the east, provide a dramatic backdrop and contribute to a strong
sense of place and enclosure;
Predominantly open landscape, with open views northwards along the
coastline, landmark features include Sellafield power station (to the north) and
the windfarm (south of Silecroft) and Eskmeals firing range;
Several narrow, single-track lanes connect the area with beaches to the west;
Vast, expansive seascape to the west;
Sense of tranquillity within the area varies, dependent on proximity to the
hustle and bustle of Ravenglass and the Sellafield power station;
Predominantly a tranquil area away from the A595 due to the openness and
perception of naturalness of the coast along with the relative absence of
dwellings and settlements and sources of artificial noise.
Open views towards the rising High Fells of Black Combe;
Open views across a vast, expansive seascape to the west;
Strong sense of openness throughout;
Forces for change include an increase in development around Sellafield and
other similar industrial complexes resulting in visually intrusive buildings in
open landscape
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Cumulative Impacts of Vertical Infrastructure
Ravenglass
And Bootle
Area LDNP-52
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

High

High

High

Medium

Very large

Small

Significant

Great significance

Intermediate

●

●

Retain open uncluttered views towards rising High Fells (Black Combe) which
provide a dramatic backdrop, and open uncluttered views across a vast,
expansive seascape to the west;
Retain strong sense of openness throughout.

LDNP-74

Appendix 1: Landscape Character Tables
Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 53: Lower Dunnerdale
Overview
This Area of Distinctive Character is situated towards the south of the Lake District
National Park and encompasses the lower reaches of the River Duddon.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●

●

●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Rugged Angular Slate High Fell (F);
Lowland Valley (M).

Varied character, encompassing an intricate patchwork of habitats with
woodland, pasture, meadows and farmland following the course of the River
Duddon;
Scattered settlement pattern including small historic settlement of Seathwaite
and numerous isolated farmsteads, many at high altitude, some being
abandoned;
Extensive areas of woodland (mainly deciduous ancient semi-natural
woodland, with some conifer content and some small conifer blocks) clothe
the western valley sides, following the course of the gently meandering River
Duddon with local concentrations of wild daffodil in spring;
Strong sense of enclosure provided by surrounding fells;
Vast expanses of woodland within Ulpha Park and Rainsbarrow provide a
strong sense of enclosure and are recognisable landscape features;
Deeply incised, intimate-scale, enclosed wooded gorge to the north of High
Wallowbarrow;
Distinctive, sinuous field patterns, delineated by stone walls, often at high
altitudes on the fell sides;
Pattern of prehistoric cairn fields, ring boundaries, hut circles and field
systems on Thwaites Fell;
Strong connectivity of habitats, particularly woodland;
Strong sense of isolation, wildness and tranquillity throughout the valley;
Large intake fields on plateau above woodland ridge;
Heather on High Wallowbarrow Crag, which is a popular climbing location; and
Predominantly a very tranquil area due to the perception of openness and
naturalness of the valley as result of the relative absence of settlement or
dwellings.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Open views towards the sea and High Fells, which are vulnerable to
interruption.

Lower
Dunnerdale
Area LDNP-53
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

Great

Great

Great

Small

Small

Small

Intermediate

Intermediate

Intermediate

LDNP-75

Cumulative Impacts of Vertical Infrastructure
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

●
●

Maintain strong sense of isolation, wildness and tranquillity throughout;
Protect open views to and from the area from tall vertical or large-scale
developments.

LDNP-76
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 54: Broughton And Torver
Overview
This Area of Distinctive Character is situated towards the south west of the Lake
District National Park, to the west of Coniston Water and east of Dunnerdale.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●
●
●
●

Key
characteristics

Coastal Margins (B);
Rugged, Craggy Volcanic High Fell (F);
Low Fells (K);
Lowland Valley (M).

