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Gooseholme Bridge Replacement  
Overview 
Records indicate that a bridge has crossed between New Road and Gooseholme since 1875. The historic 
bridges have been impacted by flooding on a number of occasions with the original steel truss bridge being 
washed away in 1898.  
 

 
Figure 1 - Original 1875 Steel Truss Bridge washed away after flooding in 1898 

 
The steel structure was subsequently replaced by a concrete reinforced deck in 1913 before being re-
decked with timber in 1982. Reviewing historic records it is evident that Gooseholme Bridge has been 
impacted by flooding and that keeping a structure at the same height as the existing is not sufficient to 
ensure the structure is not damaged in future. By increasing the deck level to tie in with the proposed EA 
floodwalls also reduces the heights of their floodwalls upstream. 
 
Two key criteria were given for the possible replacement of the existing structure which were to provide a 
DDA (Disability Discrimination Act) compliant structure and a structure that would be wide enough to allow 
for pedestrian and cycling ready for future expansion of the Kendal cycleway.  
 
Initial expectations when the project was initially started in 2018 was that a wider deck could be provided, 
however as the project requirements and constraints became known then it became clear that the existing 
structure could not be reused and that a single span structure would be required.  
 
Initial concept designs were developed in 2018, with a steel truss arch chosen by Local Committee 
Members and project board as a cost effective solution to span the river Kent with an iconic structure that 
meets the DDA, cycle & flood risk constraints. The project team have developed the design to enable a 
clear proposal for the replacement structure that is being communicated through the visuals produced.    
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Proposed structure 
The existing piers could not be increased in height sufficiently to support a new structure, without the piers 
becoming too slender and needing replacing. Installing new piers in the river though possible, would not 
have been an economical or an easily constructible solution. As such a single span structure has been 
progressed as this has a number of benefits in that it improves flow capacity under the bridge, removes 
piers from the watercourse and reduces construction time on site.  
 

 
Figure 2 - Visual from Gooseholme Common facing downstream 

 
The proposed bridge is a steel arch truss that spans 42m across the river Kent. The upright spandrels are 
3m apart and the deck curves gently to increase the height above the river by 0.5m in the centre. The top of 
the arch will be 4.2m above the deck level. This height is required to accommodate for the bridge loading 
and prevent dynamic vibration through the structure.  
 

 
Figure 3 - Visual from New Road Common facing upstream 
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Inclusive Design 

Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) Compliant Access   
The ramps on the New Road side require a total drop of 1.8m to accommodate 1:15 DDA compliant ramps. 
Many arrangements have been considered factoring in the EA proposed flood walls. The proposed 
arrangement minimises the impact on local householders, reduce common land take and integrates with 
the flood defences, acting as a barrier along the river wall.  

 

 
Figure 4- New Road Common Ramp 

 
On the Gooseholme side, the level drop is easier to accommodate by tying into the higher land to the 
South. The ramp curves around, with an up and over ramp provided down into the park. A stepped access 
will also be provided down into Gooseholme for easier access.  
 

 
Figure 5 - Gooseholme Ramp Arrangement and integrated low flood wall 
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Cycle Access 
The proposed bridge is 3.5m wide between handrails to accommodate combined pedestrian and cycle 
provision. The parking arrangement along Aynam Road will be reviewed to reflect the change of exit from 
Gooseholme Park.  
 
We are aware that cycling or using a ‘mechanically propelled device’ is restricted upon the common, 
however providing for cycle access across the proposed bridge allows for the future development and 
delivery of the wider Kendal Cycleway schemes. 
  

Flood Mitigation  
Working with the Environment Agency, CCC have been trying to ensure that the proposed structure does 
not exacerbate flooding locally. During Storm Desmond in Dec 2015 the existing structure was completely 
underwater and acted as a debris trap. This contributed to the flooding in the local area. 
  
The proposed single span bridge will be elevated to 0.8m above the existing soffit level (at the abutments) 
to improve flow capacity beneath the structure. Furthermore the deck will be curved such that the soffit 
level in the centre of the bridge will be 0.5m above the height of the flood walls.  
 

Common Land 
The proposed structure will reinstate the connection between New Road Common and Gooseholme 
Common. An application for the construction works on each Common will be submitted to the Planning 
Inspectorate based upon the authoritative mapping held by CCC Commons Land Registry Department.  
 
CCC acknowledge that the mapping does not match historical plans, which can be explainead by the 
changing river alignments and changes in land use. This historic issue should be reviewed separately to 
this scheme and review the possibility of providing replacement land. The proposed ramps on New Road 
will build on 182m2 of common land. The ramp has specifically been designed to minimise this impact while 
meeting the DDA standards.  
 

 
Figure 6 - The Commons Land Register mapping for Gooseholme and New Road Commons. Interestingly it 
can be seen that Gooseholme used to be an island encircled by the river Kent and the millrace along Little 

Aynam & Thorny Hills. 
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Planning Permission 
Planning permission has been applied for the demolition of the existing structure. We have proven that the 
existing structure cannot be reused to meet the requirements of providing a cycleway and DDA compliant 
connection across the Kent that does not exacerbate flood risk.  
 
The proposed structure has been screened by Development Control and can progress under Highways 
Permitted Development. The engagement period in July 2019 is therefore the key point for stakeholders 
and the public to comment on the proposals.  
 

Programme  
The existing bridge will be demolished in August and September 2019 in preparation for the proposed 
structure to be installed in 2020. Removing the bridge during the ‘In Water Working Window’ (when 
construction activities can take place in the watercourse), is key to enabling the construction of the new 
bridge as early as possible in 2020.  
 
CCC and the EA are working closely together to develop their project programmes to allow each project to 
work effectively around each other. It is currently estimated that the bridge will be opened for the end of 
2020.  
 

Collaborative Working 
The EA and SLDC have been key partners in progressing the bridge design to its current stage. We are 
working closely to integrate the design by incorporating flood defences within the access ramps including 
the use of the stone cladding.   
 
The bridge will be funded from multiple sources by CCC, the EA and SLDC. The scheme is estimated to be 
in the region of £1.65M.  
 
Due to the value of the works, once detailed design is completed the construction works will need to be 
tendered. 
 

Engagement Period 
An engagement period will take place throughout July 2019 seeking comments on the proposed structure.  
Further information and visualisations of the proposal can be viewed at:  
 
https://www.cumbria.gov.uk/gooseholmebridge/. 
 
Please note that the visualisations are an artistic impression and specific details may vary. The focus of the 
visualisations is the bridge and we have only shown an indicative arrangement / detailing for the EA flood 
scheme.  
 
You can submit your comments by emailing: GooseholmeFB@Cumbria.gov.uk.  

https://www.cumbria.gov.uk/gooseholmebridge/
mailto:GooseholmeFB@Cumbria.gov.uk

