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  National Updates (Continued) 
 

 

The National Association of SACREs (NASACRE)  
(Twitter: @NASACRE, www.nasacre.org.uk  ) 

     NASACRE Response to the Final Report of the Commission on RE (see page 2 
above) 

 An initial response on the Commission on RE was made by the Chair of NASACRE, 
Paul Smalley which you can view here and a full response from the National Executive 
for NASACRE can be viewed here.  

 NASACRE Executive states it is important to remember that legally this report does not 
change anything: each local authority with responsibility for education must establish a 
SACRE, who must fulfil their statutory duties. Each maintained school must provide RE 
to all pupils, except where withdrawn by their parents. 

 NASACRE has expressed disappointment that, though good RE is mentioned, the 
report paints an overwhelmingly negative picture of the current state of RE, whereas 
there should have been more celebration of the great RE that happens in many 
schools 

 NASACRE thinks any legislative change in highly unlikely and so are disappointed that 
the Commission did not make recommendations which strengthen the existing 
statutory framework.   

 NASCRE would most strongly oppose Recommendations 4 and 8 (see page 2 above). 
They are not opposed to some reform of SACREs, but judge the recommendations 
appear to severely weaken the contribution of significant religious bodies in the locality, 
professional and elected local representation, thereby weakening local democracy. 

 NASACRE strongly support those recommendations about: strengthening and 
supporting initial teacher training, improving CPD, funding SACREs properly and 
strengthening accountability measures for RE (recommendation 9).  If the DfE met 
these recommendations NASACRE is sure that the future of RE would be even better 
than it currently is. 

 
NATRE Response to the Final Report of the Commission on RE: 

 The response by Ben Wood, Chair of The National Association of Teachers of RE 
(NATRE) can be viewed here. 

 NATRE is pleased to see a statement of national entitlement for RE which they see as 
bold, seeking to reshape the subject in a new way. 

 The proposed change in the name of the subject will gain attention, but NATRE 
believes the recommendations focusing on the purpose and content of study are much 
more significant; recognising the importance of pupils engaging with the study of 
religions and worldviews as is already good practice in RE. 

 NATRE judges that the Commission makes a sensible recommendation concerning the 
right of withdrawal. The right of withdrawal is being abused and used in a way that runs 
opposite to the intentions of the government in promoting a cohesive society.  

The National Association of Teachers of 
RE (NATRE)   
(Twitter: @NATREupdate, www.natre.org.uk 
) 
 

http://www.nasacre.org.uk/
http://www.nasacre.org.uk/file/nasacre/1-166-response-to-core.pdf
http://www.nasacre.org.uk/file/nasacre/1-533-response-to-core-final.pdf
https://www.natre.org.uk/templates/site/natre/Extended%20NATRE%20response%20to%20the%20Commission%20Report
http://www.natre.org.uk/


https://religiouseducationcouncil.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a742773f8f89e11e47d388c29&id=7357d9673e&e=8a41380dc4
http://www.reqm.org/
https://religiouseducationcouncil.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a742773f8f89e11e47d388c29&id=20455be4c8&e=07a6381f68


https://religiouseducationcouncil.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a742773f8f89e11e47d388c29&id=8bc2696485&e=07a6381f68
http://the-big-think.org/
http://the-big-think.org/
http://www.lionhudson.com/
http://lion-witch-wardrobe.weebly.com/religion-in-childrens-literature.html
http://lion-witch-wardrobe.weebly.com/religion-in-childrens-literature.html
http://www.empathylab.uk/what-we-do
https://www.cdec.org.uk/
https://www.cdec.org.uk/gallery/resource-boxes/RE-boxes/23/


https://religiouseducationcouncil.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a742773f8f89e11e47d388c29&id=4428365620&e=07a6381f68
http://www.cstg.org.uk/how-we-help/3forre/
mailto:schooldevelopment@cumbria.gov.uk
mailto:schooldevelopment@cumbria.gov.uk
http://www.farmington.ac.uk/index.php/farmington-scholarships/


https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/DZVGNP3
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