●

Ridge and hummocky topography which encompasses a network of pastoral
fields with rocky knolls delineated by hedgerows and slate stone walls;
Frequent small patches of deciduous woodland with generally soft edges,
frame surrounding fields;
Strong sense of enclosure on lower-lying ground, contrasting with wide views
from rocky knolls towards Torver Low Common;
Views generally limited to short distances as a result of the surrounding higher
landscapes and patches of woodland;
Single, mature infield and boundary trees, mainly oak and ash, are a feature;
Area of lowland raised mire at Heathwaite Moss;
At the centre of Broughton in Furness is a unique mid 18th century formally
laid out Market Square, with its Town Hall, tall merchants houses and central
obelisk. Most of the town is rendered and has a very strong visual coherence;
Broughton Tower, immediately north of the Market Square, developed from a
14th century fortified tower to an 18th and 19th century gothicised mansion.
It forms a prominent landscape feature, enhanced by its extensive parkland
setting;
Good examples of rugged limewashed farmhouses, with large bank barns and
outbuildings in grey slates and mudstones, are scattered over the area;
Tranquillity is locally disturbed along the road corridors of the A593 and
A5084;
Predominantly a tranquil area due to openness and perception of naturalness
of the landscape well the relative absence of settlements and sources of
artificial noise;
Large area of coniferous plantation at Broughton Moor.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

-

Broughton
And Torver
Area LDNP-54
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

High

High

Moderate

Small

Small

Small

Intermediate

Intermediate

Not significant

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

●

●
●
●

LDNP-77

Cumulative Impacts of Vertical Infrastructure
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

-

LDNP-78
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 55: Coniston Water
Overview
This Area of Distinctive Character is situated to the west of Lake Windermere,
Hawkeshead and Grizedale Forest.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●
●
●
●

Key
characteristics

●
●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

Rugged, Craggy Volcanic High Fell (F);
Low Fells (K);
Low Fell Fringe (L);
Lowland Valley (M).
Strong sense of enclosure provided by surrounding Low Fells (which are
densely wooded along the eastern shore);
Sense of tranquillity, enclosure and intimacy on the lake, with spectacular
views to dramatic surrounding fells. Boats play an important part in the
composition of the landscape;
Generally muted landscape with a coherent colour composition of greens,
greys and blues with extensive broadleaved woodlands contributing seasonal
colour;
Coniston, a large village with its industrial history of slate quarrying, copper
mining, railway and tourism strongly reflected in its grey and green slate
houses, terraces, hotels and public buildings, giving a unified appearance;
Coniston village and lake are inextricably linked, visually, historically,
economically and through present tourist activities. The village sits
comfortably within the landscape and viewed from the Brantwood area, the
superb combination of lake, village and fells is probably unsurpassed in the
Lake District;
Coniston Old Hall standing proudly on the lake shore;
Designed estate landscape associated with the 18th and 19th century Monk
Coniston Estate at the northern end of the lake including the wider landscape
and Tarn Hows;
Historic and cultural links with Ruskin (whose house and garden at Brantwood,
overlooks the Lake) and Arthur Ransome. Also with Donald Campbell and his
attempts on the world water-speed record;
Predominantly a tranquil area away from the A5084 due to the openness and
perceived naturalness of the valley and the associated Coniston Water.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Extensive views to surrounding high fells

Coniston
Water
Area LDNP-55
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

Great

Great

Moderate

Small

Small

Small

Intermediate

Intermediate

Not significant

LDNP-79

Cumulative Impacts of Vertical Infrastructure
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Protect views from tall vertical or large-scale developments.

LDNP-80
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 56: Grizedale And Satterthwaite
Overview
Grizedale and Satterthwaite ADC is situated towards the southern edge of the
Lake District National Park, between Lake Windermere to the east and Coniston
Water to the west.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●

●

●

●
●
●
●
●
●

Low Fells (K);
Lowland Valley (M).

Vast, dense expanse of mostly coniferous woodland underlain by a generally
hummocky and craggy topography with broadleaved woodland remaining in
places;
Strong sense of enclosure and remoteness within the Forest, despite the
accessibility of the landscape, which is criss-crossed by a network of
pedestrian and cycle trails;
Narrow course of Grizedale Beck runs through a clearing at the centre of the
woodland. Its patchwork of lush pasture fields, divided by stone walls and
hedges, provides contrast to the surrounding woodland;
Different shades of green dominate the visual composition of this landscape;
Unusual environmental art and sculptures within the forest;
Forest is dominant landscape feature as the backdrop within views from
adjacent Coniston Water and Windermere Lake;
Clear highest view point in forest Carron Crag poking up through trees;
Popular area for recreation;
Predominantly very tranquil landscape associated with the dense woodland
and relative absence of settlements, dwellings and major roads.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Grizedale And
Satterthwaite
Area LDNP-56
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

Great

Great

Moderate

Small

Small

Small

Intermediate

Intermediate

Not significant

●

●
●

Sense of openness within Grizedale Beck Valley corridor
Forces for change are communication developments leading to increased
visual clutter from mobile phone masts and inappropriately designed transport
schemes

Retain strong sense of enclosure and remoteness within the Forest;
Retain sense of openness within Grizedale Beck Valley corridor

LDNP-81

Cumulative Impacts of Vertical Infrastructure
Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 57: Esthwaite
Overview
Esthwaite is situated to the south west of Claife Heights, west of Lake Windermere
and east of Coniston Water – towards the south of the Lake District National Park.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●

●
●
●
●
●

●

Low Fells (K);
Lowland Valley (M).

Esthwaite Water – a relatively narrow and shallow lake, which is set amongst
green fields and bounded by woods and reeds;
Hilly wooded setting of lake and catchment providing a backdrop;
Strong sense of remoteness, tranquillity and calm within the intricate
landscape;
Classic views over the lake to the dramatic outline of distant Langdale Pikes to
the north west;
Historic and cultural associations with Beatrix Potter due to proximity to Near
Sawrey village to the east;
Predominantly a tranquil area due to the relative absence of dwellings and
settlements outside Hawkshead and Near Sawrey with minimal sources of
artificial noise;
A focal point for late 18th and 19th century Villas such as Belmount and
Esthwaite Lodge.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Esthwaite
Area LDNP-57
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

High

High

High

None

Small

Small

-

Intermediate

Intermediate

●

Maintain strong sense of remoteness and tranquillity throughout;
Retain open views towards the Langdale Pikes.

●

●

Open views towards the Langdale Pikes, which are vulnerable to the
introduction of tall vertical or large-scale developments;
Forces for change include communication developments leading to increased
visual clutter from mobile phone masts and inappropriately designed transport
schemes.

LDNP-82
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 58: Dale Park
Overview
Dale Park Area of Distinctive Character is situated towards the south of the Lake
District National Park, to the east of Grizedale Forest, south of Esthwaite Water
and west of Lake Windermere.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Low Fells (K);
Lowland Valley (M).

Extensive broadleaved woodlands; including ex-coppice woodlands, and
dense, coniferous plantations which give a strong sense of enclosure;
Isolated pockets of pasture within woodland setting;
Intimate-scale, yet open corridor of Dale Park Beck, which separates Dale Park
woodlands from Grizedale Forest to the west;
Mature, designed parkland landscape associated with Graythwaite Hall
(towards the east of the area);
Glimpses of views towards Lake Windermere to the east and Esthwaite Water
to the north and Coniston Fells to the west;
Hummocky, rough texture of underlying geology of the fells, visible at the
surface, and open heath in higher parts of the south of the area;
Woodland is interspersed with numerous streams and springs;
Strong sense of enclosure throughout most of the area as a result of the
combination of rolling topography, and woodland and plantation forestry;
Predominantly a tranquil area due to the relative absence of settlements,
minor sources of artificial noise and perceived naturalness of the landscape.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Dale Park
Area LDNP-58
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

High

High

Moderate

Small

Small

Small

Intermediate

Intermediate

Not significant

●
●

Strong sense of place provided by views across Esthwaite Water and Lake
Windermere, which are sensitive to interruption by tall vertical or large-scale
developments and loss of views as conifer plantations mature.

Maintain an overall sense of tranquillity throughout;
Retain strong sense of place by maintaining views across Esthwaite Water
and Lake Windermere.

LDNP-83

Cumulative Impacts of Vertical Infrastructure
Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 59: Whitbarrow And The Winster Valley
Overview
This Landscape Character Area is situated towards the south of the Lake District
National Park, to the east of Lake Windermere.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●
●
●
●

Key
characteristics

●

●
●
●

●

Low Fells (K)
Coastal Margins (B);
Coastal Limestone (C);
Lowland Valley (M).
Small-scale, intimate, low fell mosaic landscape with a great variety of
different habitats, including large areas of deciduous and coniferous
woodland, orchards, pastoral fields and the valley of the River Winster;
Frequent outcrops of underlying limestone, for example Whitbarrow Scar, a
dominant, high landmark feature;
From higher locations, stunning views over the colourful mosaic landscape and
Lake Windermere to the west;
A scattering of vernacular rubble and render farmhouses and stone barns
nestling into the valley sides, adds a significant element to the landscape scale
and character;
Predominantly a tranquil area due to the relative absence of dwellings,
settlements, minimal sources of artificial noise and night time light pollution.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Whitbarrow
And The
Winster Valley
Area LDNP-59
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

Great

Great

Moderate

None

Medium

Small

-

Significant

Not significant

●

-

Protect far-reaching views across adjacent landscapes from interruption by tall
vertical or large-scale developments.

LDNP-84
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 60: Black Combe
Overview
This Area of Distinctive Character is situated towards the western edge of the Lake
District National Park, to the north of Silecroft and east of Bootle.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●

●
●
●

●

●
●

High Fell Fringe (J);
High Fell (G).

A distinctive high fell landscape which is relatively open and dominated by
large expanses of grassy moorland and bracken with some heather, which
exhibits a muted combination of greens and browns with highlights of
seasonal colour;
Generally strong sense of openness and smooth texture, due to low-growing
vegetation;
Occasional rocky outcrops of underlying geology punctuate the smooth
moorland and are visible at the surface;
Long distance, panoramic views from the highest points across expansive
horizons of sea and sky to the west, across adjacent pastoral farmland to the
southeast and towards the high fells to the north;
Strong sense of remoteness, isolation, wildness and tranquillity as a result of
the complete absence of minor roads (the only access being via the footpath
network);
General absence of main roads and almost complete lack of settlement;
Predominantly a strong sense of tranquillity due to the openness and
perceived naturalness of the fell landscape.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Black Combe
Area LDNP-60
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

Great

Great

Great

Medium

Small

Small

Significant

Intermediate

Intermediate

●

●
●

Generally strong sense of openness throughout;
Long distance, panoramic views across the sea, which are vulnerable to
interruption from tall vertical or large-scale developments.

Maintain a generally strong sense of openness and tranquillity throughout;
Protect views to and from the area and distant panoramic views across the
sea from interruption by tall vertical or large-scale developments.

LDNP-85

Cumulative Impacts of Vertical Infrastructure
Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 61: Whicham Valley
Overview
This Area of Distinctive Character is situated at the south western edge of the
Lake District National Park, to the north of Silecroft and south of Black Combe.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●
●
●
●

Key
characteristics

●
●

●

●
●
●
●
●

●

High Fell Fringe (J);
Lowland Valley (M);
High Fell (G);
Rugged/Craggy Volcanic High Fell (F)
Flat to very gently rolling, low-lying topography rising through a transition to
more upland character at the north eastern extremity of the area;
Dramatic and strong sense of containment provided by the suddenly rising
mass of Black Combe to the north, with its distinctive steep conical outliers of
Whirl Pippin and Knott Hill beside the A595;
Landscape dominated by a relatively regular network of rich pasture fields,
used for dairying, and delineated by a series of low, trimmed hedges for the
most part, changing to stone walls on the higher ground to the northeast
Small scattered patches of woodland, including some conifer blocks
Sinuous belts of mainly deciduous trees meander through the landscape;
Open views from the western end of the valley, dominated by sea and sky;
Landscape dotted with isolated farmsteads and buildings, including Whicham
Hall;
Predominantly rural landscape, with a relatively strong sense of tranquillity
overall, particularly to the south of the area, at distance from the A595 main
road corridor;
Locally disturbed sense of tranquillity due to the traffic noise present on the
busy A595 from Wincham to Broughton in Furness, and trains on the west
coast railway line.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Whicham
Valley
Area LDNP-61
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

High

High

Slight

Medium

Large

Small

Significant

Significant

Not significant

●

Open views from the western end of the valley and the slopes of Black
Combe, that are vulnerable to interruption from tall vertical or large scale
developments.

Protect open views to and from the area from tall vertical or large-scale
developments.

LDNP-86
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 62 Blawith Fells
Overview
This A DC is situated at the southern edge of the Lake District National Park
(extending outside the boundary to the south) to the south west of Coniston
Water.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●
●

●
●

●
●
●
●

●
●
●

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

●
●

lawith Fells
Area LDNP-62
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Coastal Margins (B);
Low Fell (K);
Low Fell Fringe (L).
A rough textured low fell, moorland and hummocky grassland landscape with
extensive patches of bracken and gorse punctuated by grey, rocky outcrops;
A series of small tarns including Beacon Tarn and Burney Tarn;
A harmonious landscape in terms of colours which vary in spectrum from
greens and yellows in the Spring and Summer to browns and greens in the
Autumn and Winter);
Dramatic views eastwards towards Coniston Water, within its predominantly
wooded setting, contribute to recognisable sense of place;
At distance, low fells provide a backdrop and form the horizon;
From Kirkby Moor in the south, dramatic views south westwards across the
Duddon Estuary;
Occasional single deciduous trees punctuate an otherwise predominantly open
landscape with patches of ancient semi-natural deciduous woodland around
the periphery of the higher ground;
A strong sense of tranquillity;
The landscape is criss-crossed by a network of narrow roads, often lined with
fences or hedges;
Predominantly a tranquil landscape away from the A593, A5064 and A5092
due to the openness and perceived naturalness of the fell landscape.
Dramatic views eastwards towards Coniston Water, which contribute to
recognisable sense of place, and are vulnerable to interruption by tall vertical
or large-scale developments;
Uncluttered skylines sensitive to inappropriate development;
Strong sense of openness and isolation in several locations.

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

High

High

High

Small

Small

Medium

Intermediate

Intermediate

Significant

●
●

Maintain strong sense of openness and isolation in key locations;
Protect the uncluttered skyline from inappropriate vertical development.

LDNP-87

Cumulative Impacts of Vertical Infrastructure
Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 63: Rusland And Crake Valleys
Overview
This area of Distinctive Character is situated towards the south of Grizedale and
Coniston Water and comprises the Rusland Valley, the Crake Valley and the hills in
between.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Coastal Margins (B);
Low Fell (K);
Estuary and Marsh (A).
Large patches of deciduous woodlands and some conifer plantations, which
provide a strong sense of enclosure and intimacy as well as texture and
seasonal colour;
The gently meandering corridors of the Rivers Crake and Rusland Pool;
Rolling topography of small hills and hidden valleys channels the viewing
experience;
Network of narrow, gently winding roads which criss-cross the landscape;
Patchwork of pasture fields with rock outcrops which are predominantly
delineated by a network of mature hedgerows and stone walls;
Area of lowland raised mire at Rusland Moss;
Several nucleated hamlets, such as a Oxen Park and Bouth, which nestle
within the surrounding landscape;
Mature landscape structure, with areas of parkland, pollards and mature
deciduous trees in fields, within hedgerows and lining road corridors;
Dramatic open views across the Leven Estuary from the south of the area;
Sense of place provided by dramatic rising backdrop of wooded fells to the
north;
Predominantly a tranquil area due to the openness of the fells and the
perceived naturalness of the landscape. In addition there is a relative absence
of settlements and minimal sources of artificial noise.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Rusland And
Crake Valleys
Area LDNP-63
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

High

High

Moderate

Small

Small

Small

Intermediate

Intermediate

Not significant

●

Views to wooded backdrop, which are sensitive to interruption by tall vertical
or large-scale developments

Protect views towards wooded backdrop to valleys from interruption by tall
vertical or large-scale developments.

LDNP-88
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structures

LDNP-89

Cumulative Impacts of Vertical Infrastructure
Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 64: Haverthwaite And Leven Estuary
Overview
This area of Distinctive Character is situated towards the south of the Lake District
National Park, to the south-west of Lake Windermere and continues outside the
park boundary to the south.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●
●
●
●

Key
characteristics

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Coastal Mosses (B2);
Low Fell Fringe (L);
Low Fells (K)
Lowland Valley (M).
Winding channel of the River Leven, which is fringed with sand and mudflats
at low tide;
Dramatic open views southwards along the river channel;
Coastal mosses at Roundsea;
Sense of containment provided by backdrop of low, predominantly wooded
fells to the north;
Series of predominantly green, wooded and open mosses adjacent to the
River channel;
Regular network of drainage ditches at field boundaries;
Landscape pattern of pasture fields, interspersed with patches of woodland;
Nucleated traditional village of Haverthwaite, with its cluster of render and
limewashed house and large stone barns;
Important parkland landscape at Holker Hall;
Predominantly a disturbed sense of tranquillity due to road noise and the
visual intrusion of the A590 and the edge of Haverthwaite;
Roudsea Wood National Nature Reserve comprising important deciduous
woodland and raised mire.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Haverthwaite
And Leven
Estuary
Area LDNP-64
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

High

High

Slight

Small

Large

Small

Intermediate

Significant

Not significant

●

●

Dramatic open views southwards along the river channel, which are vulnerable
to interruption by tall vertical or large-scale developments;
Forces for change include overhead wires and pylons, particularly to the south
of the area.

Protect dramatic views southwards along the river channel from tall vertical or
large-scale developments.

LDNP-90
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Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 65: Backbarrow And Bigland
Overview
This Area of Distinctive Character is situated immediately to the south of
Windermere and to the north west of Cartmel.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●

●

●
●
●
●

●
●
●
●
●

Low Fell Fringe (L);
Lowland Valley (M).

Combination of industrial valley and extensive allotment landscape of large
fields of improved grassland or woodland;
Intimate small-scale rolling landscape characterised by a patchwork of
different habitats, offering variety and diversity, including woodland, scrub,
pasture, wetlands, tarns and streams;
Wide, open views from the higher points, including Brow Edge, over the area,
towards the Low Fells beyond;
Grand panoramic views of the southern and central fells from the minor road
just to the south of Bigland Hall;
Remains of the historic iron works at Backbarrow, now being developed and
restored;
Whitewater Hotel, a large distinctive building by the River Leven, originally a
mid Victorian cotton spinning mill, then became Reckitt’s Washing Blue
factory, until converted to hotel and leisure complex in the early 1980s, with
associated new timeshare cottages by the river at Backbarrow;
River Leven at Backbarrow;
Former gunpowder works at Low Wood, with distinctive grey stone clock
tower and adjacent terraces of 18th century workers housing;
Leven Valley and its industrial heritage;
The lakeside to Haverthwaite preserved steam railway forms an important link
along the valley, originally for past industries, but today as a tourist attraction;
Predominantly a tranquil area away from the A590 and Newby Bridge due to
the perceived naturalness of the landscape and relative absence of
settlements, dwellings and minimal sources of noise.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Backbarrow
And Bigland
Area LDNP-65
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

High

High

Slight

Small

Medium

Small

Intermediate

Significant

Not significant

●

-

Protect wide, open views across adjacent landscape from tall vertical or largeLDNP-91

Cumulative Impacts of Vertical Infrastructure
relation to
vertical
structures

scale developments

LDNP-92

Appendix 1: Landscape Character Tables
Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 66: Field Broughton
Overview
This Area of Distinctive Character is situated in the south eastern corner of the
National Park, stretching from High Cark in the west to Lindale in the east.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●
●
●
●

Key
characteristics

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Coastal Limestone (C);
Low Fell (K);
Low Fell Fringe (L);
Lowland Valley (M).
Low level rolling farmland covered by a dense network of lanes, linking small
hamlets and scattered farms with a strong field pattern of walls and hedges;
Rising ground towards the east with distinctive outlier of Hampsfield Fell in the
south east;
Thick limestone clearance walls, including huge walls around High Cark;
Views of surrounding low fells, including Newton Fell in the north;
From Hampsfield Fell, striking views over the character area and to the
mountains far beyond;
Elegant large Georgian houses add a distinctive element to the gentle valley
landscape;
Areas of parkland planting contribute to the pastoral character;
Small patches of woodland, especially on lower slopes of Hampsfield Fell;
Field Broughton Church spire with its extensive visual envelope;
Predominantly a disturbed sense of tranquillity due to the traffic noise along
the A590 and the visibility of Lindale and Grange-Over-Sands.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Field
Broughton
Area LDNP-66
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

High

High

High

Small

Large

Small

Intermediate

Significant

Intermediate

●
●

●
●
●

Open views from Hampsfell which are vulnerable to interruption from tall
vertical or large-scale developments;
Strong sense of remoteness, openness and tranquillity;
Forces for change include the recognition of importance of undergrounding
overhead lines for visual amenity.

Protect open views to and from the area, especially around Hampsfield Fell,
from tall vertical or large-scale developments;
Maintain sense of quiet and openness;
Reduce visual clutter, encourage undergrounding of power cables;
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Cumulative Impacts of Vertical Infrastructure
Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 67: Foulshaw And Meathop
Overview
This Area of Distinctive Character towards the southern edge of the Lake District
National Park.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●
●
●
●

Key
characteristics

●
●
●
●
●

Coastal Limestone (C);
Coastal Margins (B);
Estuary and Marsh (A);
Lowland Valley (M).
Estuarine salt marsh and mudflats;
A low-lying landscape characterised by a regular network of pastoral fields
interspersed with large areas of lowland raised mire;
Flat, open nature of the landscape, with expansive views south and east along
the Kent Estuary and expanse of Milnthorpe Sands;
Significant blocks of broadleaved and coniferous plantation woodland;
Predominantly a strong sense of tranquillity due to the perceived naturalness
of the edge of the estuary and relative absence of settlements or dwellings.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Foulshaw And
Meathop
Area LDNP-67
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

Great

Great

Great

Small

Large

Small

Intermediate

Great significance

Intermediate

●

Forces for change include offshore/ inshore renewable energy developments
introducing industrial features into a character type where remoteness and
tranquillity are key attributes.

Maintain open landscape with expansive views.
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Appendix 1: Landscape Character Tables
Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 68: Lyth Valley
Overview
This Area of Distinctive Character is situated in the south eastern corner of the
Lake District National Park and continues to curve southwards outside the
boundaries of the National Park.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●
●
●
●

Key
characteristics

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Coastal Limestone (C);
Low Fell (K);
Estuary and Marsh (A);
Lowland Valley (M).
Flat, broad lowland valley, atypical of Lake District valleys;
Dykes and hedges demarcate the large, regular pastoral fields, pockets of wet
grassland and peat mosses;
Broad lowland valley which has a strong landscape pattern of regular
geometric fields;
The valley is famous for its damson orchards, which add great seasonal
variety to the landscape;
Gently meandering narrow corridor of the River Gilpin, set within a much
broader valley floodplain;
High water table flooding produces dramatic silvery reflections viewed down
from Scout Scar and Helsington;
Predominantly a disturbed sense of tranquillity due to traffic noise on the
A5074 and the A590, which cross the area.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Lyth Valley
Area LDNP-68
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

High

High

High

None

Large

Small

-

Significant

Intermediate

●

Relatively strong sense of tranquillity throughout

Maintain relatively strong sense of tranquillity throughout
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Cumulative Impacts of Vertical Infrastructure
Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 69: Birkbeck Fells Common, Bretherdale And Borrowdale Fells
Overview
This Area of Distinctive Character is situated at the eastern edge of the Lake
District National Park and extends to the east of the Park boundary.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●

Key
characteristics

●

●

●
●
●
●
●
●

Rugged/Craggy Volcanic High Fell (F);
Upland Limestone Farmland (I).

Extensive moorland plateau with two deep, glacial, flat bottomed valleys with
incised gills and some crags and scree on steep valley sides extending outside
the Lake District National Park;
Extensive tracts of moorland with a mosaic of mat grass, rushes and emergent
heather;
Sheltered valleys with fast-flowing streams, pastures and remnant hay
meadows;
Traditional vernacular slate buildings and stone walls (in-bye);
Areas of semi-natural broadleaved woodland on valley sides in places and
some forestry plantations;
A few scattered farms in valleys;
Predominantly a strong sense of tranquillity due to the openness and
perception of naturalness of the fells and enhanced by the relative absence of
settlements or dwellings.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Birkbeck Fells
Common,
Bretherdale
And
Borrowdale
Fells
Area LDNP-69
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to
vertical
structures

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

High

High

Moderate

Small

Large

Small

Intermediate

Significant

Not significant

●

-

Protect wide open views from tall vertical or large-scale developments.
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Appendix 1: Landscape Character Tables
Lake District National Park Landscape Character
Area 70: Coniston Fells
Overview
This dome-shaped Area of Distinctive Character is located to the south of the
Central Lake District and the west of Coniston Water. Its highest hills are The Old
Man of Coniston, and Wetherlam, which are linked by a horseshoe-shaped ridge
incorporating Swirl How. From these central highest points, the area gradually
slopes down to Greenburn to the north (just south of Wrynose Pass), Seathwaite
Fells towards Dunnerdale in the west, Torver High Common to the south and the
intakes associated with Coniston Village to the east.
Sub –types
included within
this area

●
●
●
●

Key
characteristics

●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Rugged/Craggy Volcanic High Fell (F);
Upland Valley (H);
Low Fell (K);
Lowland Valley (M).
The disparity between the dominating ’natural‘ features of the mountains
themselves, and the extensive and impressive areas of quarrying;
The strongly textured and rough appearance of the landscape, pitted with old
mineral working. Its grey colour, lack of or low growing vegetation, and
dramatic glaciated scenery;
A long history of slate and mineral extraction, which is clearly visible in today’s
landscape, giving it a slightly other-worldly and abandoned feel;
Association with Arthur Ransome’s ’Swallows and Amazons‘ novels;
Coniston Old Man is one of the most easily accessible peaks in the Lake
District, therefore popular with walkers and families;
Predominantly a very tranquil landscape due to the openness and perception
of naturalness of the
open fells;
Corrie tarns including Goat and Low Waters, Levers water (a reservoir) and
Seathwaite Tarn, which nestles to the west of Seathwaite Fell;
The lower, more knobbly and hummocky fells such as Csaw and the
Dunnerdale Fells running towards the south-west contain many small tarns
and streams and more diverse heath vegetation.

Sensitivities in
relation to
vertical
structures

●

Coniston Fells
Area LDNP-70
Sensitivity to
vertical
infrastructure
Magnitude of
change
Significance of
effect
Guidance in
relation to

Large-scale

Medium-scale

Small-scale

Great

Great

Moderate

Small

Small

Small

Intermediate

Intermediate

Not significant

●

Open views towards the sea which are sensitive to interruption.

Protect open views towards the sea and the Isle of Man from tall vertical or
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Cumulative Impacts of Vertical Infrastructure
vertical
structures

large-scale developments.

AREA 71: FAIRFIELD HORSESHOE – Not used

LDNP-98

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-1

1
Blindcrake

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-2

2
Bassenthwaite And Uldale

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-3

3
Skiddaw And Blencathra

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-4

4
Mungrisdale And Caldbeck

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-5

5
Derwent Valley

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-6

6
Setmurthy Common And Embleton

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-7

7
Bassenthwaite Lake

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-8

8
Loweswater

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-9

9
Lorton Vale

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-10

10
Broom, Ling And Kirk Fells

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-11

11
Bassenthwaite And Derwent Alluvial Plain

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-12

12
Glenderamackin Valley

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-13

13
Buttermere And Crummock Water

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-14

14
Grizedale Pike And Whinlatter

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-15

15
Newlands

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-17

17
St. John’s In The Vale And Naddle

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-18

18
Threlkeld & Matterdale Commons

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-19

19
Great Mell And Little Mell Valleys

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-20

20
Eamont Valley

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-21

21
Ennerdale

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-24

24
Helvellyn Range

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-25

25
Ullswater

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-26

26
Bampton Common

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-27

27
Lowther Valley

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-28

28
Kinniside Common

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-29

29
Wastwater & Wasdale

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-30

LDNP-30

30
Scafell Massif

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-32

32
Brother’s Water And Hartsop

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-33

33
Martindale

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-34

34
Haweswater

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-35

35
Shap And Birkbeck Fells

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-36

36
Calder Valley

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-37

37
Bleng And Irt Valleys

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-39

39
Upper Windermere

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-40

40
Troutbeck Valley

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-41

41
Kentmere Fells

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-42

42
Kentmere Valley

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-43

43
Longsleddale Valley

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-44

44
Eskdale

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-45

45
Ulpha And Corney Fell

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-46

46
Upper Dunnerdale

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-48

48
Claife Heights And Latterbarrow

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-49

49
Lower Windermere

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-50

50
Crook

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-51

51
Cunswick And Scout Scar

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-52

52
Ravenglass And Bootle

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-53

53
Lower Dunnerdale

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-54

54
Broughton And Torver

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-55

55
Coniston Water

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-56

56
Grizedale And Satterthwaite

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-57

57
Esthwaite

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-58

58
Dale Park

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-59

59
Whitbarrow And The Winster Valley

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-60

60
Black Combe

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-61

61
Whicham Valley

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-62

62
lawith Fells

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-63

63
Rusland And Crake Valleys

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-64

64
Haverthwaite And Leven Estuary

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-65

65
Backbarrow And Bigland

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-66

66
Field Broughton

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-67

67
Foulshaw And Meathop

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-68

68
Lyth Valley

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-69

69
Birkbeck Fells Common, Bretherdale And Borrowdale Fells

Lake District National Park Landscape Character

LDNP-70

70
Coniston Fells

